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Colnet, in His B. Bliotheca Sacra, gives an 5 
Account of about One hundred Commen- 
tatars, beſides thoſe who have written Trea- 


tiſez and Diſſertations on the Apocalypſe. And 


indeed it was once in high Repute: © no ſa] 


cc Man but thought it a fine thing to exerciſe 
a his wit in the opening of ſuch dark Ænigma's, 
1 either f for Oſtentation fake, or to delight him- 


« ſelf with Allegories.” 
Aſter all, it hath been faid, * No tht ever 


= received leſs luſtre, or had leſs Obligation to 
its Commentators ;”—and that * to it hath 


« happened what befel the Woman in the Goſ- 
4 pel, 0b ſu ered many things of many Ply- 


® ficians, and was nothing bettered, but rather* 


i grew Worſe.” But leaving thoſe Reflections, 
The Reader may know ſo much of the Hi- 
ſtory of the following Ob/ervations, that they 
were firſt occaſioned by a doubt the Author had 
of the Genuineneſs of the Apocalypſe, on account 
of the dark and . perplexed Manner in which it 
appeared to him : And that its Pretenſions to a 
Divine Authority and Inſpiration were at the 


fame | time too great to permit him to give it up 


[a] Paræus Pref. to Comment. on Rev. 
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iv PREFACE. 
without ſome previous Examination, This ſet 
him to work.. 

And now, ſo far as his Leiſure and Ability 
cid allow him to extend his Inquiries i into the 
Book, ſo far he thinks he finds it intelligible, 
compiled with great Judgment and Accuracy, 
and wotthy of the Title it bears. 
le had not, indeed, reſolved on publiſhing 

the Obſervations on the Second Vi "wag until a 
late elaborate Piece by Dr, Hodges, entitled, 
_ EL1mv, fell into his Hands, wherein the Do- 
| Arine of the Cherubim is ſet in a fanciful Light; 
of which ſome Notice is taken in the Notes. 
The Diſſertations, that are annexed, may be 
thought not of equal Importance by all: How- 
ever, they are relative to the Subject: As is alſo 
the Appendix, wherein the Author has been led 
to aſcertain the Degrees, or different Species of 
Prophetical Communication, beyond what fick 
he intended. 

He dares not affirm, he is . right i in 
every Particular ; eſpecially, where he differs 
from Perſons of great Learning and Eminence. 
A high Probability is the moſt that can be pre- 
tended to in things of this fort. How far that 
is of his Side, the 1 Reader muſt judge. ( 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE - 
| SECOND VISION 
OF 


FTER [a] St. Jalm had been fully 

inſtructed in tbe Myſtery of the Se- 
L ven Stars, and the Seven golden Can- 
dlefticks, as he looked upward, he beheld a 
Paſſage to open in Heaven; from whence alſo 
he heard the t Voice, which uſhered in his 
former Viſion; as it were of a Trumpet, which 
ſaid now unto him, with great Emphaſis, Come 


1 


" % 

fa} After this.] It is plain the Viſins are here diſtin- 
guiſhed the one from the other; as alſo, that both were 
uſhered in after the like ſolemn Manner, with an articu- 
late loud Voice, as it were of a Trumpet. But as to what 
Space of Time intervened, whether all the Viſions were 
given on one and the fame Day, according to Mr. Bright- 
man; or the ſeveral Viſions were received at ſeveral Times, 
like Daniel's, as Dr. Hammond thinks; are Points not fo 
plain, nor perhaps neceſſary to be determined. | 


_ - 1p 


2 Objervations on the ſecond Viſion 
up hither [O], and Twill ſhew thee things which 
muſt be hereafter, Chap. iv. 1. | 
2. Whereupon St. John was immediately, in 
a prophetic Rapture, taken up into Heaven, the 
Theatre, or Scene of this glorious Viſion; where 
he beheld the following Objects; A Throne 
was ſet in Heaven, and one fat on the Throne, 
3 | 5 | 
3. It is probable, by the Attitude and Po- 
{ture deſcribed, as well as by the after Mention 
of his Right Hand, Chap. v. 1, 7. that the one 
Perſonage fitting on this Throne, repreſenting 


God, was in the likeneſs of human Shape or 


[45] Sir Jaac Newton ſuppoſeth the Temple to be the 
Scene of this, as well as of the former Viſion: And that 
St. Jahn was now called up to the Eaſtern Gate of the 
great Court, where he beheld the Mercy-Seat upon the 
Ark of the Teſtament, Ob/ervat. p. 257. But with Defer- 
ence to ſo great a Name, tho' the Jews might reſpec the 
Mercy-Seat as the Throne of God, when they conſidered 
him as their King, with a kind of local Divinity; yet I do 
not recollect they ever called the Holy of Holies by the 
Name of Heaven. On the contrary, he, who was the God 
of the Jews, was diſtinguiſhed from all other Gods, by 
having likewiſe his Place and ſpecial Reſidence beyond the 
the Reach of ſentible Things. The God of Heaven was, 
therefore, his peculiar Title, ZEzek. i. 2, 5. Dan. ii. 44. 


There they ſuppoſed his Throne to be, where he exerciſed | 


his ſovereign Dominion over all Creatures, ſee P/al. xi. 4. 
Clit. 19. This empyreal Region, or third Heaven, which 
has an Exiſtence in Prophecy and Revelation, and of 


which the Tabernacle and Temple were a Shadow, I take 


to be the true Scene of the ſecond Viſion. This is a Stage, 


or Theatre, better ſuited to the Machinery that is exhi- | 


bited in the Drama; as alſo well choſen to afford St. John 
2 Repreſentation of Events that were to happen in differ- 
ch. Parts of the diſtant Earth. 
err 


Form; 


R ET LED ILORS 


of St. Foun. 3 
Form; as was the Likeneſs of the Appearance 
on the Throne, ſeen by Ezekiel, Chap. i. 26, 27. 


And alſo the Ancient of Days, whom Daniel 


beheld [c], Chap. vii. 9. But as to Majeſty and 
Splendor he was fo look upon like a Jajper and 
à Sardine Stone [d]; having all that Brightneſs 


e] Tho! it be an high Degree of Folly and Ignorance 
fo change, or transfer the Glory of the incorruptible God, to 
an Image made like to corruptible Man, and to worſhip him 
under that Repreſentation, Rom. i. 23. yet it muſt not, 
it cannot be denied, that God condeſcended to repreſent 
himſelf under @ Likeneſs of human Shape or Form, to his 
Servants the Prophets. And if the Bulk of the Iſraelites, 
for wiſe and good Reaſons, /aw no Manner of Similitude 
on the Day the Lord ſpoke unto them in Horeb, Deut. iv. 15. 
the Sight of the Glory of the Lord being in their Eyes, 
like devouring Fire on the Top of the Mount, Exad, xxiv. 17. 
yet the Similitude of the Lord was familiar ta Mofes, Numb. 


xii. 8. and on the Day they entered into Covenant, was 


ſeen by him, together with Aaron, Nadab, and Abibu, and 


ſeventy of the Elders, Exod. xxiv. 9, 10. They ſaw the God 


of Iſrael; And there was under his Feet, as it were a paved 
Mort of a Sapphire Stone. When there is a Reaſon, as in 
this and other prophetical Viſions, to repreſent the Holy 
Bleſſed One, there is no viſible Likeneſs ſo fit for that high 
Honour as Man's, who is made after the Image of God, 
Gen. i. 26, 27. In the inſtructive Scheme of Chriſlianity, 
that great Myſtery of Godlineſs, the Man Ghrift Jeſus, is 
the Image of the inviſible God: All the Fulneſs of the God- 
head, which ip other Characters were merely ſymbolical, 
and viſionary, dwelt in him bodily, or after a more real ſub- 
ſtantial Manner. 

[4] Thoſe Commentators expoſe themſelves much, 
who attempt to extract a ſpiritual Myſtery out of the Co- 
lour of thoſe Stones. 1 apprehend Naturaliſis are not a- 
greed about the Stones themſelves, whether what we call 
a Jaſper and a Sardine Stone are the ſame with thoſe fo 
called by the Ancients. However, the Reader ought not 
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4 Obſervations on the ſecond Viſion 
and Luſtre in himſelf, which Monarchs borrow 
from their richeſt Gems, Þ 3. _ 
43᷑. A Rainbow, one of the moſt beautiful 
Phenomena} in Nature, formed a Canopy or 
triumphal Arch round about the Throne, ex- 


to be ignorant, that the incomprehenſible Diſtinction of three 
Perſons in the Trinity, 1s one ſpecial Myſtery that has been 
diſcovered in the Jewels named in this, and the following 
<a Tis true, there are three of theſe Stones; but the 
Colours of them are not aſcribed to one and the ſame Ob- 
jet. He that ſat upon the Throne was to look upon like a 
Jaſper and a Sardine Stone; but it is not ſaid lite an Eme- 
rald too: That was the Likeneſs of the: Rainbow —He 
that ſat upon the Throne was oNE, one Perſonage, the 
Semblance of one God; not three Perſons. I do not any 
where, in our Sacred Books, find an Image of a Trinity 
of Perſors in the Godhead. That Defect has indeed 
been ſupplied! by the Invention of a Triangle; a Figure 
ſeen even in ſome Proteſtant Books of Devotion, as well 
as in ſome Places of their public Worſhip : Under which 
Image it ſeems, God appeared to Chriſtopher Cotterus, As 
the Account is ſomewhat curious, and forg'd Revelations 
may have the uſe of a Foil to ſet off the true, I will tran- 
ſcribe it. Eight Days afterwards (i. e. after his third 
« Viſton, which was Aug. 1, 1620.) he beheld a Trian- 
< gle, lifted above the Earth, and hanging in the Air, 
<< trom whence he heard three Clocks, like to one an- 
* other in the Sound, and every one of them ſtriking 
Eleven. At that time he underſtood not the Meaning of 
« it; which was revealed unto him the 26" of the ſame 
Month following, viz. That in that Triangle, or thre- 
& fold Dimenſion, he might behold the maſt Holy Trinity; 
e and bythe Uniſormity of the Scund of the three Clecks, hi 

might acknowledge the Unity of the Trinity; and that the 
„% Number of the eleventh Hour did admoniſh, it was high 
« Time to ariſe from the Sleep of Sin,” &c. Vid. the Pro- 
hectes of three famous eminent Prephets in Germany, p. 31. 
Indeed Chriſtiana Poniatovia, another of thoſe Euthuſiaſls, 

pretender to have ſeen the three Perſon; of like Stature, and 


tremely 


. 7 o H N. 5 
tremely grand and pleaſing to the Sight, whoſe 


variegated Colours were 88 like unto an 


Emerald, V 3. 
. Round about the Throne, or on the right 
bd left thereof, in Form of a Semicirele Le]. 


in Glory DL Her Words are theſe: #6 I was in an 
te Extacy for the Space of three Hours, and faw what 
5 followeth. The Lerd came unto me clothed in ſuch a 
e glorious and ſhining Robe, that my Eyes could hardly 
* endure the Splendor of it; and not long afterwards fol- 
cc lowed the Ancient, all in white, before whom there did 
C go the third Perſon, in Stature like unto them, but from 
& the Head to the Foot like a Flame of Fire. And the 
ce Lord ſaid unto me, Behold this Day we come unto thee, 
* to declare unto thee our Diſtinction in one Eſſence, and 
ein one Equality and Power of our Divinity. Thou ſeeſt 
<« here three diſtin? Perſons, and yet but one true, undi- 
“ vided, and immortal God,” &c. Ibid. p. 81, 82. Whe- 
ther theſe are ſome of thoſe Images, that Mr. Jurieu thought 
F< great and magnific :**—Sure I am, they are ſuch as are 


not to be met with in the Prophets of the Oli and New 


Teſtament. | 8 
[2] The D ewiſh Sanhedrim, the Areopagus at Athens, 


and all the Seats of the ancient Theatres for exhibiting | 


ſcenic Spectacles were diſpoſed after this manner. Dr. 
Hammond fancies that this Repreſentation was taken from 
the Council at Feruſalem, mentioned As xv. That is to 
ſay, according to his Notion, from James, the Arch- 
% biſhop of Feruſalem, fitting in his epiſcopal Chair, as 

« Metropolitan, with the Biſhops of Judea on their Seats 
< on each hand of him.” A groundleſs Conceit ! If an 
eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of later times had not miſled this 
learned Perſon, he might have found ſome better Exam- 
ple in the Viſions of the old Prophets; ſee 1 Kings xxii. 19. 

alſo Dan. vii. q. which laſt Mr. MAede calls, the Mother 
„ Text whence the Jeroiſb Church grounded the Name 
te and e of the great Day of Judgment, B. iv. 

Ep. xv, 


were 
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6 Obſervations on the ſecand Viſnon 


were Four and twenty Seats, or leſſer Thrones, 


ranged after the manner, probably, of a Fewijh 
Conſiſtory, or ancient Court of Juſtice. 


6. Upon theſe Seats, St. Fohn ſaw, Four and 
twenty 22 fitting, clotbed, like Priefts, in 
white Raiment, and having on their Heads, like 
Kings, Crowns of Gold, V 4. 

It is probable theſe Characters, of auguſt 
Elders, are taken from the Twenty-four Chiefs 
or Heads of the Courſes of the Levites, who 
were ſeparated by David to the Worſhip of the 
Temple, 1 Chron. xxv. 1, 7. to prophecy with 
Harps in the Songs of the Lord VJ. If to, they 


EF) Can are ſcarce more Sided in any 
thing, than about theſe Characters, whence they are ta- 


ken, and whom they repreſent ? The Knowledge of the 


one may perhaps lead to the Knowledge of the other. As 
we cannot, from the Title of Ellers, any more than from 
the Number, Tiventy-four, poſitively determine from 


whence the Characters are taken, I have therefore added 


the Employment of theſe Perſonages, or the Parts aſſigned 
them to act, as a material Circumſtance in our Rule of 


Inquiry. They worſhip God They Jing a new Song. 
They have every one of them Harps and golden Vials. Now, 


with whoſe Employment in the Old Teſtament will this 


well ſuit, but with the Troenty- -four Chiefs of the Levites, 
who were ſeparated to the Service, to ſing prophetical 
Hymns, and to prophecy with Harps in the Songs of the 
Lord? See 1 Chron. xxv. If it be ſaid, the Levites did not 
„ wear the white Tunic, but by an Innovation,” Joſeph. 
Antiq. B. xx. c. xix. Be it ſo: Neither did the Prieſts wear 
See of Gold. Wherefore theſe Ornaments are the 

proper inſgnia, not of the Elders whomſoever they were, 
but of thoſe whom they repreſented. If theſe Characters 
are taken, as is highly probable, from the Twenty-four 


Heads of the Families of Levi, we know for whom they 


ſtand, or who are e by thems fee Numb. iii. 12. 


proper i 
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properly repreſent the Firſt- born, or a Church, 
or an Aſſembly of them ; their white Raiment 
and crowns of Gold, wherewith they are clad 
and adorned, being deſcriptive of the high Dig- 
nity of Prieſts [g] Royal, belonging to thoſe 
whom they perſonate. TT 

8. The Bed of this glorious Throne, whereon 
the Semblance of Deity ſat, ſeems as it were to 
have been, or to repreſent the very Centre of all 
the Elements, or Seat or Principle of Vitality 
and Motion, out of which proceeded Lightnings, 
and Thundrings, and Voices [b], V 5. 

9. Before the Throne, diſpoſed at ſome pro- 
per Diſtance, were ſeven Lamps of Fire burning, 
or flaming like Torches, - which illuminated the 
Scene, and are the Emblems of the Seven Spi- 
rits [i] of God, or of thoſe divine Gifts and 


And I, behold I have taken the Levites from the Children of 
Iſrael, INSTEAD OF ALL THE FIRST-BORN. Chap. vill. 
18. And I have taken the Levites FOR all the FIRST-BOR&N 
ef the Children of Iſrael. If we are right in the Original of 
the Characters, the Application of them is juſt and eaſy. 
[gz] Such was the Dignity of the People of Jrael, Exod. 
xix. G. And ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdim of Prig/ts. And 
ſuch is the Dignity of the Chri/tians, 1 Pet. ii. q. Ne area 
Royal Priefthacd. | | 
[+] I do not remember ever to have met with any thing 
that equals the Grandeur of this Throne. Univerſal Na- 
ture is here epitomized. From the Bench, beneath the 
Perſonage repreſenting Jehovah, procecded , what were 
ever eſteemed awful and tremendous, Lightnings, and 
| Thundrings, and Voices. | | 
ii] The ſame Symbols may expreſs different Notions in dif- 
ferent Viſions. What perſonated the Seven Churches in the 
former Viſion, perſonates, in thts, the ſeven-fold Graces of 
the Spirit. It would be Injuſtice not to take notice how 


4 - Graces 


| 
1 


| 
i 
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Graces whereby we are aſſiſted to behold the 


. facred Myſteries of prophetic Revelation, V 57. 
10. And alſo before the Throne, in the Area of 


the Floor, there was as it were a Sea of Glaſs, 
or a Collection of Waters clear as Cryſtal, which 
could not but be a neceſſary, as well as an high- 


ly delightful Addition to the Grandeur of the 


Scene, wherein the Throne and Dominion of 


God are exhibited [+], V 6. 


11. In the midſt of the 7 brone, and round 


careful the divine Author of this Compoſition has been, to 


prevent a Miſtake where this Caſe happens ; as in the In- 
ſtance before us; that we might not apply the ſame No- 
tion as that to the Lamps in the former Viſidn, we are 
told explicitly what they here ſtand for, they are the Seven 
Spirits of God. The uſe of Lamps, in ſacred Solemnities, 
is of great Antiquity. They were wont to be placed before 


the Statues of the Gods; and were borne before Kings and 


Emperors. The Seven Lamp-Sconce,in the Jewiſb Taber- 


| nacle, was a neceſſary Piece of Furniture. In this Viſion, 


the Seven Lamps burning before the Throne, not only en- 
lighten and embelliſh the Scene, but do alſo well expreſs 
the Illuminations of the Spirit of Truth, whereby we per- 
ceive the Things of God. | 


[4] The Tabernacle had a Laver, the Temple a molten 
Sea, Veſſels ſuitable to the holy Houſe of God, the King 


of Iſrael; the Waters of which were to cleanſe and pu- 
rify his Proviſions and Attendants, The tranſparent Sea 


before the Throne, contributes much to the Ornament 


and Grandeur of the Scene; a Collection of Waters be- 


ing, not only highly delightful to the Eaſtern People, but 


very fit and neceſſary to have a Place where the Throne 


and Dominion of God are exhibited. This Conſideration 
alone may preclude thoſe myſtical Senſes, which ſome 


very learned and pious Men have given Countenance to ; 
ſuch as the Lauer ef Regeneration; the Blood of Chrift ; the 
Auliiiude of Chriſtian People, Sc. 


about 


% 
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about the Throne [I], as neceſſary Appendages 
and Supporters thereof, were four Beaſts, or liv- 
ing Creatures; known in the prophetic Lan- 
guage by the Name of Cherubim, Ezek. x. 
which were full of Eyes before and behind; where- 
by their great Knowledge and Sagacity are ſym- 
bolically denoted, V 6. f 

12. Theſe Cherubim [m] being diverſe as to 


[/] If the Bodies and Feet of the Cherubim reſembled 
thoſe of the Ox, the moſt uſeful Beaſt in the World, 
as is probable from E zel. i. 7, 10: x. 12, 14. and the 
Bench of the Throne was like the Lid of the ſacred Cheſt, 
which formed the Mercy-Seat ; the Cherubim may well be 
ſuppoſed to ſtand, one at each Corner, bearing on their 
Hind-parts this Bed of State. This Poſition will per- 
* haps account for the Expreſſions, in the Midſt of the Throne, 
and round about the Throne ; eſpecially if the upper Wings 
of each Cherub were ſtretched out ſo as to meet one an- 
other, as it is probable they did, forming a Covering, or 
Crown-work round about, Exod, xxv. 20, 25. 

In] The Cherubim have no one determinate Figure in 
Scripture, but appear. diverſe according to their reſpective. 
Employment, or Uſe in Viſion. “ All the ſeveral De- 
& ſcriptions which the Scripture gives us of Cherubins dif- 
& fer from one another; but all agree in repreſenting a 
“Figure compoſed of various Creatures, as a an, an 
© Ox, an Eagle, and a Lion.” Calmet, art. C, H, E. Jo- 
ſephus, ſpeaking of thoſe on the Mercy-Seat, ſays, “ they 
« are flying Creatures: But their Form is not like to that 
« of any of the Creatures which Men have ſeen : Tho? 
« Moſes ſaid he had ſeen ſuch Beings near the Throne of 
« God,” Antiq. B. iii. c. 6. This mixed Portraiture, this 
Variety of Shape and Form, is conſiſtent enough with 
hiergglyphical Characters; for ſuch, and ſuch only are 
the Cherubim. How excellent the Contrivance, where the 
ſame ſymbolical Beings at once ſupport and embelliſh the 
Throne, and repreſent all animal Nature l | 

b their 
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their Faces, ſeem to be the hieroglyphical Cha- 


racters of the Creatures of Life, or of all animal 


Beings in general: The fir/t Beaſt was in Face 
like a Lion, the Repreſentative of wild Ani- 
mals; and the ſecond Beaſt like a Calf, or Ox, 
the Repreſentative of tame Animals; and the 
third had a Face as of a Man, and was the Re- 
preſentative of rational Animals; and the fourth 
Beaſt was in Face like a flying Eagle, the Re- 
preſentative of airy Animals, V 7. . 
13. Moreover, theſe four Cherubim had 
each of them fix Wings about bim; like the 
Seraphs In], which the Prophet Iſaiab ſaw, 


L] Seraphim and Cherubim are but different Names, 
probably, for one and the ſame kind of Beings ſeen in 
Viſion. And whatever Work they have been occaſionally 
ſent to execute, whether of Judgment or Mercy, Gen. iii. 
2 . Iſa. vi. 6. ſuch always attend, bear and ſupport the 
Royal Seat of God, as oft as -he has ſhewn himſelf to 
his Servants the Prophets, under a ſenfible Repreſenta- 
ton of Glory. For,whether he rode in a triumphal Car, 
or his Throne was ſet in Heaven or on Earth, theſe liv- 
ing Creatures were in his Equipage ; and, in one Shape 
or other, were ſeen under, or round about the God of 1ſrac!, 
 £zek. x. 20. Hence theſe following Expreſſions ariſe, H- 
rade upon a Cherub, and did fly : He fitteth, and dwell:th 
between the Cherubim, 2 Sam. xXii. 11. 2 Kings xix. 15. Palm 
XViti.1O. Ixxx. I. xcix. I. The Cher ubim of Glory ſhadowing the 
Mercy-Seat, made by MAoſes, were no other than an Imi- 
tation and Copy of the Exhibition of theſe heavenly 
Things to him, Heb. viii. 5. And it is remarkable, that 
thoſe that were made after the Pattern which David had, 
were for either a Chariot or a Throne, 1 Chron, xxviii. 18. 
The Nature and Uſe of the four living Creatures, in this 
Viſion, in the Midi and round about the Throne, to bear 
aud embelliſh it, being ſo very parent, one cannot but 


Chap. 
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Chap. vi. 2. whereby they formed, on occaſion, 
a Chariot, or flying Throne; which Wings 


wonder that learned Men, inſtead of perceiving an eaſy 
fine Deſign and Intention, ſhould labour to make them 
expreſs particular perſonal Characters, that have either no 
Place here, or can be anfwered with no Propriety by 
them. Some Commentators, following the Conjecture 
of [renzus, have referred them to the four Evangel:/ts, as 
their proper Types and Emblems. Others, again, to 
four of the Apeſtles, Peter and James or John, and Mai- 
thew or Barnabas, and Paul, imagined to be then in u- 
dea. Some ſuppoſe them to deſcribe the Prisſibood, or 
the Biſhops, Paſtors, and Elders of the Church : And 
others, on the contrary, make them to be ſignificative of 
the People. See Hammond, Grotius, Furieu, &c. But as if 
all theſe Conjectures had failed in Extravagance, a mo- 
dern Divine, Dr. Walter Hodges, Proveft of Oriel College, 
Oxford, in a late elaborate Work, intituled ELinv, calls 
the Viſages of theſe four Animals, the Faces of God, and 
makes them to be no leſs than his Sub/ittutes, the Repre- 
ſentatives of the Trinity in Unity, This Conceit put me in 
mind of what the Romiſb Church calls, the Perfection and 
Complement of the Trinity; the Virgin Mary ; whoſe Di- 
vinity the Callyridians, and other ancient Heretics, ac- 
knowledged ; and I could not but think it very poſſible to 
diſpoſe of one of the four living Creatures to the Uſe of 
the holy Virgin-Mother ; unleſs Theiphiluss Hint was 
taken (the firſt Author, according to Mr. //hi/ton, that 
applied the Word Trinity, to the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt) who ſays, 4+ You may have a Quater- 
nat, if you add the Church to them ;” for ſure a Qua- 
ternary is here. But I found the good Doctor had ſome 
Regard to Arithmetich, as well as to the Doctrines of 
ſome of our firſt Reformers. However, I cannot but 
think he has made too ſerious and important a Pcint of 
his Notion of the Cherubim, conſidering the little Appear- 
ance it has of Truth. The Reaſon, according to him, 
why three Perſons of the divine Eſſence, are repreſented 
by four Animals, is, on purpoſe to deſcribe to us the Man 
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were alſo full of Eyes within, like the Wheel; 
of the Cherubim in EzekiePs Viſion, when he 
ſaw the Likeneſs of the Glory of the Lord, to 
ride upon the Earth, Chap. i. 15, 18. denoting, 
that under God, and in his Direction, his Crea- 
tures are all light, active, and perceptive, V. 8. 
14. The chief Animals thus perſonalized, 
and forming, and ſupporting the Seat of God, 
in this Capacity reſt not, but inceſſantly, Day 
and Night, they celebrate his unſpotted Holi- 


Jeſus Chriſt, taken 1N to the Gop EAD, and made one 
with iT. I will tranſcribe his own. Words. Had not 
the Fables about Angels (invented by the ſame Aben 
„ Ezra, or his Accomplices, for the ſame wicked Pur- 
& poſes of effacing the Veſtiges and Evidences of the 
three Perſons of the Eſſence with the Man taken in, as 
„ purpoſely deſcribed in the Cherubim) blinded the Eyes of 
« the faithful Dr. Hammond, &c. Prelim. Diſc. N ote, 
p. 60. Again, The four living ones—here and in the 
* Revelations, ſet forth the three Perſons of the Eſſence, 
« with the Man taken in, and made one with it in the 
“ Perſon of Chri/l.”” Ibid. p. 62. Whether Arians and 
SCocinians can out brave the Force of this new invented Ar- 
tillery, or not, I hope none will ſuſpect the good Doctor 
deſigned only to burleſque Revelation, I apprehend it 
may appear tolerably plain, to a ſimple Chriſtian, with a 
cool Head, that the Purport of the Scene in Viſion, is, to 
repreſent the one fupreme Cauſe of all Things; and that 
the Cherubim are the Attendants of his Majeſty, the Evi- 
dences and Effects of his eternal creative Power. Their 
Situation beneath and about the Throne, their different 
Forms or Faces, as alſo their being called Animals, or living 
Creatures, are proper Signs that they ſtand for ſuch ; and 
their inceſſant Language, as well as the Homage they pay, 
which leadeth to that folemn Worſhip of the Creator, 
with which the firſt Act concludes, I humbly think, do 
loudly ſpeak them to be the Symbols of created Beings 
only. 5 e 

| neſs, 
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neſs, univerſal Sovereignty, unlimited Power, 
and Exiſtence thro' every conceivable Part of 


Duration, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy [o], Lord 


God. almighty, which was, and is, and is 10 
come p], 8. 

15. Tho! theſe living Creatures thus perpetu- 
ally ſpeak forth the eternal Power and Godhead, 
yet have they,on particular occaſions, ſome ſpecial 
Work aſſigned them in the prophetical Drama; 


namely, to be the Leaders of the higheſt Wor- 


[De] The triple Salute and Acclamation of royal Perſon- 
ages, among the Ancients ; as well as the Fervency of 
Devotion, which ſuch Repetitions expreſs ; do well and 
eaſily account for the thrice Holy, without referring it to a 
remote myſtical Senſe of a Trinity of Perſons in the God- 
head. We are indeed informed, by an eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ter, that . Ignatius, the third Biſhop of Antioch in Syria, 
c from the Apoſtle Peter, who alſo converſed with the Apo- 
<« ſtles themſelves, ſaw a Viſion of Angels praiſing the 
& holy Trinity by ſinging of alternative Hymns. Upon 
which the learned Valeſius ſays, I cannot imagine where 
& Socrates had this Story.” Valeſ. n. Socrat. B. vi. c. 8. 
However that be, Proclus, Biſhop of Con/tantinople; was 
% taught the Triſagium, or Hymn to the Trinity, by 
“ Angels.” It began thus, © Holy God, holy Almighty, 
« holy Immortal To which afterward, Anaſtaſius the 
Emperor would have added, who hath been crucified for 
& us;” but it occaſioned a Sedition: And in place there- 
of came this Clauſe, Holy Trinity, have Mercy upon us.” 
See Valeſius Note on Evagrius, I. iii. c. xliv. If St. 
Fobn's Viſion had a Defe#, it muſt be confeſled, there 
have fince been Dreams and pretended Revelations enough 
to well ſupply it. | N | 

] < This Expreſſion ſignifies, that God is eternal, 


by an Induction of all the Parts of Time, paſt, preſent, 


Fand future. Thus the Egyptians expreſſed the Eternity 
of their Minerva, or Js; and thus alſo the Greeks did 
deſcribe the Eternity of their Jupiter. Daubux. 5 
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ſhip and Adoration, paid to Almighty God, by 


the Saints. When they act this Part [q], which 
probably, they do bowing or bending their 
Heads [r}, to give Glory, and Honour, and 
Thanks to the one ſelf-exiſtent God, repreſented 
by him hat fitteth on the Throne, who liveth for 
ever and ever; the Four and Twenty Elders, 
repreſenting the Church, immediately fall down 
before bim that ſittetb upon the Throne, and 


[2] Their Part is not invariably fixed to lead the Wor- 
| ſhip. On other Occaſions, where the Subject more nearly 

concerns the Church,. as Chap. xix. 4. they follow the 
Elders in the Worſhip. 

[7] Proftration could not be their-Poſture, who were 
in the midſt and about the Throne to ſupport it: For if they 
fell down, the Throne muſt fink alſo with them. Neither, 
perhaps, was it the Poſture of the Elders, in their Wor- 
thip, who are repreſented ſitting before the Lord, on 
Four and twenty Seats. The Scene does not contain the 
Entrance of theſe venerable Perſonages into the ſacred Pre- 
fence, but exhibits them ſeated. That they aroſe again 
from their Seats, and fell down upon their Faces, or kiſſed 
the Ground in their Worſhip, ſeems not ſo natural. Be- 
fides, they had every one of them Harps, and golden Vials 
Full of Incenſe, Chap. v. 8. and if a Decorum ought to be 
_ preſerved in the Machinery, I humbly propoſe whether 

the Words, to fall down, ſhould not be here underſtood 
with ſome Limitation, ſo as to ſignify the bending or bow- 
ing of the Body, or Head only. This, it is certain, was 
the Poſture of the Levites in the Houſe of the Lord, ac- 
cording to the Appointment of David, and the Command- 
ment of the Lord by his Prophets: They ſang Praiſes with 
' Glagneſs, and they bowed their Heads, and worſhiped, ſee 
2 Chron. xxix. 27, 31. However, if the Elders proftrated 
themſelves, I perfectly agree here with Dr. Hodges. (tho 
perhaps not for the ſame Reaſons) that the four /iving 
Creatures only bowed their Heads. x 15 
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worſhip bim who Iiveth for ever and ever; and 
by their reverential Poſture, do as it were, ca/t 
their Crowns before the Throne , ſaying, T, hou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, 
and Power ; for "thou haſt created [s] all Things, 
and for thy Phaſure they are, and were created, 
V 9, 10, 11. 

16. St. ohn having finiſhed his Account of the 
Scene, and principal Characters in general, pro- 
ceeds next to what was more ſpecial; namely, 
he /aw in the Right Hand of him that ſat upon 
the Throne, repreſenting the One Supreme God, 
a Book, or Roll of Prophecy, written within/ 
and on the Back or Outfiae, ad: with ſeven 
Wo U, Chap. . 


[5] The firſt AQ of Worſhip is, an Hymn to the ks 
tor, the Author and Governor of the Univerſe. From 
whence we may learn, that Natural Religion is the Foun- 
dation, and has the Lead of all inſtituted Worſhip. In 
Creation is God ſeen, and the Fire of Devotion is kin- 
dled there. All thy Words ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy 
Saints Gall bleſs thee, Pſal. exlv. 10. Thus it is in this Vi- 
ſion of Heaven, where St. Jahn was in the Spirit: And 
thus will it be wherever the Father is worſhiped in Spirit 


and in Truth. The Study of Nature (faith a learned 


and ingenious Divine) - is at once conducive to the Be- 
c nefit of Man, and the Honour of God, and is the moſt 
& effectual Preſervative from all Superſtition and falſe Re- 
« ligion; and from what is till the more formidable Ex- 
4 treme, all Contempt of the true.” Mr. Birch's Serm. 
before the Royal College of Phyſicians, p. 21. 

[t] Some ſpecial and important Prophecies reſpeQing 
deſolating Judgments were ordered to be written in a Roll; 
as Iſai. viii. I. Jer. xxxvi. 2. Several Pieces of Paper, or 
Parchment, ſewed together, and rolled upon a Stick, make 
'a Book according to the manner of thoſe ancient Times. 
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17. And relative to this, St. John ſaw an 


Angel of great Strength and Dignity, come 
forth into the Midit of the Theatre, and with 
a Voice loud enough to be heard even to the 
moſt diſtant Parts of the Creation, make the 
following Proclamation, Who is worthy to open 
the Book, and to looſe the Seals thereof? M 2. 
18. Whereupon a profound Silence enſued. 
No one in Heaven, nor in Barth, neither un- 
der the Earth, i. e. in all the Univerſe of Beings, 


was equal to the Deſign, was able to open the 


Book, neither to look thereon [u], V 3. 


Hence it is ſaid of the Heavens, when its Contents ſhall 
be no more ſeen by a People or City, the Heavens ſhall be 
rolled together as a Scrole, Iſai. xxxiv. 4. Rev. vi. 14. The 
Roll of a Book written within and without, ſeems to be 
the Symbol of an heavy Prophecy. By having fuch an one 
ſpread before him, and being cauſed to eat it, E ze4tel. was 
prepared to denounce God's Judgments againſt Iſrael, by 
Siege, Famine, Sword, and Diſper/ion, ſee Chap. ii. iii. iv. 
All learned Perſons do not agree with the Punctuation of 
our Tranſlators in this Place. Mr. Lowman, who herein 
follows Grotius, ſays, this Book was not written en the 
« Backſide.” But if it was not, why is its Backſide men- 
tioned ? Nobody would imagine the Seals to be within. 
If it be ſaid, that © then ſome Writing muſt appear legible 
& to the Eye; it is granted. However, the Book could 
not be read, properly, by any one until it was unſealed 
and opened. Beſides, it is probable that St. John was 
cauſed to know, that the Book was written within by what 


he ſaw on the Ouꝛſide thereof, which the Inſide could not 


contain. | | | 
[z] To be worthy, and to be able, ſeem to import here 
one and the ſame thing, Comp. verſes 2, 3, 4. To carry the 
Scheme of Providence into Execution, or to diſcloſe the 
Secrets of Futurity, is above the utmoſt human Capacity. 


Neo man was able to open, and ts read the Boo, no nor even 
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t9. St. John, who had his Expectations raiſed, 
and his Curioſity excited towards the Knowledge 


of future things, Chap. iv. I. under the Appre- 


7 look thereon, By this laſt Exprefſion twice repeated, I 
own I have ſuſpected a Dzfficulty in the Conſtruction of 
this wondrous Volume. I dare not fay, the Book cannot 
be looked upon, fince the Lamb has prevailed to open it, 
and to unlooſe the Seven Seals thereof : But, ſure I am, 
few have as yet been able to look thereon, or to give any 
rational Account of this emblematic Device. It is 
about 120 Years ſince Mr. Haydoch obſerved to Mr. 
Mede, the cylindrical Form of this Book. And if it was 
of that Formation, common to Books of thoſe Times, it 
is probable it did not conſiſt of ſeven Leaves, rolled fide 
by fide one within another ; but was rather like one Skin 
of Parchment written on both Sides, and rolled on a Stick 
(ſee the preceding Note) the Seals faſtning down the End 
that was outward. If this was its true Conſtruction, the 
Book was not to be read, or looked upon, until it was 
opened by having all its Seals unlooſed. Conſequently 


(whether its Contents were written in Hieroghphical Fi- 


gures with Mottos, as ſome have conjectured; or whether 
no Myſtery at all belongs to its Contents, farther than 


that it was like EzekzePs, the Symbol of an heauy Pre- 


phecy) what John ſaw, on the opening of each Seal, was 
not beheld by him in the Book. Probably, the Voice 
from the fir/t living Creature, like as of Thunder, ſaying, 
come and ſee, is to be conſidered as the Introduction to a 


new Viſion: And probably the Viſions, conſequent on 


the Seals, have no farther Connection with the Hook than 
that they were cauſed, by the Power and Skill the Lamb 
ſucceſlively exerted, in opening thereof, Wherever the 
Things that were ſeen in prophetical Viſions, are wwritter;, 
ſhould they not be well conſidered and attended to, as 
Helps to determine the Order, and explain the Senſe of 


the Things repreſented by them? To what End elſe are they 


written? A Neglect of this, is, perhaps one Reaſon why 
the prophetical Books are ſo little underſtood. The right 
Notion of the particular Form and Conſtruction of the 


| DJ henſion 


18 Obſervations on the ſecond Jiſion 


henſion of a Diſappointment, wept greatly ], 
becauſe, as himſelf expreſſeth it, wo one M 
found worthy to open and to read the Book, ne 
ther to look thereon, V4. I 

20. Whereupon one of the Elders, obſerving 
his Grief, performed the friendly Office of an 


Sealed Bot, is a Point of Conſequence, eſpecially as 
* Commentators on the Revelation begin here to build their 
reſpective Hypotheſes. It may be too common, even to 
Writers of high Figure and Character, to take for granted 
what firſt ſhould be proved; particularly with Regard to 
this Volume, << that it was a Seven-leaved Book ;”. or 
that © it conſiſted of ſeven Parts, which being opened 
e one after another” (they therefore ſuppoſe) “ are de- 
e ſigned to unfold the Hiſtory of ſeven ſucceſſive Periods 
c of Time.” But what if this Volume was without ſuch 
Parts, and was as it were one intire Piece, of the Roll- 
Form (which, as aboveſaid, beſt agrees with the Form 
of the moſt ancient facred Books.) Then may not the Vi- 
ſions which were immediately conſequent on the opening 
of the Seals, be more properly conſidered as deſcriptive of 
the ſeveral remarkable Circumſtances which conſpired in 
one great Event? This I mention with Submiſſion : And 
I humbly propoſe it to the Conſideration of future Writers 
on the Apocalypſe, whether they ought not to be ſome- 
what curious in ſettling the Imagery thereof, as alſo ſtrict 
in adhering thereto, in their Explanations. 

[x] Thoſe Perſons, who think St. John wept much upon, 
not his own, but, the Account of the Church, ſeem to ſup- 
poſe Inſpiration, I know not how, ſuperſedeth the Paſſi- 
ons and Aﬀections, the common Springs of Action, and 
maketh the Man another Sort of Being than he really is. 
The Reader will be pleaſed with Mr. Lecke's Sentiments 
to this Purpoſe, as I find them more full and better ex- 
preiled. God, when he makes the Prophet, does not 
«© unmake the Man. When he illuminates the Mind with 
s ſupernatural Light, he does not extinguiſh that which 
«© is natural.” Of Human Under/tanaing, B. iv. c. xix. 


In- 


Inſtructor to him, /aying, Weep not; and dire- 
Red him to two [y] ancient Prophecies, which 
foretold a Perſon, who was fince come, with all 


the Qualifications requiſite to ſo great a Work. 
Behold, faith he, the Lion of the Tribe of Fu- 


ſy] The Lion of the Tribe of Fudah, the Root of David. 
Theſe, I humbly apprehend, are not Names or Titles of 
Chriſt, and cannot be applied to him but by way of En- 
igma. He is no where elſe, that I know of, in Scripture, 
called a Lion. If he be fo called here, Behold the Lion, 
lo, a Lamb appears: A very contrary Character! Nei- 
ther can he be called, with any Propriety in our Lan- 
guage, the Root of David, without calling him the Re- 
verſe of what he is, that is, the Branch, Be all Contra- 
diction and Repugnancy of Notion far from Divine Re- 
velation. We have here the manner of citing and applying 
two ancient Prophecies to N Chriſi, by intitling them 
after the chief Image or Notion expreſſed in them. A 
Manner well known to the Jews, the particular Titles of 
whoſe moſt ſacred Books, as well as the Diviſions of them, 
are taken from the principal Matters treated of, or Per- 
ſons, or Things mentioned therein. Bebold the Lion of the 
Tribe of Fuaah. A plain Reference this to Jacob's famous 
Prophecy touching that Tribe, Gen. xlix. q, 10. Judah is 
a Lion's Whelp ; from the Prey, my Son, thou art gone up : 
He fiooped down, he couched as a Lion, and as an old Lion; 
who fhall rouſe him up? The Sceptre ſhall not depart from 
Fudah, nor a Lato-giver from between his Feet, until $Shi- 
laß come, and unto him ſhall the gathering of the People be. 
The Root of David is alſo a like Reference to the Prophecy 
of 1/aiah, Chap. xi. 1. And there ſhall come forth a Rod 
out of the my Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow cut of his 
Roots. And Verſe 10. And in that Day there ſhall be a 
Rost of Fefſe, which ſhall fland for an Huſign of the People; 
to it ſpall the Gentiles ſeek, and his Reſt ſhall be glorious. 
The plain Truth ſeems to be this, David and his Family 
are conſidered, after the prophetic Manner, as à reyal ge- 
nealegical Tree, whence a notable Branch was to grow. 
Whenever therefore we meet with or are referred to a 


D2 dab, 


a 


_ 


ſeven Horns, and ſeven Eyes, * 6. 


20 Obſervations an the ſecond Viſion 
dah, Gen. xlix. 10, The Root of David, Thai. xi. 


1, 10. He to whom theſe Predictions belong, 


of Fudab's Tribe, and David's Family, hath 
prevailed to open the Book, and to looſe the ſeven 
Seals thereof, Y 5. 


21. Upon receiving this agreeable Intimation, 
St. John beheld, and lo, a new Character ap- 


peared ; in the midi of the Throne, and of the 

four Beaſts, and in the midſt f the Elders (they 
all continuing in the ſame Poſition and Order, 
as before deſcribed) food a Lamb, with Marks 
of Violence, as it had been ſlain; but different 
from all Animals of that Species [=], Bavi 


2 . This was plainly an hieroglyphic, of a- 
cred Character: The ſeven Horns ald ſeyen 
Eyes were Joint Symbols, expreflive of the 
ſame Attributes or Subjects, to wit, the ſeven 

Spirits [a] of God ſent forth into all the Earth, 


Prophecy wider this Similitude, whether it be termed the 
Roos, or Stem, or Rod, or Branch of David, or of Feſt, 
their Son, the Lord Meffiab, is, I believe, always intend- 


ed. He is the chief, the anointed one, that was to ifſue 


from, and concerning whom fo much is predicted . the 
Root and Offspring of David. 

fz] See the Fourth Diſſertation. 

[a] The ſeuen Spirits of God are expreſſed by different 
Symbols in the ſame Viſion. Before the Throne, Ne q, 
they are repreſented by ſeven Lamps of Fire burning. 
Here, with the Emblem of Jeſus Chri/t 'by ſeven Horns. 


and ſeven Eyes. Let none object, as if this was contrived 


to puzzle and miſlead the Reader; fince theſe different 
Symbols have a Fitneſs and Congruity in both Places, 
and Notice is fairly given at each, that the Notion is the 
ſame; ſo that he c nnot be impoſed on, but thro' his own 
Inattention. dee alſo the Note (7) under No. 9. Theſe 


which 


\ of "We" Jo H N. 21 
which are mentioned under the Notjon of Eyes, 
by one Prophet; Zach. iii. 9. iv. 10. and fore- 
told by another, to reſt upon the Perſon of the 


Meffias, Iſai. xi. 2. which ſhews, that the Lamb 
in Viſion, is the repreſentative Character of 


eſus Chriſt, who hath all the Qualifications 


of the ſeven- fold Graces or Gifts of the Spirit 


of God, to unveil his Secrets, and execute his 
Purpoſes in the Church and World. | 
23. The Lamb, thus introduced and defcribed 
on the Throne, in the midſt of the Theatre, 
now began to act his part. He came [G] near and 


Horns and Eyes, on the Head of the Lamb, are natural 
and eaſy Repreſentations of what the F-ws, from Iſaiab 


xi. 2. faith Lightfoot, ſpeak much of, viz. the ſeven Spi- 
rits of Meſſiab. The Septuagint there reckon up ſeven 
Gifts of the Spirit, anſwerable to the ſeven Spirits of God, 


mentioned Zach. iii. ꝙ Lowth in lic. Every Gift is, by 


an high Figure perſonalized, as, e. g. the Spirit of Wiſdem, 


the Spirit of Knowledge, &c. I mention this, not only to 
reſtore the true Notion of the ſeven Spirits, but the rather 
to ſhew that the Application of thoſe Terms, with their 
Symbols, to ſeven Arch- Angels, tho it has the Sanction of 
ſo great a Name as Mr. Fo/eph Mede, is forced and un- 
natural. What, it ſeems, led him and others to it was, 
taking the Holy Ghoſt for ſtrictly a Perſon, the third in 
the Trinity, they thought it “ very hard and harſh to 
© make him the Horns and Eyes of Chriſt, as he is the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sins of the World, 


< that is, as he is Man,” viz. Medes Works, B. 1. Dif. 


10. Thus prolific is Error, one wrong Conceit begetteth 
another; nor is the wiſeſt Man able to render it other- 
ul OO es „ | 

[5]. The Eaftern Thrones were large enough to admit 
ſeveral Perſons at once; ſee Obſervations on the Fir Vi. 
ſion, p. 66. This royal Seat, whereon the Lamb aQteth' 
his Part, is the Throne of God, the Father of our Lord 
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22 Obſervations on the ſecond Viſion 
zook the Book out of the Right Hand of bim c] 
that fat upon the Throne, 7. 
24. And when he had taken the Book, as 2 
Perſon dignified with a ſpecial Commiſſion and 
Authority from God, the Supreme Governor 
and Judge [4] of all, it is highly probable, from 
No. 15. the Four Beaſts, the hieroglyphical Cha- 
racters of the Creatures of Life, which were round 
about the Throne, bowed their Heads, in To- 

ken of Subjection, and gave Glory ſe], 


Feſus Chrift, Rev. iii. 21. To. him that overcometh will I 
grant to fit with me in my Throne, as 1 alſo overcame and am 
fat down with my Father in bis Throne. | 
Ic] It is almoſt an Aﬀront to the common Senſe of 
Readers to obſerve, that two diſtinct perſonal Characters 
are repreſented on this Throne, God, and the Lamb. Yet, 
as if it were on purpoſe to prove one fad Truth, that no 
Revelation is ſo plain but Men may pervert it, the learned 
Dr. Hodges maketh both to belong only to one Perſon. 
Elihu p. 41. The ſecond Perſon is illuſtriouſly diſtin- 
<« zuiſhed in both his Natures upon the Mercy-Seat by a 
<< particular Repreſentation.” So (if I do not miſappre- 
hend him) the Human Nature of one Perſon came and 
took the Book out of the Right Hand of the Divine Na- 
ture of the ſame Perſon. This is the good Doctor's parti- 
cular Repreſentation of the King Meffiah, Him that ſat 
en the Throne: Aſtoniſhing ! Wy AR 
[4] Among the Hibravs, the Seat of Judgment, and 
Throne of Government, are one and the ſame, Daubuz. 
[e] Here is, I humbly apprehend, an Ellipſis, which 
ought to be ſupplied from a preceding Obſervation made 
by St. John himſelf, touching theſe living Creatures ; 
namely, when thoſe Beaſts give Glory, and Honour, and 
Thanks Then the Fear and twenty Elders fall down, Chap. 
iv: 9, 10. The Dominion of the firſt Adam was but a Sha- 
dow, when compared with the Dominion of Chri/t, who 
hath ail Things put under him, all Sheep and Oxen, yea and 
7 25. The 


25. The Four and twenty Elders, immedi- 
diately thereon, who fat around on- Four and 
twenty. Seats, fell down, and bowed themſelves 
in humble Worſhip before the Lamb; acknow- 
ledging his Excellence and Dignity, and their 


own Obligations to him, having every one of 


them Harps and golden Vials, or Cups full of 
Odours [ f J. or Incenſe, which are Symbols of 
the Prayers and Praiſes of the Saints, V 8. 

26. And, on this grand Occaſion, and new 


State of Things, they ſung a new prophetical | 


Song, to wit, of Deliverance obtained by the 
Lamb, ſaying, Theu art worthy to take the 
Book, and to open the Seals thereof : For thou 
waſt ſlain [g], and haſt redeemed us, ſome 


the Beaſts of the Field, Pſal. viii. 7. 1 Cor. xv. 27. But it 
would be as abſurd to ſuppoſe the Beafts, here, joining 
the Elders in the Expreſſions of this Song, as it is to 
ſuppoſe that they alſo had Harps and golden Vials ; or that 
they alſo, who were in the mid/? of the Throne, and round 
about the Throne, as its Supporters, fell down before it, if 
Proſtration were the Poſture in the Elders Worſhip. If 
we do not attend to, and preſerve the Order and Decorum 
of the ſeveral Parts and Characters, we ſhall neceſſarily 
take in a very faulty imperfect Account of the moſt glori- 
ous Viſion that was ever exhibited to Mortals. 

VI In the Jewiſb Worſhip at the Temple, the Time 
of Incenſe was the Time of Prayer, ſee Zuke i. 10. The 
Chriſtian Church on Earth being here repreſented (ſee be- 
low n. [A]) there is evidently no ground for that ſuperſtiti- 
ous Conceit, that the Saints above offer up our Prayers to 
God, and are therefore to be invocated by us. 

g] The Authority and Juriſdiction of Chri/ is founded 


in Death. Therefore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and 


given him a Name which 1s above every Name, that at the 


Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven 
and Things on Earth, and Things under the Earth : Ard 
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24 Obſervations ou the ſecond Viſion 
from the Burden and Curſe of the Law, others 
from our vain Converſation and Idol-Worſhip, 
fo;God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and 
Tongue, and People, and Nation [h]; and haſt 
made us unto our God [i], what we appear in 
Dignity to be, Kings and Prieſts ; and as ſuch 
unto him we ſhall reign on the Earth [&] a 
royal Prieſthood, V q, 10. | 


that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lora, ty 
the Glory of God the Father, Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. A Paſſage 
| finely illuſtrated in this Viſion. 3 
a D] Out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and 
* Nation. Hence it appears, that tho* theſe Characters of 
Twenty-four Elders in the Viſion are taken from the 
ewiſhh Church, they are properly ſymbolical only, and de- 
criptive of the Chri/tian Church, including both Fews 
and Gentiles, The former were redeemed from the Bur- 
then and Curſe of the Law, Gal. iii. 13. The latter from 
their vain Converſation and idolatrous Worſhip, 1 Peter 
i. 18. | " 
[i] Hal made us unto our God Kings and Priefts : Not 
unto the World, but unto God only. In his Account and 
Eftimation they are facred Perſons, bearing a filial Rela- 
tion to him, and having Acceſs into his Preſence : for fo 
much theſe Terms of Power and Dignity import. | 
[+] This muſt be underſtood of the Chriſtian Church 
in this World, repreſented by theſe Elders, we hall reign 
on the Earth. They who interpreting the Words literally, 
of I know not what Dominion, call it civil or eccigſigſtical, 
do groſly miſtake the prophetical Language. This over- 
ſet the Fes. They explained the Prophecies of the King- | 
dom of the Maſſias, in a literal Senſe; and expected it to 
conſiſt in temporal Grandeur and Rule over all the Na- 
tions of the Earth. Hence they rejected Jeſus of Naza- 
reth; and God rejected them. Happy had Chriftians 
been had they never imbibed the like Notion, and fol- 
lowed the ſame manner of interpreting this and other apo- 
calyptic Expreſſions. But we muſt excuſe the Weaknels 
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dra. St. Yobn beheld a vaſt Acceſſion of Ob- 
ects on this nappy Occaſion, and he heard the 
2 oice of them, to wit, many Angels round about 


v2 
o 


the Throne, and the Beaſts, and the Elders, wide 


incircling them: and the Number of them was 


Ten thouſand times, ten thouſand, and thouſants 
of thouſands, an innumerable Company]! ſaving 
with a loud Voice, by way of Reſponſe to the 


Church, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain is 


receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſing; 
i. e. all Attributes and Perfections, implied in 
the ſevenfold Graces and Gifts of the Spirit, is 
he worthy of, in order to diſcloſe and execute 
the Purpoſes of God, V II, 129 + _ © 

28. And the whole Univerſe of Beings 
catched the ſacred Flame, and formed a grand 
Chorus to the Song. Every Creature which 1s 
in Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the 
Barth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that 
are in them, St, Fohn heard, in full Symphony 


of thoſe Perſons who have been fond of this Senſe of the 
Reign of the Saints upon Earth, ſince the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves made a favourite Point of it, before they were tho- 
roughly initiated in the great Myſtery of Godlineſs. To 
fear God, to controul the animal Paſſions, to act a brave, 
a juſt, a generous Part, on all proper Occaſions, or, in a 
word, to reign in Righteouſneſs, ſeems to be that wherein 
the Power and Dignity conſiſts, of which the Elders glo- 
Tied.” Any other Reign of Chri/tians upon Earth “ agrees 
6 not with the Genius of Chri/tian Faith, or with the 
Nature of Chriſtian Promiſes, or with that Frame and 
« Temper of Spirit [which] it requires from the Profeſ- 


ce ſors of Chriſtianity. vid. Mbitiy of the true Millennium, 
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26 e e on the ſecond V; on. 


and Concert, ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, and 

Glory, and Power, be unto him that fitteth upon 

the Throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
. 

29. And the four Beaſts, who bonne: con- 
cluded the Worſhip, and ſaid, Amen [IJ. And 
the Four and Twenty Elders fell down, and, 

probably in profound mental Adoration, wor- 
Jhiped bim that troeth RL ever and ever Im], 


VI. 


F 1] * Thus (aich Mr. Pyle) was . the pure 
ce and primitive Worſhip of the Chriſtian Church, to be 
cc performed toward God and Jeſus Chriſt, thro' all its 
& Periods of Time upon Earth.” To which, I add, when 
God ſhall put it into the Hearts of Chriſtians to review 
and reform their Liturgies (and already it muſt be acknow- 

ledged many of the Reverend the Clergy begin to breathe 
that good Spirit) here is a Model or Pattern worthy of 
their Regard. 
[u] I find myſelf at a Loſs which to admire moſt in 
this divine Compoſition, the amazing Grandeur and Mag- 
nificence of the Imagery, or the Notions, truly ſublime 
and delicate, that are expreſſed throughout. If à warn 
Fancy tinctured with Jgnorance, Superſtition, and Melar- 
choly, can produce the like; it muſt be acknowledged 
thoſe Principles have not well operated for near Seventee; 
hundred Years. 


DISSER- 
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| p Concerning the A U 7 HORITY of tbe 
e 


S the Parts which compoſe the New 2 2— 

/tament were written at different times, 
and in Places remote from each other, no 
Wonder ſome Books ſhould at firſt be called in 
queſtion, or that ſome Time ſhould paſs before 
à Canon of Scripture was eſtabliſhed by the ge- 
neral Conſent of Chriſtians. The Wonder is, 


where Books that have been generally recent | 


by Chriſtians, for the firſt two or three Centu- 
ries as genuine Works, are after diſowned and 
rejected as ſpurious, The former may be ex- 
pected to ariſe from the natural Circumſtances 
of things, and the Care and Caution of Chri- 
ſtians not to be impoſed on : But the latter is 
extraordinary, and imports or requires ſome new 
Evidence and Ni er unknown to the An- 
cients. 

This laſt was pretty much the Caſe with the 
Revelation. For notwithſtanding its high An- 
tiquity, and early and general Reception, it be- 
came controverted on both Sides among many, 
in Eſebius s Time, who the Author of it was: 
Whether Jobn the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, or 

E 2 ſome 
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ſome other Jobn; or whether it was not the 
Work of an Heretical Perſon, 
Caius, generally ſuppoſed to have been a 
Preſbyter of the Church of Rome about the Be- 
ginning of the third Century, was the firſt Ca- 
tholic Writer we are acquainted with, who, 
not knowing what to make of the Book, and 
thinking it to bear ſome Reſemblance to the 
new Prophecy of Montanus, which Proclus, 
whom he wrote againſt, . defended, with great 
Raſhneſs aſcribed it to CERINTHusS. | 
In order to collect together. what Light we 
can on this Subject, we may obſerve, that about 
ſeventy Years, more or leſs, after the Death of 
St. John, aroſe Mont anus, with his two Pro- 
pheteſſes Priſcilla and Maximilla, pretending 
to have ſucceeded in the Gift of Prophecy Qua- 
dratus and Ammias in Philadelphia. As they 
affected much to be in the Spirit, to foretell 
Wars and Commotions, and pronounced them 
Bleſſed, who delighted in the extravagant, fool- 
1th and ſtrange Expreſſions which they uttered 
in Extaſy'|a] ; it is probable, that in their new 
Writings, or Scriptures, which they compoſed, 
they imitated [O] the Revelation of Fobn. And 
as a farther Evidence that they had this Book 


[a] Euſebius, E. H, B. v. C. 16, 17,.18. 

[5] Many Paſſages in the Sibylline Oracles ſeem alſo to 
be copied from the Revelation: Whence ſome Critics 
ſuſpect that Montani/ts were the Authors of thoſe Verſes. 
Whoſe Fraud ſoever it was, it fhews the Genuineneſs of 
the Revelation. Indeed to interpret the Revelation by 
"thoſe filly Writings, as if they came by the Inſpira- 
tion of the ſame Spirit (as Sir John Flyer tells us he, 

| before 
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before them, and built on its Authority, it ſeem 
they ſet themſelves up for the Virgin Company, 
they which follow the Lamb whither ſoever be go- 
eth; and accounted themſelves the Fir- Fruits 
unto God, and to the Lamb, and Citizens of 
that new Feruſalem, which they ſaid was actu- 
ally deſcended from God out of Heaven [c], into 
Pepuza, the Place of their Reſidence in Phry- 
gia, Wherefore how far Caius might have 
been tempted to diſparage a Work which the 
Montaniſts had made ſo ill an Uſe of—deſerves 
Conſideration. Prejudices have their Influence 
upon even great Perſons when preſſed in Argu- 
ment. This really ſeems to have been the 
Caſe with Caius, in aſcribing this Work unto 
An. TE 50 ; 
Whether Caius was ſoon followed therein, by 
Perſons of Note and Eminence, is a Queſtion, 
However, this Opinion concerning its being an 
Impoſture and Forgery, I find taken up and fa- 
voured by a late Writer [a], upon no better 
Foundation, as far as I am able to perceive, than 
that it was farſt ſtarted by that venerable and 
eloquent Man: For tho this Writer talks of ſe- 
veral ancient Authors, who lived before the 


and ſome of the Fathers of the Church have done) is 

one way to diſgrace the Book, and prejudice every nice 

Reader againſt it. | 1 
le] Rev. xiv. 4. xxi. 2. Hit. of Mont. Ar. ii, Sec. 10. 

; Ar . iv. Sec. 5. ; a | 5 

I 4 Diſcourſe Hiſtorical and Critical on the Revelation 

. @ſcribed to St. John. The Original was written in French, 
but never printed, tho' an Engliſb Tranſlation of it was 
publiſhed in 1730, | | | . 

= Age 
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Age of Dionyſius of Alexandria, Divines, who 
were all Greeks [e], who rejected the Revela- 
tion as a mere Rhapſody: He is not able to 
name one. Neither is it probable that Diony- 
Aus himſelf could produce any beſides Caius: 
For on ſo unpopular a Subject as is his Critique 
on the Revelation, it may be preſumed he would 
have done it had he been able. And the plain 
Reaſon why he does not mention Caius by 
Name, ſeems to be in order to take the better 
Occaſion to magnify his Authorities, and ſpeak 
of them in the plural Number, as we ſhall ſee 
by and by. A Practice, this Writer well knows, 
too common in all Ages, and what himſelf has 
mentioned from Mr. Baſnage elſewhere [j]. 
This being fo, it is great Pity we have not 
all the Reaſons which Caius aſſigned for de- 
_ grading this Work. Theſe ought always to be 
mentioned whenever his Authority is urged. It 
is probable indeed that Euſebius, who expreſsly 
mentions Caius by Name, and to whom the 
Book was alſo doubtful, would not omit any 
that were material of them. What therefore 
he has quoted from Caius in his Ecclgſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, Iwill here tranſcribe = © But Cerintbus 
« alſo, who by Revelations written by himſelf, 
< as it were by ſome great Apoſtle, hath feigned 
&* monſtrous Narrations, as if they had been 
e ſhewed him by Angels, and ſets them abroach 
e amongſt us, ſaying, that after the Reſurre- 
«« ction, the Kingdom of Cbriſ will be terre- 


{-] Ibid. p. 30, 33. „ 
| « trial, 


DISSERTATION I gr 
_ ſtrial, and that Men living 2 in the Fleſn 


« at Jeruſalem ſhall be ſubje&t to Deſires and 
* Pleaſures. He alſo being an Enemy to di- 
« vine Scripture, and deſirous to induce Men 
_« into Error, ſays, that there ſhall be the Num- 
« ber of a Thouſand Years ſpent in a nuptial 
= I „ 
That Cerintbus did compile a Work which 
he intitled Revelations, and to which he pre- 
fixed the Name of ſome great Apoſtle, may, 
for aught I know, be true; ſince many For- 


geries of this kind appeared early; and an Arch- 


Heretick, as he is ſtyled, who ſet himſelf up 
even to vie with the Apoſtles, might be as like- 
Jy as any to counterfeit their Writings, in ofder 
to ſpread his own Notions. * 
But was it he Revelation of John that Caius 
imputed toCerinthus? As the Narrations which 
it contains are not more monſtrous or ſtrange 
than thoſe in Ezekiel, Daniel, and ſome other 


prophetical Books [5], where Angels generally 


order, fignify, or interpret the Scene; and no 
ſuch things are taught therein, as that « after 
« the ReſurreQion the Kingdom of Chrift will 
« be terreſtrial, and that Men living again in 


« the Fleſh at Jeruſalem ſhall be ſubſect to De- 


* fires and Pleaſures: And alſo that there ſhall 
e be the Number of a thouſand Years ſpent in a 
« nuptial Feaſt: ] ſay, as thefe things are not 
taught therein (for the Kingdoms of this World 
becoming the Kingdoms of our Lord and of bis 


el Euſeb. E. H. B. ii. C. 28. [/] See the Third 


Di ſſertation. 
3 Cbriſt; 
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Chriſt ; and the Life and Reign of the Souls of 
the Martyrs for a thouſand Years, are Points 
very different: ) One would indeed be apt to 
make it a neceſſary and proper Queſtion, whe- 
ther Caius did not mean = intend ſome other 


Book ? 
But the Truth is, Euſebius underſtood him 


otherwiſe. And Dionyſius, Bilhop of Alexan- 
dria, hath, I think, in the Beginning of his 
Critique concerning the Revelation of Jobn, put 
it beyond Doubt, that this was the Book which 
Caius intended. | 

Indeed (ſay 8 Dionyſius ). ſome of our An- 
« ceſtors diſowned and wholly rejected this 
* Book ; confuting every Chapter, and demon- 
te ſtrating it to be an unknown and ſenſeleſs 
c Work, and that the Title is forged ; for 

« they ſay it is not Fobn's : Neither is it a Re- 
« yelation, becauſe it is covered over with ſo 
« thick and dark a Veil of Nonſenſe ; and that 
t not only no Apoſtle, but alſo no holy or ec- 
es cleſiaſtical Perſon could have been the Com- 
4 piler of this Work: But that it was Cerin- 
ce thus, the Founder of the Hereſy, called from 
< him the Cerinthian Hereſy, who was deſir- 
c ous to have a creditable Name prefixed to 
«© his F orgery : For this, they ſay, was Cerin- 
« Zhus's Opinion and Doctrine; that Chriſt's 
« Kingdom ſhould be terreſtrial : And what- 
at ſoever he, being a carnal and voluptuous Man, 
ac moſt luſted after, in theſe he dreamed the 
« Kingdom of Chrift conſiſted ; as in indulg- 


ing the Belly, and the Parts beneath the 
5 Belly, 
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« Belly ; I mean in Eating, Drinking, and Wo- 
« men; and alſo in Feſtivals, Sacrifices, and 
e killing of Victims, by which theſe might with 

t more ſpecious Pretences be acquired.” 1 

From the manner in which Euſebius hath 
cited the Teſtimonies of theſe two Writers, 
concerning Cerinthus, and from the Sameneſs 
of Sentiment in his Quotation from Dianyſius, 
concerning the Revelation of Fobn, with that 
before taken from Caius, it is pretty evident (1), 
that it was this Book, and not any other Re- 

velation of John, that Cazus diſowned and 
wholly rejected, ſaying, that it was Cerinthus's. 
(2) That Caius was the Perſon whom Diony- 
Aus principally meant by ſome of our Anceſtors, 
| who had written a large Critique upon it. (3) 
We may obſerve theSubſtance of this Critique 
it imported, that the Revelation was an un- 
known and ſenſeleſs Work, In this laſt Article, 
Dionyſius himſelf ſeems to concur, tho', to ſave 
Appearances, he expreſſeth himſelf with a good 
deal of Art. © I dare not indeed (faith he) re- 
« ject this book, fince many of the Brethren 
« have it in great Eſteem. But this is the O- 
« pinion I have of it, I think the Senſe or Sub- 
«© ject thereof ſurpaſſeth my Apprehenſion, and 
« that there is a myſterious and admirable 
« meaning covertly contained in every Part of 
te it: For tho' I do not underſtand it, yet I 
« ſuppoſe there is a more profound meaning 
e comprehended in the Words, F do not judge 
i] Euſeb. E. H. B. vii. C. 25. — 
VF GR K 5 « of, 
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«« of, nor fathom theſe things by the Line of 
my oven Reaſon ; but attributing much more 
to Faith, I eſteem them more ſublime 
* than to be comprehended by me. I do not 
« condemn thoſe things I do not underſtand, 
but I the rather admire them, becauſe I can- 
« not ſee thro' them“ [E]. This was the Bi 
 thop of Alexandria / 

And indeed he was reported by ſome to have 
ſaid the fame thing with Caius, that the Byok 
of the Revelation was made by the Arch-Here- 
tic Cerinthus, who publiſhed it under the Name 
of Jobn the Apoſtle, that he might get the 
greater Authority for his own Opinions [1]. But 
whatſoever ground there was for this Report, 
we have ſeen above that Dionyſius was willing 
to paſs for a Man of greater Faith, 

But to attend to Caius, or in the plural Num- 
ber to thoſe- Anceſtors of Dionyſius, who, it 
| ſeems, had ſhewn he ee of Jonx to 
be throughout unintelligible and inconſiſtent. It 
is pity we have not the whole Critique pre- 

ſerved, in which every individual Chapter was 
refuted. However, let us briefly examine what 

Dionyfius hath given us. They held the Work 
to be a Forgery. But their bare ſaying, Hat i 
is not Fohn's, is no manner of Proof at all. 
What they farther ſaid, „that it is not a Re- 
« velation, becauſe it is covered over with ſo 
« thick and dark a Veil of Nonſenſe ; and that 
% not only no Apoſtle, but alſo no 198. or ecclc- 


V Ibid. £1 _ Note on Fuſeb. B. 28. 
5 « fiaſtical 
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<« ſiaſtical Perſon could have been the Compiler 
te of this Work: it muſt be confeſſed is pu- 
ſhing the matter home, and for ever preclud- 
ing John from owning thereof. How fair this 
is, let the Reader judge. Cerinihus, that Arch- 
Heretic, was the Compiler, who prefixed the 
Name of Jobn thereto, to gain a more favourable 

Reception to his own Opinion and Doctrine. 
If Cerinthus was the Author, it is my hum- 
ble Opinion he could not have done himſelf 
more Honour than to have ſet his own Name 
to it: Nor could thoſe ancient Critics have well 
ſet him in a more reſpectable Light than by aſ- 
cribing this Work unto him. But be that as it 
may, it ſeems his own Opinion and Doctrine was 
what he chiefly ſought to recommend. Thus 

felf-denying was this Enemy of Truth! 
Be it fo then, that Cerinthus was in Opinion 
and Doctrine a Millenarian, and in his Morals 

a carnal and voluptuous Man. Be the Conſe- 
quence alſo this, that his Dreams ſuited his Luſts, 
or that he framed a chimerical Syſtem, agree- 

able to his vicious Inclinations: Here is a Work 

ſaid to be forged by him. But why? Has it 

ſuch internal Characters as exactly agree with 
and diſcover his depraved Notions? Let us then 
come to the Point. qere does the Revelation 
repreſent the Kingdom of Chriſſ as conſiſting in 
indulging the Belly, and the Parts beneath the 

Belly? Where does it hold forth thoſe ſenſual 
Gratifications of Eating, Drinking, and Women ? 
Where does it ſpeak of Feſtivals, that may with 
a as of Piety, ſerve to promote his lewd O- 
1 5 5 F 2 Pinians ? 
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pinions'? . here of Saerifices and killing of 
Victim? 0 
It is true: We find a Promiſe to eat of the 
Tree of Life, and alſo fo fake of the Waters of 
Life. But this is no more than the uſual Lan- 
guage of Prophecy, We alſo read of tbe Mar- 
riage Supper of the Lamb. But did not Chri/} 
himſelf compare the Goſpel of the Kingdom to 
a Supper, and himſelf to a Bridegroom? And 
does not St. Paul ſpeak in an Allegory of the 
Union of Chriſt and his Church? As there is 
nothing more ſaid of Feftivals, and marrying 
in the whole Book; no Images or unchaſte No- 
tions that may offend the pureſt Mind ; nothing 
at all of Sacrifices, and Killing of Viktims :— 
What muſt we ſay of thoſe Critics? The moſt 
favourable thing that we can ſay is, they were 
too haſty in rejecting this Book, and far too 
raſh in diſparaging it by aſcribing it to a Perſon 
of ſuch an odious Character. 

Here then, I think, from the dend 
which themſelves have urged, we may be ſure 
that Cerinthus was not the Author of it. For 
after all his monſtrous Narrations and Stories 
of Angels, his Doctrines and Dreams, there 
is no Probability, nor Shew of Evidence, that 
the Revelation was written by him U. Beſides 
Cerini bis, on whom this oo ot 18 charged, 


[I] How the Revelation exprefily contradicts ſome of 
Cerinthus's favourite Opinions, as, that the World was 
not made by God Ard that Jeſus was a different Perſon 
fy Chrijt : And that “v it is therefore improbable to the 


Was 
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porary with; and is faid by many 


was contem! 


to have died before St. John. It was eaſy to 


him therefore to have diſowned a Work; and 
prevented its Reception in A//a, thus counter- 
feited and publiſhed with the Sanction of his 
own and that of his Maſter's Name. And can 
we think he would not have done it? This 
would have been much more memorable, and 
of greater Conſequence! than 1renzus's Story, 
which is an extremely improbable one, and of 
very ſuſpected Authority, that /n ſhunned 
the Company of Cermthns, and perſuaded 
thoſe that were with him to leave the Barb 
where he was. According to Tertullian and 
others, St. Jahn actually exerted himſelf in the 
Affair of an Impoſture, where he was much 
leſs intereſted, I mean in degrading the Prieſt 
in Ala, who compoſed the Ads of Paul and 
Thecla. TT VVV 
But before we diſmiſs this Article, it may 
not be amiſs to deſire the Reader, once for all, 
to take Notice of the particular Nature and 
Contents of the Work here ſaid to have been 
forged. Whether we regard it either as to 
Matter or Manner, it is certainly not the 
Compoſition of a low and ordinary Genius. 
For as all its Inſtructions are expreſſed by Sym- 
bols and Hieroglyphics, it muſt have required a 
great deal of Application, Skill, and Judgment 


_ © higheſt Degree, that Cerinthus ſhould write the Revela- 
tion under the Name of Jan; is juſtly obſerved by 
Dr. Lardner, in his uſeful Work of The Gredibility of the 
Goſpel Hiſtory, vol. iv. p. 687, 688. - 

to 


W 
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to collect the Materials together, and to ad- 


apt to each Notion a proper Image. There is 
alſo a prodigidus Delicacy and Accuracy diſ- 


5 played in the Form and Support of the infi- 


2 various Characters that are therein in- 
troduced. And the whole Work diſcovers an 
high Degree of Knowledge of the Power and 
Perfections of God, and alſo of the Scriptures 
of the Prophets, which are almoſt all alluded 
to, or are illuſtrated throughout this Work. 
Nov it is very different with Writings that 
are merely y oof ;/tolary and familiar; as well as 
with thoſe that are "hiſtorical Thoſe may be 
forged with more Eaſe, in as much as a Per- 
ſon may recur to Examples, traditional Re- 
ports, and the Natrations of others for Aſſiſt- 
ance. 1 
Beſides, however uſual it might be for 

Forgers to aſſume the Character of a divinely 

. inſpired Perſon, or Apoſtle, yet very few had 

the Aſſurance (tho' ſome had) to aſſume that 
of Feſus Chrift, as this Writer does, making 
uſe of his Name and Authority to the Title 
and ſubject Matter of the Book—The Revela- 
tian of Feſus Chriſt, &c. And the Manner in 
which it is certified is ſolemn, and calls for the 
utmoſt Attention: Not oniy I John, but 1 
Feſus teſtify theſe things, 
Wheretore if this Work be a Counter feit and 
Forgery, the Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
it mult be a very peculiar and extraordinary 


One. 
And 
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And what End is it adapted to ſerve? No 
turn of worldly Power, or particular Point of 
Doctrine, or eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline (as was 
the caſe with ſome later Viſions) but mere in- 
conſiſtent Vanity. Whilſt it recommends Ho- 
lineſs, Truth, and Purity, the Deceiver and 
falſe Prophet, and wHoS0EVER LOVETH AND 
MAKETH A LYE, are remarkably threatened 


and expoſed, as the moſt odious Characters i in 


the whole Book. 

It is true, there have been notorious F ak 
and Forgeries among Chriſtians under one Pre- 
tence or other; and the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
are a remarkable Inſtance thereof, But if this 
be a counterfeit Work, it muſt, I think, be al- 

lowed to far ſurpaſs every thing of the kind, and 
to be the moſt laboured Forgery in the prophe- 
tic Manner that ever appeared. But this by 
the Bye. 


Whilſt Cerinthus is ſuppoſed by ſome to 


have compiled a ſort of Apocalypſe of his own, 
upon the Model of St. John's; he is thought 

by others to have interpolated the Revelation of 
that Apoſtle, and accommodated it to his own 


private Sentiments. The latter, they judge not 


unlikely, becauſe of the bold Additions made by 


thoſe of his Party, and others, to the Goſpel 


of Chriſt Im]; and the Liberty taken with 


the Writings of the Apoſtles in their own 


Time; which ſeem to have moved Paul to 
| authenticate his Epiſtles with his own In] Hand; 


(L* Gal. i. 6— 10. 8 2 Te. ii. 2. lis. I7. 
and 
5 


39 


1 


5 


1 
3 


4 = -> — 
— * End 4 _—_— 
, ** n 


2 = ITY 2 * 8 A, - : 4 


. 


17 | * 
bY . * 


and St. Joln, to guard his Revelation, as if he 
foreſaw ſuch an Attempt would be made, with 
a ſevere threatning on any Man who ſhould add 

40 the things, or take away from the Words [o] 
Soak Now if this was the-real Truth of the 
Caſe, and that a Copy of this Book fell into 
Cerinthus's Hands, and was interpolated by 
him (as it is faid was indeed the Fate of a Copy 
of St. Matthew's Goſpel, known by his Name 
as well as that of the Goſpel of the Ebionites and 
Nazarenes) [p] 1 do not perce've any Reaſon 


to ſuſpect that the Copy we have, however it 


may have ſuffered in common with other Co- 
Pies of the Sacred Books, by the Careleſsneſs or 
Ignorance of Tranſcribers, hath been mutilated 
and corrupted by him, For, with all its Ob- 
ſcurity, it is throughout plain and expreſs againſt 
what we know were his Sentiments. 

There is ſtill extant, tho' not made public, 
a ſpurious Revelation under the Title of this 
Apoſtle. It is kept in the Archives of the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna. I could wiſh (adds 
* my Author) this Apocryphal Revelation were 
66 forth to light, that it might be com- 
« pared with the canonical one, and that a 
ce Judgment might be made upon it: Not 
ce doubting. but that whether it be the old one 
&« of Cerintbus, or a later one of ſome of his 
« Diſciples, or even but the Work of one of the 


« Montaniſi Sibyls, the Publication thereof 


* may yet be worth the while for the clearing 


[e] Rev. xxii. 18, 19, D Jones of the Canon, 
Vol. i p. 221, 223. N 5 
cc up 


DISSERTATION I. 4 


* up of ſome Particulars, both in this Book of 
% Eſdras, and in St. Johns Revelation, which 
« in ſeveral Places run parallel together” [g]. 
Whether this be the very Apocalypſe of Ce- 
rinthus, which he is ſaid to have framed and 
calculated for the Judaizing Chriſtians who fol- 
lowed him, we mult leave to the Diſcovery 'of 
Time. - 

There are Perſons of wood Loening and Cha- 
. rafter, who, tho' they eſteem the Revelation as an 

holy and pious Work, have thought ſome other 
Fobn was the Author of it, and not John the 
Apoſtle. Now, that there was or might be 
more Perſons of the ſame Name at once in 
Ala, is very poſſible. We read of John, ſur- 
named Mark, Nephew to Barnabas; and that 
he was ſometime at Epheſus with Timothy may 
not be diſputed ; Acts xv. 37. 2 Tim. iv. 17. 
That he was ordained by Fohn the Evangeliſt, 
Biſhop of the Jeiſb Chriſtians at Epheſus, as 
Timothy was ordained by Paul, Biſhop of the 
Gentile Chriſtians in that City, ſeems a mere 
Conjecture, void of all Proof. This John is 
reckoned by many to be the ſame with Mark, 
who wrote the Goſpel : And ſome have appre- 
hended a great Reſemblance in Words, Phraſes, 
and manner of Writing, between Mark's Gol- 
pel and this Book. The aſcribing it to this E- 
vangeliſt is certainly far from degrading it. But 
then, if John Mark was the ſame with the E- 
vangeliſt, he was, according to Euſebius, the 


[9] Dr. Lee's Diſſert. on the Second Book of Ejdras,. 
P- 55» | 
G fir 
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firſt Biſhop of Alexandria, where he is alſo 
ſaid to have ſuffered Martyrdom [y]. This does 
not agree with that other John, who is ſaid to 
reſide in Alia, nor with the Story of the tuo 
Tombs at Epheſus. Neither does it at all agree 
with Papras's [s] Account of this John the 
Elder, from whom, he ſays, he had the follow- 
ing Teſtimony ; * That Mark being the In- 
e terpreter of Peter, accurately wrote whatever 
c he remembred, &c.“ This ſurely was not the 

Preſbyter's Teſtimony of himſelf. He rather 
would have ſaid, I John Mark] being the 
Interpreter of Peter, &c,” And if Fobn Mark 
was, as others more probably think, a different 
Perſon, and not to be confounded with Mart 
the Evangeli/t; that he left Rome after the 
Death of Paul, and went and reſided again in 
Aſia does not appear. Suppoſe it were ſo, and 


let us alſo ſuppoſe for once, that he wrote the 


Revelation; as the Diſciples and Evangeliſts 
were often, and indeed chiefly known by their 
Surnames, it is ſtrange we ſhould never in all 
Antiquity once read of, the Revelation of Mark. 
Whether there be any thing in that Obſervation 
or not, the Writer calling himſelf John with- 
<«« out any very particular Characteriſtics, gives 
«+ Ground to conclude, he is the principal Per- 
fon of that Name then living. And it may 
ce be judged very unlikely, that the Spirit of 
« God ſhould admoniſh and reprove the Seven 
«© Churches of Aſia by Fohn the Elder; (allow- 


[oi Euſeb. E. H. B. ii. c. 24, Calmet, art. M Ak. 
[5] Ibid, E, ie. 39. 


« ing 
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ing that there was ſuch a Perſon) whilſt 
cc , Jahn the Apoſtle was living, and preſided in 
e thoſe Parts“ [z]. 

Euſebius, it is plain, ſeems to have hole; 
that if John the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt was not, 
then John the Elder, whoever he was, was the 
Author of this Book : For thus he quotes ſome 
of Papias's Words, which here follow. Now 
« if at any time I met with any one that had 
e converſed with the Elders, I made a diligent 
„ Enquiry after their Sayings, what Andrew 
cc or what Peter ſaid; or what Philip, or Tho- 
* mas, or fames, or John, or Matthew, or 
te any other of the Lord's Diſciples were wont 
„ to ſay; and what Aron, and Fohn the 
Elder (the Diſciples of our Lord) uttered, 
« For I thought that thoſe Things contained 
ce in Books could not profit me ſo much as 
«© what I heard from the Mouths of Men 
ce yet ſurviving.” — And then Euſebius adds, 
e In which Words it is very obſervable that he 
<« recounts the Name of John twice; the for- 
© mer of whom he reckons among Peter, 
James, Matthew, and the reſt of the Apoſtles ; 
© manifeſtly ſhewing thereby that he ſpeaks of 
e John the Evangeliſt : But, making a Diſtin- 
« Ction in his Words, he places the other ohn 
te with thoſe who are not of the Number of the 
« Apoſtles; putting Ariſtion before him; and ex- 
« preſsly calls him te Elder. So that hereby 
& is ſhown the Truth of their Relation, who 


I:] Dr. Lardner Credib. vol. iv. p. 729. | 
| G 2 * 
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« have faid that there were two in Afa who 
« had that ſame Name; and that there are 
« two Sepulchres at Epheſus, and each of them 
« now called the Sepulchre of John. Now 
« I judged it very requiſite to make this Ob- 
_ « ſervation: For it is likely that the ſecond 
« (unleſs any one would rather have it to be the 
« firſt) ſaw that Revelation which goes under 
« the Name of John. Further, this Papas, 
* whom we ſpeak of, profeſſes he received the 
« Sayings of the Apoſtles from thoſe who had 
te been converſant with them; and was, as he 
* ſays, the Hearer of Ariſtion and Jobn the 
vc Elder” [z 

Allowing here the Truth of Euſebius's Ob- 
ſervation, that Papias ſpeaks of another John 
beſides John the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, whom 
he calls tbe Elder: This ſecond John could 
not, I think, be contemporary, but muſt have 
lived later than the other. Papias made dili- 
gent Enquiry (he ſays) after what Andrew and 
Peter, Philip and Thomas, James and Fobn, 
Matthew, and the other of the Lord's Diſci- 

les were wont to ſay : But as to Ariſtion and 
Jobn the Elder, he heard what they uttered, 
as from the Mouths of Men yet ſurviving. The 
Apocalypſe then muſt be of a later Date than 
the Apoſtolic Age, if this Zobn {be Elder was 
he who ſaw it. 

Now, not to mention here any internal Cha- 
racters that may be produed for an earlier time, 

is it not very ſtrange that Irenæus, the Diſciple 


[4] Euſcb. E. H. B. iii. c. 39. 


* 


and 
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and Follower of Papias, ſhould not be better 
informed by his Maſter, who the Author was, 
than to aſcribe it, as he does, to John the Evan- 


geliſt? Weak as Papias ſeems, he muſt have 


known this: And it was to his Diſciple Fe- 
_ neus's Purpoſe to have mentioned it, when he 
aks of the Time when the ee ee was ſeen. 
But if this was Euſebius's Opinion, it is plain 


5 was not ſingular therein. Dionyſius, as was 


before obſerved, wrote a large Critique on this 


Work, in which he endeavours to ſhew, that 


not the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, but ſome other 
7ohn was the Compiler thereof. I forbear to 
tranſcribe and examine this Critique, as it would 
be impertinent in me, after it has been ſo well 
done with great Candour and Impartiality by 
the learned Dr. Lardner, in his Fourth Volume 


of the Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory. The 


Reader will there find a large Account of Dio- 
nyfrus's Criticiſms, together with many judicious 
Remarks by way of Reply to the ſeveral Obje- 
ctions urged by him. Dionyſius's Argument in 
brief is, to ſhew from the Genius and Style, 


Method and Diſpoſition of the Book, that it 


was not wrote by John the Apoſtle and Evan- 
geliſt, on account of its Difference from his jr 
Epiſtle and Goſpel. I am ready to allow, © that 
e there are certain Words or Expreſſions very 
common in St. Johns Goſpel and Epiſtle, 
<« but not to be found at all, or very rarely in 
« the Revelation. But is this an Argument ſuf- 
ficient to prove, that he that wrote the former 
was not Author of the latter alſo ? Are not the 
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Subjects themſelves very different? And does 
not the Deſcription of Things ſeen in Prophetic 
| Viſion, admit of a great Difference of Senti- 
ti ments, and Words, and Manner from that of 
an Hiſtory or Familiar Epiſtle ? Beſides : The 
Apoſtles were not great Writers. Their Work 
was chiefly to preach the Goſpel. And as Dr, 
| Lardner has finely obſerved, *« If there were 
any Reaſon to think, that there was ſome con- 
« ſiderable Diſtance of Time between the com- 
ce poling of any of theſe Books, that might be 
ce one good Way of accounting for Differences 
« of Style. For it is not unlikely, that one and 
e the ſame Perſon, writing upon different Ar- 
ce guments, and at a great Diſtance of Time, 
ec eſpecially if he be one who does not fre- 
« quently exerciſe his Style, or write in the in- 
ce termediate Space, ſhould have a very differ- 
« ent Manner in his ſeveral Performances” [x]. 
But becauſe the learned Author juſt cited, 
having alledged Mr. Blachwall's Obſervation, 
that St. ohn often takes one thing two ways, 
both in the Affirmative and Negative; He that 
hath the Son, hath Life, and he that hath not 
the Son, hath not Lie; with ſeveral ſuch In- 
ſtances; ſubjoins, But I don't remember ſuch 
« Forms of ſpeaking in the Revelation.” I 
ſhall therefore here produce an Example or two, 
Rev. ii. 3. And baſt laboured, and haſt not faint- 
ed. Ver. 13. And thou holdeſt faſt my Name, 
and baſt not denied my Faith. Chap, iii. 5. And 


[x] Credib. vol. iv. p. „ 


7 will. 
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Jill not blot out his Name out of the Book of 
Life; but I will confeſs his Name before my 
Father, and before his Angels, Ver. 8. And 
haſt kept my Word, and haſt not denied my Name. 
I am encouraged to this from the amiable Au- 
thor himſelf, as well as from what he elſwhere 
obſerves: © Learned Men therefore are in the 
* Right to produce every thing tending to ju- 
e ſtify and ſupport the common Opinion con- 
cc cerning the Writer of this Book, and to ob- 
& ſerve all Evidences internal and external of 
e its being the Work of John the Apoſtle” [y 


Bur Appel we ſhould not he- aha. 


the Argument for this Book beyond what was 


2 granted by Dionyſius, that it was written by 


ſome holy and divinely inſpired Perſon, but not 
by Fobn the Apoſtle. Then this Book is 
* greatly degraded, its Authority is leſſened, 
ce and it can no longer be reputed canoni- 
ce cal” [z]. It may be fo, if we judge of the 
Canon of Scripture by the Practice of ſome of 
the Ancients, who ſcrupled not to quote ſpu- 
rious and apocryphal Pieces under the Title of 
holy and inſpired Writings ; whilſt thoſe only 


of the Apoſtles, or that had their Sanction, were 


deemed canonical by them. But if we fix pro- 
per, clear, and determinate Ideas to the Terms, 
and do ſuppoſe the Writer, whoever he was, to 
be an holy and divinely inſpired Perſon; what he 
ſays muſt be true, and,conſequently, the Book 


is a Revelation from God, given for the Rule 


[9] Ibid. p. 733. [z] Ibid. p. 732. 
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Church's Vindication, 


48 ' DISSERTATION I. 


of our Faith and Practice; in ſignifying which, 


unto his Servants, Feſus Chrift was more nearly 
concerned. than with the Publication of any 


other Book of the New Teſtament. The Reve- 


lation of Feſus Chrift, which God gave unto 
him, to ſhew unto his Servants things which muſt 


ſhortly come to paſs. Chap. i. 1, J Feſus have 


ſent my Angel to teſtiſy unto you theſe things in 
the Churches, Chap. xxii. 16. Allow the Writer 


to be an holy Man, divinely inſpired, and I ſee 


no Claſs wherein to range this Work beneath 
ble Books of Scri- 

pture [a]. „ 
However, in order to carry the Argument 


farther, I will endeavour to make good this 


brief Obſervation ; namely, that the Compiler 
of this Work has deſcribed and characteriſed 


- himſelf to be John the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, 


The Revelation of Feſus Chrift, which God gave 


unto bi m, to ſhew unto his Servants 7 hing, 


which muſt ſhortly come to paſs ; and be ſent and 


Igniſied it by his Angel unto his Servant Fobn ; 


who bare Record of the Word of God, and of the 
Teftimony of Feſus Chriſt, and of all Things that 


Il. a] I perfectly agree with an ingenious Writer, who, 


| ſpeaking of the /ifons of Hermas, ſays, For my part, I 


% ſee no Medium between inſpired and uninſpired; 
cc they are either the Work of God, or the Work of 


* Man; if of Man, they are then upon the ſame Foot 


cc with other human Compoſitions of the ſame Nature, 
ec that is, with the Compoſitions of other enthuſiaſtic 


„ Viſionaries, for in that Light only, to ſpeak the Truth, 


& T can conſider them.” Mr. Tols Remarks upon Mr. 
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be ſaw. This, with what follows by way of 
Motto, Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the Words of this Prophecy, &c, makes the 
Title Page of the Book. 

He who did not put his Name neither to hs 
Goſpel, nor Epiſtles, prefixeth it here, in Con- 
formity with all prophetical Writers ; there be- 
ing no Book without the Name of the Prophet. ® 
And if through Modeſty he does not call him- 
ſelf Fohn the Apoſtle ; neither did St. Paul, in 
all his uncontroverted Epiſtles, aſſume that Ti- 
tle. Beſides, the UII of John was never 
| diſputed. 

% His SERVANT Fobn; ' an Epithet 9 
by the Apoſtles did uſually {tyle themſelves 
Thus, Paul a SERVANT of Jeſus Christ. Rom. 
i. 1. James a SERVANT of God and of the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, James i. 1. Simon Peter @ 
SERVANT and an Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, 
2 Pet. i. 1. Jude the SERVANT of Jeſus Cue 
V9.1. 

e He ſent and ſignified it unto bis Servant 
ce John, who BARE RECoRD of the Word of 
c God, and of the Teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt, 
« and of all Things-that he ſaw.” To be a 
Witneſs of Chriſt, and of his Goſpel, was the 
proper Work of an Apoſtle, Luke xxiv. 48. And 
ye are Witneſſes of theſe things, Jobn xv. 27. 
And ye alſo ſhall bear witneſs, becauſe ye have 
been with me from the Beginning, This was 
| alfo expreſſive of the Apoitleſhip; fee Adds i. 22, 
25. Accordingly the Lord Feſus faid unto Paul, 
Acts xxvi. 16. For I have appeared unto thee 
57 7, | N 5 5 for 
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Jor this Purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter ano 
A W1TNEss both of theſe things which thou haſt 
ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which Iwill ap- 
_ pear unto thee. Hence Peter and the other A. 
poſtles aſſumed this as their proper Characteri- 
ſtic. Acts v. 32. x. 39. And we are bis Wir- 
 NESSEs of theſe things. 1 Pet. v. 1. The Elders 
which are among you, I exhort, who am alſo an 
Elder, and a WITNESS of the Sufferings of 
Chrift, If I need add more Proof, it ſhall be 
the unexceptionable Words of John in his Goſ- 
pel, Chap. xix. 35. And be that ſaw it BARE 
RxgcoRD, and his RECORD is true. 

Now compare theſe Paſſages with the Words 
here ſubjoined to the Name of John, —who bare 
Record of the Word of God, and of the Teſti- 
mony of Feſus Chriſt, and of all things that he 
ſaw—and who would not think them 1 
added, and ſufficient indeed, to diſtinguiſh and 
ſpecify the Writer, that he was the Apoſtle of 
that Name ? 

« But (it is faid [5]) all thoſe Words may 
&« be very properly underſtood of this Book, 
* the Revelation, or the things contained in 
« jt.” But with Submithon, as thoſe Words 
follow the Author's Name in the Title of the 
Work, Irather think them declarative of himſelf; 
and this indeed to be the moſt natural and ob- 
vious Senſe in which they are to be taken, Thus 
ſome of the ancient Fewy/h Prophets have de- 
ſcribed themſelves in the Beginning of their 


[5] Credibility vol. iv. p. 70g. 
5 ꝛ)§ Books, 
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Books, by ſome former Mark or T oken; as 
Ferem, Chap. i. 1, 2, 3. The Words of Feremiah 
the Son of Hilkiah, of the Prieſts that were in 
Anathoth, in the Land of Benjamin: To whom 
the Word of the Lord came in the Days of Jo- 
ah. It came alſo in the Days of Jeboiakim. 
Amos i. 1. The Words of Amos, who was among 
the Herdmen of Tekoah. What will moreover _ 
abundantly confirm this, is, the rendering which 
ſome learned Moderns give to the Words : 
« wwh0 HAD TESTIFIED,' ſo Hammond. Who 
*© HAS BORNE WITNESS of the Word of God,” 

fo Hells, Wherefore I conclude, that thoſe 
Words, ſubjoined to his Name, are deſcriptive 

of the Writer of this Book, or the Perſon to 
whom the Revelation was fienified ; and that 
this was no other than John the Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt, 

But we have another Argument, from the 
Occa/ion and Place of his Baniſhment. I John, 
who alſo am your Brother, and Companion in 
Tribulation, and in the Kingdom and Patience 
of Feſus Chriſt, was in the Iſle that is called 
Patmos, for the Word of God, and for the Te- 
ſtimony of Feſus Chrift, By the Word of God, 
and the Teſtimony of 2 Chriſt, cannot be 
meant the Apocalypſe : For he could not bear 
Record of what as yet he had not received. 
Let us then connect what he ſays of himſelf in 
theſe two Places together (which is but fair) 
and we ſhall find the plain Account of the Mat- 
ter to be this, That John, for having borne 
. of the W. ord of God, and for the Teſti- 

2 „  oay 
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mony of Feſus Chriſt, either by writing, or 
_ Preaching, or both, of the Facts of the Goſpel 
was baniſhed into the Ifle of Patmos: Or in 
other Words, thoſe Circumſtances or Things, 
on account of which he deſcribed himſelf, Fob 
who bare Record, &c. were the Occaſion of his 
Exile. 
Nor muſt that other Particular, the Place to 
which Jobn was baniſhed, where he had theſe 
Vi ſions, be paſſed over in Silence. None of our 
Criticks on this Book, either ancient or modern, 
who have mentioned the two Sepulchres at E. 
pheſus (tho Jerome, who ſaw them, obſerves 
that ſome thought they were two Monuments 
of the ſame Jobn the Evangeliſt) have given us 
the leaſt Hint of 7wo Johns who were in Pat- 
mos. If. Papas, or one of the Fathers had ſaid, 
that Jobn the Elder was in Patmos, as others 
aſſert that John the Apoſtle was there; we had, 
perhaps, been more puzzled to know unto which 
of the 74x09 to aſcribe the Revelation. That he 
was there who /aw the Revelation, is not de- 
nied. And the Truth is, all ancient Writers 
mention this peculiarly of John the Apoſtle and 
Evangelift. This we have from Euſebius him- 
elf. * In this Perſecution (meaning that of 
% Domitian) it is reported, that John the Apo- 
e ſtle, and alto Evangeliſt, who yet lived, was 
“ baniſhcd into the Iſle of Patmos, upon Ac- 
« count of the Teſtimony he exhibited to the 
% Woid of Ges.” E. H. B. iii. c. 18. More- 
„ over, the Account of the Ancients amongſt 
„ us declares, that then alſo the N Joln 
« was 
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& was releaſed from his Baniſhment in the 
% Iſland, and took up his Habitation again at 
0 Epheſus.” B. iii. c. 20. And again Chap. xxiii. 
« At the fame Time the Apoſtle and alſo Eyan- 
« geliſt Jobn (the fame whom Teſs loved) ; 
« remaining yet alive in Afia, governed the 
« Churches there, being returned irom his Ex- 
<« ile in the Ifland after the Death of Do- 
ce mitian.” 

If any think, this 8 tight not to be 
« mentioned as a diſtinct Confideration ; be- 
e cauſe that thoſe Writers, ſuppoſing this Book 
« to have been written by Fohn the Apoſtle, 
« concluded thence, that he was baniſhed into 
« the Iſland of Patmos; * I beg leave to diſſent 
from them. For tho' this Book does declare 
that the Writer thereof was in the Iſle that is 
called Patmos ; yet under whoſe Reign it was; 
the Time of his Return; his Reſidence in Afa; 
and Government of the Churches there after= 
ward ; theſe are Circumſtances of which the 
Book is wholly filent : And it is the Relation of 
theſe, which could not be gathered from the 
Book, that makes up the Teſtimonies above 
cited. If the Ancients had ſaid nothing but what 
was borrowed from, or ſupported by the Book, 
then indeed one might omit their Teſtimonies 
on this Occation, But when they record parti- 
lar Circumſtances and Events which they con- 
nect with (before or after) St. John's Baniſh- 

ment into Patmos, and ſome of them probable 


[c] Credibility, vol. iv. p. 705. 
enough, 
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enough, their Evidence comes very proper, as 
derived from contemporary Perſons who knew 


5 the Truth of the Facts. Hear a Relation 


« (faith Clement, Biſhop of Alexandria) which 
« is not a feigned Story, but a real Truth, de- 
© Iiĩvered concerning Jobn the Apoſtle, and kept 
te jn Remembrance. For after the Death of the 
“ Tyrant he returned from the Iſland Patmos 
ce to Epheſus, and being thereto requeſted, he 
« went to the neighbouring Provinces, in ſome 
4 Places conſtituting Biſhops, in others ſetting 
« in Order whole Churches, and elſewhere ele- 
« Qing into the Clergy ſome one or other of 
« thoſe, who were made known to him by the 
85 Spirit. I omit the Story which is preſerved 
in Euſebius, E. H. B. iii. Chap. XX111, as not being 
to my preſent Point, as is the above Introdu- 
ion thereto. a 
hut it is not to be wondered at if any who 

queſtion the Genuineneſs of the Book, do ex- 
cept againſt making the Teſtimony of the An- 
cients to the Baniſhment of Jobn the Apoſtle 
into Patmos, a diſtinct Conſideration in Proof 
of his being the Author thereof. For this will 
prove too much for them. For as the Fathers 
unanimouſly agree in their Teſtimony, that 
John the Apoſtle ard Evangeliſt was in Patmos, 
it is probable that, whatever ſuch Perſons a 
Cerdo or Marcion might ſay, before Caius con- 
tradicted and brought into queſtion the Revela- 
lation, it was ever received in the Church as the 


Work of that Apoſtle. 
Since 
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Since then John, the Writer of the Revela- 
lation, deſcribes himſelf by this Circumſtance, 
of the Place of his Baniſhment; and it is con- 
firmed by the Teſtimony of the Ancients, that 
John the Apoſtle and Evangelift was in Baniſh- 
ment there; the Proof that ohn who wrote 
this Book was the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, is, I 
think, as full and ſtrong to us as if he had 
culiariy and expreſsly ſo ſtyled himſelf. Here 
indeed our critical Hiſtorian ſeems to be right. 
It is certain (faith he) that if the Apoſtle St. 
« Fohn is not Author of the Revelations, he 
« was at leaſt deſirous the World ſhould think 
100k | 
But the Authority of this Book has not been 
ever eſteemed where one would have expected 
it moſt. The Author I laſt quoted, mentions | 
for Inſtance, the Council of Laodicea, ec which 
“js the firſt, at leaſt that we hear of, that drew _ 
« up the Catalogue of the inſpired Writings, 
«© held about the Year 360, by thirty-two A/a- 
« tic Biſhops.” Thus ſaith he, ©« thoſe Reue 
* /ations were even diſowned in the Place 
« where they were ſaid to be written; and 
« proſcribed by thoſe very Biſhops of Alia who 
<« aſſumed the Title of Heirs and Succeſſors to 
St. John; aſſembled at Laodicea, in the 
« Midſt of the Seven Churches to whom the 
« Revelations were directed, and of which 
« Church we meet with ſo glorious a Teſti- 
te mony in that 2918 Work“ [4]. Without call- 


lc) page 43. Diſ. Hiſt and Cris. [a] Ibid, 55, 56. 
= N ing 
. 
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ing in Queſtion "me geographical Skill of this 
e Author, placing Laodicea in the 
Midſt of the —. Ae and alſo his Ac- 
quaintance with the Book itſelf, in the glorious 
 Teftimony, he ſpeaks of, given to that Church 

(neither of which is true, and ſhews, by the 

way, that he is almoſt as haſty as was Cazus) 

we may obſerve, that their Omiſſion of the Re- 
velation in their Catalogue, is, perhaps, only a 
Proof that they they thought it a Book not pro- 
per to be publrcily read [e]. But ſuppoſe this 
Council did indeed not eſteem it to be the 
Work of John the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, 
From the Beginning it was not ſo. According 
to Tertuilian, who flouriſhed about 160 Years 
before this Council, the Churches of 4/a were 


of a very different Opinion. 'His Words, 


as made Engliſh by the Author of the Diſcourſe 
himſelf, are theſe very remarkable ones: We 
« alſo have the Churches that were founded by 
« St. Fotn ; for notwithſtanding that Marcion 
< looked upon his Revelation as ſpurious, yet 
« if we trace the Succeſſion of the Biſhops from 
« the Beginning, we ſhall manifeſtly find that 
c St. John was the Author of this Piece.” 
Skould Tertullian's Evidence be objected to, be- 
cauſe he dwelt in Africa, and was capable of 
being deceived: we may add that of Melito, Bi- 
ſhop of Sardis, who flouriſhed before Tertul- 
lian, and who wrote a Treatiſe upon this Bock. 
Our hiſtorical and critical Author would in- 


| [e] Credibility, vol. viii. p. 293. Richardſen's Canon of 
the N. . Find. p. 15. . 


_ deed 
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deed fain render his Authority doubtful, by ſay- 


„ * as the Work is loſt, we are ignorant 


« whether it ſet the Revelations in a favourable 


ce or diſadvantageous Light: Yea, he would 
inſinuate, that poſſibly it might be ſtruck at by 
Melito, in that very Work: And the better to 
ſerve his turn, he has alſo unfairly ſuppreſſed 
L/] Part of its Title, which expreſsly aſcribed 


the Revelation to Fobn. But there are none, I 


believe, who examine his Vouchers in Da 


* 


of being miſled by him. Learned and impartial 
Perſons will rather conſider Melito as a very 
good Authority for this Book: * It is plain (faith 
* Dr. Lardner) he aſcribed that Book to John, 
te and very likeiy to John the Apoſtle. I think 
te it very probable he eſteemed it a Book of Ca- 
© nonical Authority” % See what is ſaid of 
him by the learned Chillingworth, in his Ak- 
GUMENT drawn from the Doctrine of the Mi- 
LENARIES againſt Infallibility. 

Melito living fo near the Age of St. John, and 
being Biſhop of one of the Seven Afan Churches, 
« could neither be ignorant of their Tradition 
« about it, nor impoſe upon them,” fays Sir 
Jaac Newton [hb], . 


[/] Page 13. The Title of the Book in Euſebius, to 
which this Author refers, is this, Concerning the Devil, and 
of the Revelation of Fohn : But he has curtailed it thus, 
Of the Devil of the Revelations. What ſtrange Work would 
not this manner of rendering Titles make with ancient 
Monuments! 2 


[g] Credib. vol. i. p. 330. [+] Obſerv. p. 248. 
1. Where- 
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ge the Senſe of the Laodicean Synod, 


whatever it was, comes by far 5 5 ite. And 
tho this 3 bas met with a Fate fornewhat 
like that of Jeſus C bre, Arie Author, 
who was not much eſteem eddi Coun- 


try, ſeveral Reaſons may be ai i as the 
Cauſe thereof; ſuch as the great  {=Ction to 
Montaniſm that ſoon ſpread all over %% The 
Attack of Heretics, as Cerdo and Marcion, and 
the Alogians, who alſo denied the Genuineneſ 
of St. John's Goſpel, and fathered that too upon 
Cerinthus ; the Controverſy about the Mille- 
narian Doctrine, which was grounded chiefly 
on ſome miſtaken Paſſages in this Work; and 
finally, the bold Aſſertion and Critique of thoſe 
two orthodox Writers, Caius and Dionyſius, 
who ventured to diſparage and leſſen the Au- 
thority of the Book which they did not under- 
ſtand; and who, being Men of great Learning, 
Credit, and Influence, eſpecially the latter, were 
followed in the fourth and fifth Centuries, in 
ſome particular Notions, by almoſt all the 
Eaſt. | 
But as we have above ſeen the greateſt Pro- 
bability that the Writer was no other than Johr 
the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt; and ſince certain 
Characteriſtics appear in thoſe Parts that are 
opened, which plainly ſpeak the Book an ex- 
traordinary and divine Compoſition; we will 
take our Cave of (hs Argument, 


DISS ER. 
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Concerning the Tims when the Rx vx- 
LATION was written. 


ITI is obſervable of the ancient Prophets, that, 
J except five or fix of them, they have ſpeci- 
fed the Reign of the Prince, and given other 
Notes of Time, when they hare 11 or had 
their reſpective Viſions. If St. John had done 
this, with the Exactneſs of ſome of them, we 

| had been ſpared the Labour of the preſent En- 
quiry. However, we muſt take things as they 
are; and where we cannot arrive at Certainty, 
be content with what is moſt probable, _ 

All Writers allow, St. John lived to a very 
great Age: But as to the Time of his Baniſh- 
ment into Patmos, where he had theſe Viſions, 
they differ at leaſt thirty Years; ſome ſuppoſin 
it to be under either Claudius or Nero; whil 
others fix it toward the End of the Reign of 
Domitian, in Anno 95, or 96. „ 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the moſt ancient 
Evidence we have from Antiquity is in Favour 
of the latter Opinion. Treneus, writing con- 
« cerning the Number of the Name of Anti- 
« chriſt, mentioned in the Revelation of St. 
John, does in theſe very Words, in his fifth 
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<<. Book againſt Hereſies, thus ſpeak concerning 
% John. But if at this preſent Time his 
MName ought publicly to be preached, it would 
. & have been ſpoken of by him who ſaw the Re- 
% welation. For it was ſeen not a long Time 

& fince, but almoſt in our Age about the lat. 
« ter End of Domitian's Reign” [i]. This is 
full and direct to the Point. And Treneus had 
probably all the Opportunity of knowing the 
Truth hereof, and of being an authentic Wit- 
neſs ; for it is ſaid, he © had been a frequent 
« Auditor of thoſe who had converſed with St. 
& 7obn himſelf,” and was moreover inquiſitive 
in all « the accurate and ancient Copies of this 

* Book [E].“ e 

But allowing this: Notwithſtanding Tre- 
nuss Teſtimony is ſo very expreſs and poſitive, 

it may be excepted againſt, For how particu- | 
larly converſant ſoever he might be in all tbe 
| | accurate and ancient Copies (which, I think, 
By. are his own Expreſſions, and by the way, would 
lead one to ſuſpect the Book was not wrote fo 
| near his. own Time) he appears to have had 
no judicious or ſublime Thoughts of the Pro- 
9 05 thereof; but following Papias (who, if 
he was an Auditor of John the Apoſtle, and a 
Companion of Polycarp, was a weak Man, of a 
very ſhallow Underſtanding ,[1]) he has explained 
the Reign of the Saints upon Earth in a groſs 
ſenſual Manner, of Feaſting, and getting of 


[iI Buſeb. E. H. B. iii. c. 18. 

[e Whifton's Eſſay on the Reuelation, 2d Edit. p. 36. 

[1] Euſeb. E. H. B. iii. c. 39. a 
„Enn 
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Children, &c. [m] and was one of thoſe early 
Fathers who contributed to raiſe a Prejudice 

againſt the Book. And then, as to chronological 
Facts, his ſmall Acquaintance with them 

pears from the Account he gives of the Age of 
our Saviour, that he lived either till he was 


Fifty, or between Forty and Fifty Years old. — 
He who could miſtake in ſo plain a Caſe as the: 


Age of Chriſt, and vouch Apoftolical Authority 


for it too (unleſs Wrong has been done him 


here, and a Paſſage bs inſerted in his Works, 


which is not his: Which ſome. may ſuſpect, 


tho' T think the Paſſage is generally reputed [ 
genuine; I fay, he who could do this) might 
eaſily miſtake the Age of a Book, and his War- 
rant for fixing its Date ſo low as the latter End 


of Domitian's Reign. 
If it be ſaid, [reneus followed an Hypothe. 


« ſis in the former Caſe, whereby the good Man 


« was led into that Error: who wilt aſcertwin 
that he did not the like in fixing the Date of the 
Apocalypſe? Certainly he followed an Hype; 


n] Ihitzy of the Aion 728, 720. The 
learned Dr. Lardner, whoſe Account I rather chuſe to ſol- 
low, faith thus: * But [reneus and Lactantius, who we re 
« Millenarians, don't expreſs themſelves in that Manner. 


« What they ſay, is, that at the Time of the firſt Re- 


e ſurrection, there will be found ſome good Men living 
c upon the Earth, and that of them in the Space of a 
„ Thouſand Years ſhall be born a numerous Race, a 


« godly Seed: Over whom likewife the raiſed Saints are 


< to reign, and by whom thay are to be ſerved,” Greesb. 


vol. iv. p. 696. . 


La] Jenes of the Canon, vol. i. Appendix, p. 5502 
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theſis in the Interpretation thereof. And where 
he had an Argument to proſecute, or an Ad- 
verſary to oppoſe, even Dr. Cave himſelf can- 
not but own, the Eagerneſs of Diſputation' 
« tempted him to make good his Aſſertion from 
any plauſible Pretence” [o]. 5 
Beſides; I do not find the Generality of 
learned Perſons are diſpoſed to give Credit to 
this ancient Father in another Point of Chro- 
nology ; I mean, as to the Time of St. Mat- 
thew's writing his Goſpel : which, according 
to him, was, while Peter and Paul were 
« preaching at Rome” [p]. Now Paul, it is al- 
lowed, was there in the third Year of Nero, a- 
bout Anno 59 or 60. And if Iren@us's Teſtimony 
was to be admitted here, ſince he makes Mat- 
thew's Goſpel to be the fir/t written, the Con- 
ſequence plainly is, hat the Church was with 
out any authentic Hiſtory of Chriſt till almoſt 
thirty Years after his Aſcenſiun: A ſtrange Con- 
ſequence ! eſpecially if what Mr. Le Clerc ſup- 
poſes is true, that there were many ſpurious 
Goſpels publiſhed in that Time : and therefore 
juſtly avoided by moſt Writers, as well ancient 
as modern [q] ; who rather think St. Matthew 
wrote his Goſpel about eight Years after the 
Aſcenſion ; 1. e. at leaſt twenty Years ſooner 
than this Father would make it. 
If his Teſtimony then be invalidated, as 1 
think it muſt [y], at leaſt in a Point of Chro- 


[0] Life of Irenæus. [p] Euſebius, E. H. B. v. c. &. 

[] Jones of the Canon, vol. iii. p. 61, 62. | 

[7] See Dr. Middlaten's Free Inquiry, p. 45, &c. © He 
- nology, 


. 
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\ 
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nology, I need not concern myſelf with that of 
other Writers on that Side of the Queſtion, who, 
as far as I am able to diſcern, all _— more or 
leſs, to build upon him. 

EPpiPHANIUs, who lived in the fourth Cen- 
tury, expreſsly affirms that FJobn propheſied in 
the Time of Claudius Ceſar, when he was in 
the Iſle of Patmos. But the Blunders charged 
upon him in this Place (tho probably not fo 
great as what Petavius apprehended) together 
with his manner of Replying to the Objection 
of the Alogians, has leſſened his Authority with 
learned Perſons. However, 

The Alogi were a Sect that aroſe after the 
 Montaniſts, and are conſidered by EPI HAN Ius, 
as diſtin& from them, inaſmuch as they reject- 
ed the Goſpel of St. Fohr, and alſo the Re- 
velation. Their Objection to the Revelation 
they founded upon this, namely, that there 
was not a Church of Chriſtians in Thyatira in 
St. John's Time, when the Revelation was 
wrote. How then could he write to a Church 
that was not in Being? If what they ſaid was 
only a Cavil on the Word Church (as Sectaries 
have been always prone to appropriate that 

Name wholly to their Party; and the Cataphry- 
gians (of whom ſome conceive the Alog? were 
a et} it ſeems did aſſert, the Faith of 


« was a very pious Man, and a great Lover of the Chri- 
* ftian Religion, the Truth of which he ſealed with his 
% Blood ; but that he was any great Judge of Things or 
_ Opinions, will not be thought Ae who ſhall but 
by 4 read his Writings.” Le Annot. John i. 1 
cc t e 


4 
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tt the Chriſtians was firſt revealed to us, and 
„ took its Beginning from us” [s), then they 


might have ſaid the ſame with Regard to Smyr- 


na, Pergamus, and the other Afian Cities; that 
they had no Churches till the Days when they 
were perverted, and had embraced their parti- 
cular Opinions. But if they meant more by it, 
than merely to cavil, the Objection deſerves 
Notice. Thoſe Heretics, who chiefly reſided in, 
or near Aa [t], it is poſſible, might have ſome 
Reaſon for this poſitive bold Aſſertion. It might 
be true, that there was no Church at Thyatira 
ſo low as the latter End of Domztiarn's Reign, 


when Trenaus dates the Apocalypſe ; and yet 
there might have been a Church in that City 


both before and ſince. | 


When St. Paul went through Pbrygia, and 


My/ia to Troas, it lay in his Way to paſs thro 
Thyatira : And it is probable that from Troas 


the Apoſtle was called into Macedonia, whither 


when he came he met with Lydia of the City 
of Thyatira, Acts xvi. 12, 13. This was A. D. 
51, about three Years before the Death of 
Claudius. ” 19 

At this Time Lydia and her Houſhold, be- 
ing then vending their Merchandiſe at Philippi, 
embraced the Chriſtian Faith and were bap- 


tized. Now, from the Manner in which Chri- 


ſtianity was firſt planted, it is highly probable 
a Church did ariſe in Thyatira, from thoſe Con- 
verts, if not from the Apoſtles preaching there 


[s] Socrates, E. H. B. ii. c. 37. 


ft] H. Mont. Ar. xv. Sect. 4. 
i | them- 
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themſelves. The Zeal of thoſe primitive Chri- 
« ſtians being ſuch (as Mr. Daubuz well ob- 
« ſerves) that the Converſion of one Man gave 
« occaſion afterwards to the Settlement of a 
© whole Church, where he failed not to pro- 
« pagate the Goſpel. This even Lydia might 
& do by herſelf, or by thoſe Corn 
« which ſhe correſponded withal ; the beſt 
« Purple or Mercers Ware, coming from that 
* Country: And the Apoſtles were not ſo ne- 
« gligent, upon ſo hopeful a Beginning, to re- 
te fuſe going ſo far to finiſh the Work; eſpe- 
«* cially St, Jobn, who lived ſo near them for 
« many Years,” [4] 

Here then one might conclude almoſt for 
certain, the Alogians were wrong, There was 
probably a Church of Chriſtians at Thyatira 
in Claudius's Reign, which might continue to 
exiſt till after that of Nero. And towards the 
latter End of Domitiar's Reign, when Trenzus 
dates the Apocalypſe, there might be no Church 
then. Thyatira might be in Ruins for ſome 
Time ; or the Church might come to nothing 
afterwards, Both theſe are poſſible in that 
Land of frequent Earthquakes. And it is a pro- 
bable Conjecture of an honoured Friend, to 
whom I am obliged for the Matter of this Ar- 
gument, that the, Threatning contained in the 
Letter ſent to that Church, Rev. ii. 22, 23. 
Behold, I will caſt her into à Bed, and then that 
commit Adultery with ber into great Tribula- 
tion, except they repent of tbeir Deeds. And I 
will kill ber Children with Death; and all the © 


(#] Daubuz on Rev. ii. 18. | 
K Churches 
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Churches ſhall know-that I am he which ſearch- 
eth the Reins and Hearts : And 1 will give 
unto every one of you according to your Works : 
might poſlibly relate to ſome ſuch impending 
Judgment. 5 5 | 
Upon the whole. The Alogians might be right 
in ſaying, that there was no Church at Thya- 
tira, about the latter End of Domitian's Reign, 
when Jreneus dates the Apocalypſe ; and yet be 
abſolutely miſtaken in ſaying, there was no 
Church in Being there in the Time of St. Jobn, 

or during his Life. | 7 

But whatever becomes of John's being ba- 
niſhed to Patmos in Claudins's Reign, which 
may ſerve as an Inſtance of the Uncertainty of 
the Chronology of thoſe Times, Euſebius, in 
the Beginning of that Chapter, where he re- 
citeth the Teſtimony of Irenzus; ſpeaketh of 
St. John's Baniſhment into Patmos under Do- 
 mitian, as a Matter merely reported of. And 
Sir 1/agc Newton [u] obſerves, that afterwards 
in his Evangelical Demonſtrations, Euſebius 
conjoins the Baniſhment of Fohn into Patmos 
with the Deaths of Peter and Paul: And fo 
do Tertullian and others, ps. 

In the twelfth Year of Nero's Reign, at the 
Breaking out of the War in Fudea, when the 
whole Province was full of unſpeakable Cala- 
mities (which yet were exceeded by the Dread 
of what was threatened [x]) the Diſciples, it is 
ſaid, diſperſed themſelves, and Fohn retired into 
([u] Obferv. p. 236. [x] Feoſephus of the War, B. ii. 
. Ya. Note on Lead K WE os 

| Al. 


La 
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Aſa [ y]. And it is probable John might be ſoon | 
ſecured, and baniſhed into Patmos by Order of 
the Roman Government, if not as a Few, and 

the Leader of a Fewiſb Sect, yet as accounted 
a ſeditious Perſon, who propagated what they 
termed a new Superſtition. Either Reaſon would 
be thought ſufficient at that Time to procure 
His Exile [Z], tho' the latter, according to his 
own Account, was the principal Occaſion, 
Chap. i. 9. I John, who alſo am your Brother, 
and Companion in Tribulation, and in the King- 
dom and Patience of Feſus Chriſt, was in the 
Ie that is called Patmos, for the Word of God, 
and for the Teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt. 
This Tribulation will well ſuit the Time of 
Mero, who began the firſt general Perſecution 
of the Chriſtians, And accordingly Sir 1ſaac 
Newton fixes the Baniſhment of John into Pat- 
mos, and the Date of the Apocalypſe about this 
Time. | | 
Mr. Whiſton [a], indeed, beſide the great 
SBtreſs he lays on Irenæuss Teſtimony, has of- 
fered two other Arguments for the late writing 
of the Apocalypſe, which deſerves ſome Atten- 
tion, eſpecially ſince he looks upon them as 
Demonſtrations. * The firſt is, that had this 
* Book, wherein ſo much longer an Interval 
ee than a Thouſand Years is directly foretold 
«* before the general Reſurrection and Day of 
e Judgment, been written in the Days of Nero, 
** the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians could not 
D)] Euſeb. B. iii, c. 1. [z] Ibid. B. ii. c. 25. 


[a] Eſſay on Rev. p. 37. | 
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t poſſibly have expected them to come in their 
e own Time; as they certainly did, till near 
e the End of the firſt Century.” 
I do not deny the apparent Force of this Ar- 
gument. But I muſt call in queſtion the Truth 
of the Fact upon which it is founded: For 
where does it appear that the Apoſtles and firſt 
Chriſtians did certainly expect the general Re- 
ſurrection and Day of Judgment to come in 
theic own Time ? We are referred, indeed, to 
Part ii. Pref. Coroll, 2. 

What this learned Perſon has there advanced 
concerning our Saviour himſelf, that he, when 
on Earth, "did not know the exact Time of the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem; and his Diſciples, 
that they, then, did not well underſtand what was 
meant by the Expreſſion of his coming, may be 
granted. But that after the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord, and the Effuſion of the Spirit, till near 
the End of the firſt Century, the Apoſtles and 
firſt Chriſtians expected the general Reſurrection 
and Day of Judgment to come in their own 
Time, is the Point that ſtill remains to be 
proved. For tho' what Mr. Whifton ſays is true, 

that St. Paul does ſpeak in the firſt Perſon plu- 
tal, We which are alive, and remain unto the 

coming of the Lord, 1 Tbeſſ. iv. 15, 17. the Con- 
cluſion which Mr. }/hi/ton would draw, will 
not follow from thence. A judicious Commen- 
tator obſerves [5], „It was uſual among the 
gc Aran, to ſpeak in the ſame Manner of the 


Cs] Dr. Kok in loc. 2d Edit. 
& Per- 
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* Perſons of their Nation, tho' they lived in 
* very diſtant Ages, Thus, when the Gene- 
ec ration that came out of Egypt were in gene- 
c ral dead, Moſes addreſſes their Children, Deut. 
* i. 6. and ſays, The Lord our God ſpoke unto us 
ec in Horeb; and  g. © I ſpoke unto vou at 
te that Ti ne and = Lord your God hath 
* multiplied YOU, and behold you arg this Day 
* as the Stars of Heaven for Multitude : 
« y 19. When ws departed from Horeb, we 
ce ent thro" all that great and terrible Will 
te derneſs, which you ſaw, &c. And lo he ſpeaks 
« in the a of that Chapter, and in the 
_ « following Chapters. And Deut. xxvi. 6, &c. 
when they ſhould be ſettled in the Land of 
« Canaan, in future Generations, Moſes taught 
te them to ſay, The Egyptians evil ieee, us, 
« and ajflicted us, and laid upon us hard Bon- 
&« dage: And when we cried unto the Lord 
« God of our Fathers, the Lord heard our Voice; 
t and brought us forth out of Egypt. See the 
e like Phraſeology, Fuages ii. 1, &c. Matth. 
e xix. 8. and xxii. 3 1. Mark x. 3. Fobn vi. 32. 
e and vii. 19, 22. Acls vii. 38, 5 53. Now 
© oy might not St. Paul ſay [we, and 
« zs,] when he was ſpeaking of Chriſtians of 
« different Ages ; as well as Moſes and others 
e fay fo of the Fews of different Ages? Are 
te not Chriſtians often conſidered as one Church, 
t one Family, one City, one Kingdom, one 
fe Temple, one Building, one Body, or as 
Members of one and the fame Body; whether 
45 1 be in Heaven or on Earth, or in what 
8 | Age 


* 


* 
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« Age or Nation ſoever they live? And what 
„ Impropriety can there be for any of them to 
* ſay [we, and s,] who conſider themſelves as 
ct part of that Church and Body ?—It is evi- 
«« dent that St. Paul expected not to eſcape 
te Death, but to die and riſe again. 2 Corinth, 
* jy. 14. v. 6, 8. Phil. i. 20—2 5. iii. 10, 11, 
% 2 Tim. iv. 6. St, Peter expected ſhortly to 
_ © put off his bodily Tabernacle, even as our 
« Lord Jeſus Chrift had foretold him, 2 Per, 
. j. 14.—And finally, when the Theſſalonians, 
* by the Means either of ſome weak or deſign- 
« ing Perſons, were led into this very Miſtake, 
e that he Day of the Lord was then juſt at 
te hand, St. Paul himſelf wrote a ſecond Epiſtle 
dc to them, in which he aſſures them that he 
te did not fay, or inſinuate any ſuch thing, as 
* that the Day of the Lord was then at band. 
te Fora grand Apoſtacy would ariſe in the Chri- 
« f;an Church: And the Man of Sin exalt 
*« himſelf as a temporal Prince, and be de- 
t ſtroyed, before the ny of the Day of 
« the Lord.” | 
However, after all the Proof to hich we 
are referred, that the Apoſtles and firſt Chri- 
te ſttans did certainly expect the general Reſurs- 
i rection and Day of Judgment to come in their 
& own Time,” Mr. Whifton, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, ſpeaks with great Modeſty [c]; 
« I only fay, they ſeem to have imagined, that 
* the jaws Day of Judgment would not be very 


L Eg, Do 143. | 5 
« long 
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c long deferred beyond the Deſtruction of Fe- 
« ruſalem.”” 80 that whatever Demonſtration 
there be in the firſt Argument, the Principle it- 
| elf, upon which only it is concluſive, is at 
length owned to be not ſtrictly certain. 
The ſecond Argument [4] is, the want of 
&« any one plain Allufion to, or Citation of any 
« Part of this Book in moſt of the later Books 
& of the New Teſtament ; particularly in the 
te Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, wherein almoſt all the 
ce other Books are cited, and that not ſeldom ; 
b but wherein the Apocalypſe is never either 
ce cited or alluded to, as not extant when any 
cc of the Parts of that Book were written, which 
« yet extend to A. D. 86. whence it is almoſt 
4 certain the Apocalypſe was not then written.” 
I make no Scruple to take this upon Mr. 
W. 2 ce that the Apocalypſe is never 
« either Cited or alluded to in the Apoſtolical 
c Conſiitutions.” But he muſt excuſe me if I 
make a contrary Uſe thereof to what he has done. 
For from hence, I think it is almoſt certain, 
that the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions were com- 
piled about the latter End of the. fourth or the 
Beginning of the fifth Century, when the crude 
Notion of the Millennium, with the Criticiſms 
of Caius and Dionyſius, had brought into and 
had kept the Apocalypſe in Diſrepute, in that 
Part of the World: or, if they were written 
ſooner (as indeed they ſeem not to have been) 
that the Compiler of them depended upon the 
[4] Ibid. p. 37. LO 
chro- 


eg 


. Holy City, all as actually ſub 
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chronological Character from Jrenæus, for the 
Date of the Apocalypſe, and had Art enough 


not to contradict himſelf, by citing Paſſages from 
a Work which he intend ſhould appear 


ſterior to his own. Now whether there be not 


as great Probability for the Truth of either of 
theſe Concluſions, as for Mr. I biſton s, J leave 
the intelligent Reader to judge. 


Having intimated elſewhere [e], that there are 
certain internal Characters for the early Date of 


the Apocalypſe, this will be a proper Place 
wherein to produce ſome of them. And the 


firſt ſort of theſe Characters I ſhall inſtance in, 


are the many Allufions there are in this Book 


to the Jewiſb Service, the Te 1 the Altar, 


Viſion is entirely formed upon the Plan of the 
High Prieſt's Service, in dreſſing the golden 
Lamps; ſee the Obſervations on the Firſt Vi- 
fron. And when St. Fohn began to propheſy, 
after he had eaten the little Book, the Models 
and Machinery he was directed to meaſure and 
count upon, are taken from the Temple, and the 
Altar, and them that worſhipped therein, Chap. 
xi. 1, 2. Now, let the unprejudiced Reader judge, 
which is moſt probable, that theſe things were 
utterly aboliſhed for more than twenty Years be- 
fore ; or, that at the Time of theſe Viſions, they 


continued in Being? 
But ſecondly, there is another fort of internal 


Character which I ſhall propound, which I 


take from the Book, which was in the Right 
Hand , him that fat on the Throne, and the 


le] Differt. i. p. 44. 


an 


ſting. The firſt 
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Vifions which St. Jobn had at the Opening of 
the firſt Six Seals thereof. I have had occaſion 
elſewhere to take Notice, what John obſerved 
of the Book, or Roll, that i? as written with- 
in and on the Backfide. In this Reſpect it re- 
ſembled that Roll which the Prophet Ezekiel 
ſaw; which was written within and without, 

Here is then a Likeneſs : And if we take the 
Rule and compare ſpiritual things with ſpiri- 
tual, we may ſuppoſe it to be, as Ezetkzel's 
Roll was, the Symbol of an heavy Prophecy ; 
and have a probable Ground or Reaſon to a 
ply it to the Defiru#ion of Jeruſalem. I ſay, a 
probable Ground or Reaſon ſo to apply, if not 
alſo to reſtrain it thereto, For, that the Roll was 
full of Hieroglyphics and Emblems, deſcriptive 
of the ſucceſive Fortunes of the Church, and 
Empire of the World, to the Conſummation of 
all Things; and contained the Contents of the 
Book of the Revelation itſelf ; appears, I own, 
to me (notwithſtanding it has the Countenance 
of great and venerable Names) a pretty high bold 
Fancy, deſtitute of all Foundation, 
However, from this general Obſervation. on 
the Book, I paſs more particularly to the Seals 
thereof; and obſerve, that the Viſions, which 
St. Fobn had at the opening of the firſt Siæ 
Seals, relate to the Affairs of the eus, before 
and at the Deſtruction of their City and Nation; 
and therefore the Apocalypſe was written before 
that Deſtruction, This is no novel Opinion; 
but was what Arethas, Biſhop of Cæſarea in 
Cappadocia, about the Year 540, affirmed, who 
_ L ſays, 
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ſays, that it was alfo the Senſe of former Com: 
mentators, who wrote before him. However, 
it will be incumbent on me to ſhew, that theſe 
Viſions do indeed relate to the forementioned 
Deſtruction. My Arguments for it are various. 
| 1. The firſt I take from the Horſes, which 
are ſeen to go forth on the Opening of the firſt | 
Four Seals, Chap. vi. 1—9. As their Number 
is equal to that of the Chariots, and their 
Colours are the fame with thoſe Horyes, 
which were ſeen by Zechariah, Chap. vi. 1—8. 
viz. white, red, black, griſled or pale; the 
Alluſion ſeems plain and obvious to the Y:/jon 
of that Prophet.— They are there called 76; 
Four Spirits of the Heavens, by whom are 
drawn the Chiefs, who perſonate the Means 
and Inſtruments of the dminiſtration of the 
Government and Rule of the Heavens, or of 
him who ſitteth therein, among the States and 
Nations upon Earth. The Parade of the Cha- 
_ riots and Horſemen, is a Piece of Scenery, that, 
in former Prophecies, betokened ſome notable 
Event on the Enemies of God's Church and 
REPS 3 ſuch as the Jes were now become. 
heſe preceded in J/arah's Viſion, the Fall of 
Babylon, Chap. xxi. 7, 9. See alſo Chap. xlii. 
obs 2 faith the Lord, which bringeth forth 
the Cbariot and Horſe, the Army, and tht 
Power. Fer. xlvi. 4, 9. Harneſs the Horſes, 
and get up, ye Horſemen.— Let the mighty Men 
come forth— For this is the Day of the 1 1 God 
0 7 Hoſts, a Day of Vengeance. If thoſe four 
| Horſemen had a 9 of Det, as I think 
may 


DISSERTATION ff. »g 
may be gathered from the Voice of each Cherub, 
calling upon St. Fohn to come and ſee it may 
with great Propriety be conſidered, whether 
there was any Event fo remarkable for their Pa- 
rade, if we argue from former Prophecies, as 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem and the Fewiſh 
RG us | 

2: The ſecond Reaſon I take from the Scene, 
or Imagery expoſed to the View of St, John, 
on the opening of the #/7h Seal. And when he 
had opened the fifth Seal, I Jaw under the Altar, 
or round about the Bottom thereof, where the 
Blood of the Sacrifices was uſually ſprinkled or 

red (now no longer of any Avail to make 
Atonement for Sins) the Souls of them that were 
Pain for the Word of God, and for the Teſtimony © 
which they held, V q. And they cried with a loud 
Voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our Blood 
on them that dwell on the Earth? And it was 
ſaid unto them, that they ſhould reſt yet for a 
little Seaſon, until their Fellow Servants alſo, 
and their Brethren that ſhould be killed as they 
were, ſhould be fulfilled, V 10, 17. 2. e. till this 
People had filled up the Meaſure of their own 
and their Forefathers Sins, by deſtroying, all 
thoſe that were ſent unto them, as our Saviour 
predicted, Matth. xxiii. 34—37. that on that 
Generation might be inflicted, a Puniſhment as 


great as if they had been the actual Murderers . 


5 of all the tighteous and good Men that ever were 
unjuſtly flain upon the Earth 


Lie 3. The 
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| 3. The third Reaſon I take from the Viſion 
which St. Jobn had at the Opening the /ixth 
Seal, which exactly anſwers the Deſcription, 
which Teſus Chriſt gave in Prophecy, of the 
Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. I have no occaſion 
but to recite his Words, and John's Viſion, 
Jeſus Chriſt. There ſhall be Earthquakes in di- 
vers Places. The Sun ſhall be darkned, and the 
Moon ſhall. not give her Light, and the Stars 
full fall from Heaven. Now learn a Parable of 
the Fig Tree; when his Branch is yet tender 
and putteth forth Leaves. John. And I beheld 
when he had opened the ſixth Seal, and lo, there 
was a great Earthquake, and the Sun became 
black as Sackcloth of Hair, and the Moon be- 
came as Blood; and the Stars of Heaven fell 
unto the Earth, even as a Fig Tree caſteth her 
untimely Figs, Jeſus Chriſt. And the Powers 
of the Heavens ſhall be ſhaken. John. And the 
Heavens departed as a Scrowl when it is rolled 
together; and every Mountain and Iſland were 
moved out of their Places. Jeſus Chriſt. Then 
ſhall be great Tribulation, ſuch as was not 
fince the Beginning of the World to this Time, 
no nor ever ſhall be. Then ſhall all the Tribes 
of the Earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the Son 
of Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven, with 
Power and great Glory, Then ſhall they begin to 
Jay to the Mountains, Fall on us; and to the 
Hills, Cover us. John. And the Kings of the 
Earth, and the great Men, and the rich Men, 
and the chief Captains, and the mighty Men, 
and cvery Bondman, and every Freeman, hid 
4 ä N them- 


themſelves in the Dens, and in the Rocks of the 
Mountains; end. ſaid ta the Mountains and 
Rocks, Fall on us I dl, and hide us from the Face 
of him that fitteth on the Throne, and from the 
Wrath of the Lamb : for the great Day of bis 
Wrath is come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand 
The Viſion of the one is ſo like the Prediction 
of the other, that I humbly propoſe it to the 
Reader's Conſideration, whether fome ſpecial 
Warrant and Authority is not requiſite to af- 
cribe them to different Events? That the De- 
ſtruction of Babylon, and Edom, was foretold 
in ſome what like Language and Phraſeology, I 
grant. But ſince Jeſus Cbriſt collected and ap- 
plied all thoſe Phraſes in the ancient Prophets, 
to the Deſtructiom of Feruſalem, and did, in 
his Deſcription declare, that 10 Tribulation 
ſhould be /ike it; can a like Scene of Things, 
painted almoſt in the very ſame Words, and 


[al As theſe 3 . 5 1 8 9 
85 Anguiſh and Perplexity) occur but twice before in 
cripture, where they are evidently put into the Mouths 
of b Neue, as e. g. touching their Overthrow by the 5. 
rians, Hoſe x. 8. and concerning the — of theit 
Ci ity and Nation by the Romans, Luke xxiii. 30. When 
we find the ſame Expreſſions here uttered, would one not 
naturally think it the Language of the ſame People, and 
this their Exclamation, foretold by Chriſt, under the 
dreadful Calamities which befell them during the Siege of 
13 ? Why ſhould it be ſuppoſed to belong to 3 | 
eople, Times and Occafions that bear no Similitude ? 
In Compare with the Viſitation of Feruſalem, © all the 
„ Evils which fell upon the Gentile World afterwards, 
t were of no Name and Conſideration”, faith the learned 
Odpencer. &o a p. 274. 
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coming indeed originally from one and the ſame 
Perſon, be well underſtood of any other E- 
vent [e]. . „„ 
If it be ſaid; that I reduce the Time of the 
Opening of the Seals, ſix of which ſome make 
to contain a Period of Prophecies for above 200 
Fears, to a ſhort Interval; I anſwer, 1. That 
I find no Ground to aſcribe a diſtinct Prophe- 
cy and Period of Time to each Seal, as there is 
to the Trumpets, Chap, x. 7. The Seals could 
not be opened at one and the ſame Inſtant of 
Time, without doing Violence to the Volume. 
And fince John had a Viſion at the Opening of 
each, why each Viſion ſhould relate to a diſtin 
Period, rather than to the different Circum- 
ſtances and Events of one and the ſame Period, 
I own I am utterly at a Loſs to know, Perſons 
acquainted with, what Mr. Mege ſtyles, the A, 
B, C, of Prophecy, who conſider how the Four 
Monarchies were deſcribed to Daniel in ſeveral 
diſtin& Viſions, and under different Types, will, 
with more Eaſe, be diſpoſed to admit theſe Vi- 
ſions to be ſeveral Parts of one and the ſame 
Prophecy; eſpecially, as the Opening of the 


[e] Whilft T feared the Imputation of Singularity, 1 
have the Pleaſure to find the learned Dr. Lightfoot, who 
had no other End in Purſuit but the Harmony, Chronicle, 
and Order of the New Teſfament, neceſſitated (as himſelf 

declares) to place the writing of the Revelation under the 
Twelfth of Nero. For this he aſſigns ſeveral Reaſons out 
of fome Paſſages in the Book itſelf : And particularly un- 
derſtands the Opening of the Six Seals, of the Ruin and 
Rejection of the Jewiſh Nation, and the Deſolation of 
their City, as I have done. See his Works, vol. i. p. 8040 | 
1 5, 
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Seals, that occaſioned them, related to the un- 
folding one and the ſame Roll. 
2. If the Horſes that carried thoſe perſon- 
alized Subjects, namely, Victory, Diſcord, fg 
fiice, and Death, repreſented the Four Spi- 
rits of Heaven, and are the fame with % 
Four Winds (compare the Places beforemen- 
tioned in Zechar,) then theſe were held in, or 
ſtay d, Till the Servants of God were ſealed; © 
ſee Chap. vii, I—4. i. e. till thoſe among the 
Feus, who had embraced the Chriſtian Faith, 
had been taken Care of by Providence. T his 
was what Chriſt foretold; ſee Matth. xxiv. 31. 
And this, I think, is agreed by all, was the 
Caſe of the Fewiſh Believers, who, when Ce- 
 ffrus Gallus unexpectedly raiſed the Siege of Je- 
ruſalem (when he might eaſily have taken it) 
had an Opportunity given them to withdraw 
_ themſelves, according to the Divine Premoni- 
tion, Luke xxi. 20, 21, Foſepbus ſays at this re- 
markable Conjuncture, © Many of the moſt emi- 
se nent of the Jews ſwam away from the City, 
eas from a Ship when it was going to fink.” 
Of the War, B. ii. c. 20. And Euſebtus writes, 
that . when thoſe that believed in Chriſt had 
* removed from Feruſalem, and when the holy 
e Men had as it were totally relinquiſhed the 
« princely Metropolis of the Jeus, and the 
* whole Country of Fudæa; then at length di- 
e vine Vengeance ſeized them who had dealt 
te ſo unjuſtly with Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
: utterly deſtroyed that wicked and abomina- 
' # ble Generation from among Men.” E. H. B. 
i 


| 
| 
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Mi. c. 5. Let the Reader reject the Application 
of this Hiſtory to the Period of the Seals, if he 
perceive it in the leaſt forced and unnatural, 


Z. The Lamb had not finiſhed his Part until 
de had opened the Seven Seals. At the opening 


of the ſeventh Seal, there was Silence in Heaven 
about the Space of half an Hour, Chap. viii. 1, 
[7]. Which, if I might conjecture, was oc- 


Caſioned by a mental Adoration of the Power 


and Skill the Lamb had diſplayed, in' the pre- 
ceding Oeconomy. He had now prevailed in- 
deed to open the Book, and to looſe the Seven 
Seals thereof, and thereby to lay open the 
Scheme of Providence, touching the Jewiſe 
Nation, and give a convincing Proof th Vi- 


bb was come, by cauſing the Tribe of 7:6 


to exerciſe Government no longer. If the Com- 
[F] As the Diviſion of this Book into Chapters, is 
merely arbitrary, I defire the Reader would conceive this 


Verſe a Chapter by itſelf, and then judge, whether what 
follows has an immediate Connection to the now opened 


Bopk, ſo as to Be read therein, or neceſſarily to belong 


thereto. I own my Ignorance; and would gladly receive 
the better Information of others to diſcover ſome intrinſic 


Character for uniting the Trumpets to, or including them 
within, %s Seal. The Silence that enſued on opening of it, 


if borrowed from the concluding Scene of Worſhip in the 
Temple, ſeems indeed at preſent to me, to complete and 


terminate the Book-Prophecy. As to the Particle, and, in 


the Beginning of the following Verſe, Avp 7 ſaw the Se- 
ven Angels which /tood befere (od, &c. before that be urged 


in ObjeQion, I defire it may be conſidered, whether that 


Particle is always conjunctive in.this Book: As e. ge Chap. 
xii. 1. xiii. 1. xiv. I, XX. 4. The like Particle abounds in 


the Books of the Old Te/tament Prophets, where, or I am 


miſtaken, a new Scene or Section of Prophecy often 


begins. | | 5 
| . pletion 
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pletion of thoſe Prophecies to which John was 
referred, when the Lamb was introduced, in 
order to his taking the Book out of the Right 
Hand of him that ſat on the Throne, Chap. v. 5. 
ought to be regarded in explaining the Viſions, 
which attended John on the unlooſing the Seals; 
we have a good Rule of Interpretation in our 
Favour. And if theſe Viſions, conſequent on 
the Seals, did indeed relate to the Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem, and the State of the eus, it 
will hardly be denied the Force of an internal 
Proof, that the Revelation was written before 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. ; 

Sir Iſaac Newton, in his Ob/ervations upon 
the Prophecies, Part ii. c. 1, beſides ſuggeſting 
ſeveral other Reaſons for determining theTime of 
writing the Apocalypſe before the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, particularly propounds this, ** that 
« jt ſeems to be alluded to in the Epiſtles of 
« Peter, and that to the Hebrews, and there- 
« fore to have been written before them: To 
which I refer the intelligent Reader. Indeed 
from the wondrous Coincidence of Sentiment 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews,Chap.xii, 22—25. 
with the glorious Scene exhibited in St, Fobn's 
ſecond Viſion, I own, I have been led to think 
that the former, i is an Alluſion to the latter. But 

as this kind of Proof is not attended with equal 
Ela to all conſidering Perſons, I will not 
inſiſt upon it. 

However, whether the Apoſtles themſelves 
read and fludied this Book (as Sir Iſaac Newton- 


em} this _ plain, that it was given by 
M God 
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God for ſignal Uſe to the Chriſtians of thoſe 
Times (tho' latter Ages perhaps loſt much of 
its Deſign with its Date); and that it called their 
Attention to ſome very remarkable Stroke of 
Judgment on the Enemies of Chriſt and his Re- 
ligion. Let us take only this with us, that the 
Coming of the Son of Man to deſtroy the Fewiſh 
Nation, was the great Subject of Prophecy, 
and of the laſt Predictions of Fe/us Chrift ; and 
that in the Accompliſhment thereof the < rar 

| Chriſtians were nearly intereſted, as well be- 

| gcuuſe it was the Evidence of the Power of Je- 
| us Chriſt, and the Eſtabliſhment of his King- 
dom; as in Regard of that affectionate Concern 
they bore for the Welfare of the Churches in 

Fudæa, of whom they became Followers, and 

to the Supply of whoſe Neceſſities they had li- 
berally contributed. —I ſay, let us take only this 
with us, and if the Title, the Motto, the Proem 
of a Book will throw any Light on the Uſe and 
Import of it to the Time wherein it was writ- 
ten, let the Reader judge of the following Sen- 
timents. = 
From the Title, Chap. i. 1. to ſhew unto 
cc his Servants TyinGs WHICH MUST SHORT- 
© LY COME TO PAs.” | 
The Motto, V 3. Blefſed is he that read- 
& eth, &c. FOR THE TIME is AT Hand.” 
The Proem, V 7, 8. Behold, he cometh with 
Clouds, and every Eye ſhall ſee him, and all 
e they which pierced him, and all the Tribes 
* of the Land ſhall wail becauſe of him: Even 
- © 10; Men.” - | 
I | $4 A re- 
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A reſpectable Divine, known to the learned 
World for compleating the Paraphraſe of that 
excellent Perſon Dr. Sam. Clarke, on the New 
Teſtament, was pleaſed to honour me with his 
Sentiments with Reſpe& to Sir 1/aac Newton's 
early Date of the Apocalypſe, which I will make 
free to tranſcribe, as they contain, beſides the 
Sum of almoſt all I have ſaid on this Head, a 
fine Reflection“ A Circumſtance of Time, 
© or Thing, fo fortified with Scriptures ſo fa- 
ce yourable, ſo appoſite, and ſo numerous, as 
ce thoſe alledged by the great Man, have with me 
« much greater Weight than Paſſages out of 
« Fathers, or Decrees of Councils, Ireneaus was 
c a Child in Church Hiſtory—witneſs his think- 
te ing Chriſt to have lived Fifty Years. And Eu- 
te ſebius himſelf, the far greater Man, was in 
« many Things but a mere Collector of what 
ee others had ſaid or writ—ſometimes right, 
« often wrong. But let them all have their Due, 
Fathers, Councils, Church—their great Uſe- 
& fulneſs is to have been Keepers of Holy Writ, 
And had they not only always KEPT % but 
© KEPT UP 10 1T Too, happier would have 
been the earlier Charches, and happier the mo- 
gern ones. 
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On the MANNER of PROPHETICAL 
| INSPIRATION. 


F there is any Part of the Bible that has 
more than ordinary Claim to Divine Inſpi- 
ration, it is, undoubtedly, the Prophetical Wri- 
tings. | „ 
To compile an Hiſtory, or give a ſimple 


Narration of Facts, a tolerable Share of Know- 
ledge and Integrity may be thought ſufficient. 


To compoſe a Book of moral Reflections, and 
Precepts, for the Cultivation and Direction of 
human Life, Experience of the World, and a 
ſagacious penetrating Judgment will go a great 
way. But to foretel future Events [a], and 
with ſome kind of Exactneſs and Brevity, de- 


ſcribe the State and Fortune of Men and 
Things, for ten, twenty, an hundred, yea a 


Ta] I-would not be underſtood here, as if I thought In- 
ſpiration neceſſary only to the Prophecy of Scripture. For, 


as an eminent Author obſerves againſt the Opinion of 
_ Grotius, there remains another Part of Scripture, which 


5 is neither h:/forical, nor moral, nor prophetic, and which 
yet muſt neceilarily be inſpired, I mean certain Do- 
** AHrines, and Commands, or Injunctions, which Reaſon 
«© could not trace out, but which when revealed, appear 


© to be perfectly agreeable to Reaſon,” Dr. Sykes's Prin- 


erp. and Connect. Nat, and Rev. Relig. p. 121. 


thou- 
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thouſand Years to come, is a Taſk beyond all 
human Ability. Whoever doth this, diſcovers 


himſelf to be therein under the Guidance and 


Direction of a ſuperior Agent ; and may de- 
ſerve the Style and. Character of a Prophet of 
the true God. 

Revelation is ſo ſuitable to the State and Cir- | 
cumſtances of Mankind, as well as to the Cha- 
rater of God, he Offipring they are, that 
wie ſcarce find any Age or Country, but what 
either has, or pretends to have, ſome ſuperna- 
tural Diſcovery of his Will for the Rule of their 
Faith and Manners. And it muſt be confeſſed, 
to be a deſirable Thing for the Bulk of Man- 
kind to have ſome ſuch Directions and Notices 
of their Duty and Danger from God, that 
might ſerve as additional Arguments and Mo- 
tives to their Virtue and Happineſs, and afford 
them a Proof of his ſuperintending Providence 
over them. 

This both Jews and Chri i/ftians aſſert, that 
God hath done. At ſundry Times, and in di- 
vers Manners, he ſpake in Time paſt, unto the 
Fathers, by the Prophets ; and laſt of all be 
ſpake unto us, by his Son. 

As we converſe with, and derive our firſt 
Knowledge of Things by the Mediation of 
our Senſes, it is probable the Method or Man- 
ner of prophetical Inſpiration is either by work= 
ing on them, or analogous thereto, It is not 
likely, that God ſhould eſtabliſh a Law, or Or- 
der for us whereby to collect Ideas, which he 
hes n not alſo obſerve i in communicating of them 

| a to 
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to us. *Tis true, he mayexcite Ideas, and may in- 
ſpire a Train of Sentiments, in any one, we 
know not how. No Abſurdity, no Impoſſibi- 
lity lies againſt this. But the Queſtion is, as to 
prophetical Matters, whether he does make any 
Communication otherwiſe than by the Organs 
of Senſe? The ſettling this Point will go a great 
way to obviate another Difficulty, namely, 
How to diſtinguiſh what is called the Hand of 
Cod [o], or the Impreſſions of his Preſence and 
Power, from the Workings of the human 
Mind; or, how a Perſon, in a Caſe fo rare 
and uncommon as this of prophetical Inſpira- 
tion is, may ſatisfy himſelf and others, by what 

Spirit and Principle he is actuated? 
As all God's Gifts are worthy of himſelf, ſo 
no Doubt but they have peculiar Marks where- 
by they may be diſcerned, and known to come 
from him; eſpecially this of Prophecy, which 
can have no Claim to the Regard of any Per- 
ſon, but as it has, or is attended with Characters, 
legible and ſtrong, of its een Source 

and Original. 
By Prophecy here, I mean, that which is 
ſtrictly ſo called, whereby Secrets that are im- 
penetrable by human Sagacity are revealed, or 
a Deſcription is given of future Events. | 
Now this Gift was imparted either by Dream 
or by Vifion. There is, according to Maimoni- 
des, no third Degree of Prophecy, beſides theſe 
two. And it ſeems to be a ruled Caſe : I here 


3 D527 For this Expreſſion comp. I Kin, xviii. 40. 2 Kin, 
U. 13. with Ezek. i. 3. xxxvii. I, | ; 
© 
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be a Prophet among you, I the Lord will make 
myſelf” known unto him in a Viſion, and will 
ſpeak unto him in a Dream. My Servant Moſes 
2s not ſo, who is faithful in all mine Houſe, 
With him will I fpeak Mouth to Mouth, even 
apparently, and not in dark Speeches ; and the 
Similitude of the Lord ſhall he [c] behold, Numb. 
X11, 6,7, 8. The Way or Manner of Communica- 
tion ſeems to be only twofold, Viſion, and Dream. 
But as one Manner is ſuperior to the other, and 
as each Manner admits of Degrees in Point of 
Clearneſs and Perſpicuity, as well as in Point 
of Nearneſs and Intimacy with God; the high- 
eſt Manner, and the higheſt Degrees of that 
Manner, were the Portion of Moſes. With him 
will I ſpeak Mouth to Mouth, even apparently, 


Sc. . d. He ever ſhall receive his Inſtructi- 


« ons in the wakeful Viſion, plain, and clear, 


t and evident to his Capacity; and ſhall con- 


[c] Biſhop Patrick, on this Place ſays, T am apt to 
& think the Word et ſhould be here again repeated, 
% which will make the Meaning plainly this, He ſhall 
& not behold the Lord in Similitudes and Reſemblances.“ 


And the Reverend and Learned Mr. Chandler, in his Diſ- 


ſertation on Joel, faith, © this Interpretation I greatly 
« prefer.” I am ſenſible it becomes not me to oppoſe ſuch 
Authorities. But yet, with Submiſſion, how is it poſſible 
Moſes ſhould behold Fehovah, but in or by a Similitude ? 


No Man hath ſeen God at any Time; no, not even Moſes, 


how fingular and extraordinary ſoever any real Appear- 
ance to him was, God did not, indeed, ſpeak unto him 


in Dreams, and Night Viſions, dark Speeches and Para- 


bles; but always in a more clear and diftin& and familiar 
Manner. But till it was but apparently, and by the Simi- 
litude of himſelf. | 8 3 


s verſe 
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ie verſe with the brighteſt Likeneſs of my 
« Glory.” And thus diſtinguiſhed was A/c; 


from all other of the Feuiſb Prophets. For, 


whilſt many of their Inſpirations were in 


Dreams, Moſes received all his Inſtructions 


from God awake, Whilſt God appeared to 


them but rarely, and then, perhaps, by an An- 
gel; Moſes was familiar with his more gloricus 


Likeneſs, which was always, or almoſt always, 


acceſſible to him; ſo that he converſed with 


God Face to Face; ever in a near, more inti- 


mate and ſociable Manner than others, even as 


à Man ſpealeth unto his Friend, Exod. xxxiii. 


11. [4]. 5 
That the Night Viſion, or Dream, was 


one Method of inſtructing the Prophets, is 


clear from the Sacred Books. Fob iv. 13. In 
Thoughts from the Vijions of the Night, when 
deep Sleep falleth on Men, Fear came upon me, 


and Trembling, which made all my Bones 10 


ſhake. Then a Spirit paſſed before my Face, &c. 


Chap. xxxiii. 14—17. For God ſpeaketh once, 
yea twice:yet » Man percerveth it not. In 4 
Dream, in a Vijion of the Night, when deep 


[A A Difficulty ma ariſe at Ver. 18. of this Chapter. 


Aud be ſaid, Theſeech thee ſhew me thy Glory, If Moſes was 


familiarly converſant with the Likeneſs o the Glory of the 
Lord, why does he make this Requeſt ? To obviate which, 


it is my humble Conjecture, that Moſes well knew that 
he converſed with God only by a Similitude and Reſem- 
lance; and that here, at this Time, he deſired to ſee his 
more immediate Splendor : Which Requeſt was not, 
could not be granted. Thou canſt not ſee my Face, Ver. 20. 


Sleep 
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Sheep falleth upon Men, in Slumbrings upon the 


Bed : Then he openeth the Ears. of "Men, and 


ſealeth their Inſtruction, &c. And tho' as a mere 
Work of Fancy, a Dream is very contemptible, 
and affords a fine Image for what has no Foun- 
dation or Solidity; as J xx. 8. He ſhall fly 
away as a Dream, and ſhall not be found; yea, 

he ſhall be chaſed away as a Vifion of the Night, 
Tja. xxix. 7. And the Multitude of the Nations 


that fight againſt Ariel, ſhall be as o Dream of 


a Night Vifion : I ſay, tho' the Sacred Books 
_ themſelves treat a Dream, as it is merely the 

Creature of Fancy, with a kind of Contempt; 
yet have the Powers of Imagination, in Dreams, 


been ſometimes ſo directed, or impreſſed, as to 


give Notice of very important intereſting E- 
vents; yea, even to collect a Sketch of the Em- 

e of the World, from a preſent to diſtant 
Ages; and, in ſhort, to produce fuch Phæno- 
mena as to puzzle and perplex the wiſeſt Men 
to account for, on any Principles, but thoſe of 


Revelation. 


But the wakeful V hon, is, what I propoſe. 


chiefly to treat on: That high Degree of In- 
fraction, in which, by means of apt Similitudes, 
ſtrong and vigorous Repreſentations, the Pro- 


phets were made converſant as it were with the 


"oy things themſelves ;. and wherein they were 
not ſurprized, but were their own Maſters, and 


conſcious of their own Agency. This was that 
which Balaam ſeemed not a little to have prided 
himſelf in, Numb. xxiv. 3, 4. And be took up 


his Parable, and Jad, Balaam the Son of Beor 
N hath 
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bath ſaid, and the Man whoſe Eyes are open, 
bath ſaid: He hath ſaid, which heard the 
Words of God, which ſaw the Vifion of the Al- 
mighty, falling into a 2 rance, but having his 
Eyes open, . 
But, previous to our main Deſign, it may be 
worth while to note ſornewhat of the Nature 
of Viſion in general, or the Act of Seeing: 
% which is a Senſation in the Brain, proceeding 
t from a due and various Motion of the optic 
«© Nerve, produced in the Bottom of the Eye, 
** by the Rays of Light coming from apy Ob- 
# ject ; by which Means the Soul perceives thc 
e illuminated Thing, together with its Quar- 
* tity, Quality, and Modification.“ By this 
Definition, as the Eye goeth not forth to the 
Object, if an Image is caſt on the Retina of the 
Eye, or is impreſſed on the Senſory, whether 
the Object is material or immaterial, it is ſtrict- 
ly and properly vi/ible to the Soul. And the like 
may be ſaid of the Senſe of Hearing. If the au- 
ditory Nerves, or any more ſubtile Medium 
therein be put into a Tremor, ſo that the Brain 
be impreſſed, whether the Motion come from 
the external Air or not, the Soul perceives what 
is called Sound. This I mention, as well to 
ſhew how eaſy this kind of Converſe may be 
effected by God ; as, becauſe theſe two Senſes 
go often together, what! is called Prophetic Vi- 
fron being frequently intraduced by, a d mend” 
ed with a Voice. | 
From the Nature of Viſion in general, 1 paſs 
d obſerve the lewing Particulars ; 


x That. 
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1. That in; and under the Cover of various 
Images, and artificial Repreſentations, God was 


pleaſed uſually to fignify ſupernatural and di- 
vine Truths, to his Servants the Prophets. Thus 
he condeſcended to aſſure Abrabam of his Faith= 


fulneſs to fulfil his Promiſe, by ratifying the Co- 
venant with him; when, according to the ſo- 
lemn Cuſtom of the Country, obſerved by the 
Party who ſwore, he, by a ſmoaking Furnace, 
and a Lamp of Fire, paſſed between the Pieces 


f the divided Animals, Gen. xv. 17. Moſes alſo - 


was inſtructed with reſpect to the ſuffering State 
of Maael, and their Deliverance; by Fire out of 
the Midft of a Buſh, Exod. iii. 2. When the 
Word of the Lord came unto Feremtah, to ſhew 
the ſpeedy Performance thereof; in his Judg- 


ments againſt Ferufalem, and the Cities of 74 ä 


dah, he ſaw 4 Rod of an Almond Tree, and a 
Ster hing Pot, Chap. i. 11, 13. Ezekiel was ſet 
down in the Midſt of the Valley of dry Bones, 
to behold under them the Reviviſcence of 1/- 
rael, Chap, xxxvii. 1. Amos hath given a curious 
Account of the Manner of his Inſpiration by 
Viſion, tho the prophetical Sermons which he 
delivered to the People at Bethel, in Conſe- 
quence thereof, are, I think; omitted, Chap. 
vii. 1. Thus bath the Lord God ſhewed unts me, 
and behold, he formed ee, &c. See alſo 


V. 7. and Chap. viii. 1. Zechariah was in- 
Reta by the Sight of Horſes, Horns, a FH. 


ing Roll, a Woman in an Epha, &c. Chap. i. 
7—18. iv. 2—11. v. 15. Many ate the Ex- 


amples in the Book of B to Whom Mat- 


1 ö a ters 
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ters of high Importance, Monarchies, and even 
ſacred and divine Perſonages, were repreſented 
under Images of brutal, human, or angelic 
- But,befides theſe Appearances, the Prophets 
had Underſtanding in the Vifrons of God himPelf. 
Some ſenfible Manifeſtation of his Preſence in 
a lucid glorious Body, was often made in the 
Infant State [d] of the World, Gen. iii. 8. iv. 6. 
v. 22. vi. 9—13. And the Patriarchs, after the 
Flood, ſaw alſo the God of Glory, Gen, Xii. 1, 
xvi. 13. xviii. T.*XXv1, 2. xxxv. 9. Nor was this 
Scene among the Jewiſb Prophets intirely con- 
fined to Moſes, 2 Chron. xxvi. 5. Zechariah bad 
Ungerftanding in the Vifions, Marg. in the Sce- 
ing of God. The Similitude of God, ſeated on 
| [4] A noble Writer has attempted to ſhew, that God 
in an human Shape had a viſible fixed Reſidence in the 
World, during this Period; Eſſay on the ſeveral Diſpenſ. 
Ns. ii. Diſſert. And I find many reſpectable Divines of 
Opinion, in order to clear the Difficulties of the Sacred 
Text, or that preſs their reſpective Hypotheſis, either that 
the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, the Logos, or the pre- 
exiſtent human Soul of the Meſſial, appeared in an hu- 
man Form, in the Old Teftament ; and that it was he who 
converſed with Abraham, wreſtled with Jacob, was fami- 
liar with Moſes, gave the Law from Mount Sinai, &c. 
and this, I think, is ſaid to be the Judgment of the an- 
cient Zero!fh Church, as well as of the Chriſtian Fathers. 
But perhaps the Conſideration of the particular Circum- 
ſtances of ſome prophetical Viſions, wherein the lively ap- 
parent Images and Similitudes of Perſons and Things are 
reſented, will render leſs plauſible and neceſſary thoſe 
108 of a real literal Reſidence and Appearance of 
God, or Chrift upon Earth before his Incarnation. | 
1 | x ' ſome 
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ſome Throne of Government or Glory, was a 
Sight exhibited to many of them. Where this 
noble Device was, the Scheme often required 
the Appearance of other Images, or perſonalized 
Suhjects, either to attend on, or to act their re- 
ſpective Parts in the Sacred Preſence. We have 
Mic Al A deſcribing this fine Scene, to the 
Kings of Tſrael and Fudab, 1 Kings xxli. 19 
23. 1 ſaw the Lord fitting on his Throne, and all 
the Hoſt of Heaven ſtanding by him, on bis Right 
Hand, and on bis Left, And the Lord ſaid, 
Who ſhall perſwade Abab, that he may go up 
and fall at Ramoth-Gilead? And one ſaid on 
this Manner, and another ſaid on that Manner. 
And there came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before 
the Lord, and ſaid, I will perfwade him, &c, , 
The like Scene is evidently hinted at, or allud- 
ed to, in the Book of Fob, Chap. i. 6. ii. 1, 
 JFjazab alſo faw this glorious Appearance of di- 
vine Majeſty, with his Train and Equipage, 
Ch. vi. 1. In the Year that King Uzz1ahb died, F 
ſau alſo the Lord fitting upon @ Throne, high 
and hfted up, and his Train filled the Temple. 
Above it flood the Seraphims : each one bad fix 
Wings; with Twain he covered his Face, with 
Twain he covered his Feet, and with Twain be. 
did fly. And one cried unto another, and ſaid, 
Hoh, holy, holy is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole 
Earib is full of his Glory. And the Poſts of the - 
Door moved at the Voice of him that cried, and 
the Houſe was filled with Smoak. See alſo Ezek. 
1. 1, 28. Dan. vii. 9, 10. Nor was this grand 
Scheme of Inſtruction peculiar to the old Pro- 
” | phets, 


e — —— nts 30 
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phets, St Srenben, when he was brought before 

the Council, and reviled there, had, for his 
Support, the like Viſion of the Majeſty of God 
in Heaven, Adds vii. 55. But be, doing Full of 
the Holy Ghoſt, looked up ftedfaſtly into Heaven, 
and ſaw the Glory of God, and Feſus landing 
on the Right Hand of God. St. Fobnalſo beheld 
the magnificent Throne of God, and the Lamb 
ſtanding thereon and acting his Part, ſurround- 
ed with a Variety of perſonalized Subjects, re- 
ſpectively employed agreeable to their different 
Characters, and the noble Inſtructions and End 


of the Viſion. A late Writer [e] not knowing, 


or not duly conſidering any thing of prophetic 


Schemes, their artificial Nature and moral Uſe, 


has ſadly expoſed himſelf inſtead of the Ne 


and Chriftian Theology, 
2. The moſt part of the Objects preſented, 


or Things ſeen, were hieroglyphical; or ſymbo- 


- lical, i. e. they were to ſtand; not for themſelves, 
nor for Beings, Perſons, and Things exactly of 


their Form, and Figure, and Circumſtances ; 
but for Beings, Perſons, or Things, whoſe At- 


tributes and Qualities might, as far as the Sub- 


ject required, be aptly expreſſed: by them. Thus 


Gabriel tells Daniel, The Ram which thou ſaw- 


et, having two Horns, are, i. e. Tepreſent, th 
_ of Media and Perſia, Chap. viii. 20. And 

St. Jobn was inſtructed in the Myſtery of this, 
Rem: i, 20. The Seven Stars are, i. e. repreſent, 
the Angels of the Seven Churches ;- and the Seven 


ſe] Mr. Chubb. See his Four Diſſertatims, p. 18. 
| Os - Cane 
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Fandleſfticks, which thou ſaweſt are, i.e. repre- 


ſent, the Seven Churches. There was always ſome 


Fitneſs or Aptitude in the Things ſeen, to ex- 
preſs the Things repreſented by them. Indeed 


in ſome Caſes this was fo very apparent, as to 
need little Explanation. Of this kind was the 
Viſion which. appeared to Pau! in the Night at 
Tyroas, of a Man, probably, in the Macedonian 
Habit, who prayed to him for Help: which 
made him and his Companions, immediately 
endeavour to go into Macedonia, aſſurediy ga- 
tbering, that the Lord had called us for to 
esel the Goſpel unto them, AfFs xvi. g, 10. 
3. This Manner of Inſtruction is very com- 
prchenſiye and emphatical, containing a great 
deal of Matter under a few Characters, and ſig- 
nifying that, by a Figure or Repreſentation, 
which could not be eaſily, nor properly ex- 
preſſed without a great many Words. To com- 


| — . Perſons and Things, as well as to con- 


N — them from the common and ordinary Sight 
of dull, inattentive Readers, 1 is one great Uſe of 


Hieroglyphics and Images, in the Prophetical 


Books. And, in reſpect to this, the ancient My- 
ſteries ſeem to agree with prophetic Viſion: 
Probably they were an Imitation thereof: For 
the Pagan Theologers and Myſtagogues were 
wont to repreſent all moral and divine Truths 
by Symbols, and hieroglyphical Characters. 

4g. Tho' the Inſpiration created, or occaſion- 
ed a new Scene, or preſented new Images to the 
Eye, or Mind of the enlightened Perſon, this 
Was done without eradicating the Paſſions, or 


diſturb- | 
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96 DISSERTATION in. 
diſturbing the ſuperior Faculties, which were 
always affected by, and employed on, the Ob- 


jects, in the ſame natural Manner, as if they 
were really exiſtent material Things. This may 


be exemplified in the Caſe of Moſes, who, when 


he looked, and behold, the Buſh burned with Fire, 
and the Buſh was not conſumed ; ſaid, I will 
now turn aſide, and ſee this great Sight, why the 
Buſh is not burnt, Exod. iii. 3. His Admiration 
and Curioſity were raiſed. So when Bel/hazzer 
ſaw Part of a Man's Hand, writing on the Plai- 
ſter of the Wall, his Countenance changed, and 
bis Thoughts troubled bim, and his Knees ſinote 
one againſt the other, Dan. v. 5, 6. It occaſioned 
the ſame Degree of Fear and Horror to him, as 
if the Hand, writing thoſe Words on the Wall, 
was real, and ſeen by all. So in St. Peter's Vi- 
fion, the Voice which ſpake unto him, at a 
time when he was an hungry, Riſe, Peter, Bill 
and eat, Adds x. 13. had the ſame Effect upon 


his religious Temper, and met the Prejudices 


of his Education, juſt as if the whole Affair had 
been a real Performance. Many Inſtances might 
be collected, wherein Hope and Fear, Joy and 
Sorrow, and all the Paſſions and Affections have 
been occaſionally excited, and the Mind as ra- 
tionally and properly exerciſed in [/], or by a 


Viſion, as by Objects and Facts, real and na- 


Je] To put this Matter out of Doubt, let the Reader 
pleaſe to inform himſelf from Gen. xv.—that thoſe Tranſ- 
actions which gave Riſe to the Faith of Abraham, which is 
juſtly celebrated both in the Old New and Teftament— 
And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him _— 

| _ tural. 
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tural. This is a Conſideration of ſome Weight 
and Moment, and ſheweth the Dignity of this 
kind of Inſpiration. The Viſions of the true 
Prophets would never have ſunk into Contempt, 


as they have done among many, if the manner 


of them, as connatural to the human Faculties, 
had been well attended to, although deſigning 
| Knaves, and religious Madmen, might have 
pretended to the like Favour from God, But 

F. From the Exhihition of Imagery, and the In- 
ſtruction of the Prophets in this way, the Charac- 


ter of Seers ſeems to have been applied to them, 


1 Sam. ix. 9. Before-time in Tſrael, when a Man 
went to enquire of God, thus he ſhake, Come, 
and let us go to the SEER: For be that is now 
called a Prophet, was before-time called a 8E RR. 
See alſo T/a. xxx. 10. Which ſay to the SetRs, 
See not. Elijah (whether he ſaw God under any 
Form or Repreſentation or not) perceived a 

reat Commotion in the Air and Earth, ſaw 4 
Fire, and then heard a mall ſtill Voice, ſpeaks 
ing unto him, 1 Kings Xix, 9— 14. When the 
Word of the Lord came expreſsly unto Ezekiel, 


by the River Chebar, and the Energy of a Pro- 


phetic Spirit was upon him, I Jooked, ſays he, 
and bebold, a Whirlwind, Chap. i. 3, 4. The 
Word of God came to him with an Apparatus, 
a ſenſible Repreſentation, Hence the Prophecy 
of Amos, is ſaid to be, the Words which he sa 


Righteouſneſs—were in a Viſion. In like Manner alſo was 
Saul called upon; and, by being obedient to the Heavenly 
Vifen, he became a Chri/tian, and an Apoſtle of Feſus 
Ghrift, 8 
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concerning 1ſrael, Chap. i. 1. See alſo J. ii. x; 


This was a Method ſo common and uſual with 
God, to put the Prophets into Commiſſion, 
and to inform them of divine and ſupernatural 
Truths, in and under the Cover of Images, and 

the Semblance of natural and ſupernatural 

Things, that it was not only Night where this 
prophetical Sun appeared not, Mic. iii. 6, 7, but 


it became a Mark of the fooliſh or lying Pro- 


phets, that they follow their own Spirit, AND 
HAVE SEEN NOTHING, Ezek. xiii. 3. 

6. We have Reaſon to think, that (if ſome 
things relating to prophetical Men, recorded 
after an hiſtorical Manner, were not ſcenical, 
and tranſacted in Viſion, [g]) the Prophets 
conceived their Notions of ſupernatural Truths 
by Viſion and Imagery, even where they give 


no particular Deſcription of the Things /zen, 


[2] Such as _ Wreſtling with an Angel, Gen. xxxii. 
24. Balaam's Diſcourſe with his Aſs, Numb. xxii. 28, 
29, 30. Joſbua's meeting the Captain of the Lord's Hef, 

Fof. v. 13, 14. 1ſaiah's walking naked and barefoot three 
Tears, Chap, xx. 3. Hoſea's marrying with a common Har- 
lot, Hoſ. i. 2, 3. and many other ſuch like Inſtances. I 


dare not affirm, that the Command to Abraham, and his CF. 


fering up of Iſaacy as alſo the Temptations of Chriſt in the 
Milderneſs, were of this kind: But J may fay, in the 
Words of a judicious Divine of the laſt Age, that in the 
« Recitals of prophetical Viſions, we End many times 
ce things leſs coherent than can agree to a true Hi- 
& ſtory; and that, © at other times we meet with thin 
“& praphically deſcribed with all the circumſtantial Pomp 
« of the Buſineſs, when yet it could be nothing elſe but 


Da dramatical thing, Vid. Mr, Smith's Select Diſcourſes, 


No. vi. 
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The prophetical Rapture of David, expreſſed 
P/al, cx. 1. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit 
thou at my Right Hand, until I make thine 
Enemies th Foorbocl, diſcovers ſomewhat of 
this kind. Probably he had often ſeen the Like- 
neſs of the Ghory of the Lord, in Viſion, that 
Preſence of which he often ſpeaks, Fa: Wi II. 
Xvii. 2, Is. and might behold the Honours de- 
creed for his Son and Succeffor, at the Right 
Hand of the Sacred Perſonage. However, we 
are certain, the God of Glory appeared, even 
where no ſuch Appearance is explicitly men- 
tioned by the Hiſtorian; Comp. Ger. xii.1. with 
Acts vii. 2. And it ems, the Words, which 
the Prophets dropped in Conſequence of the Vi- 
fions, are very often recorded, when the Viſi- 
ons theinſelves, or the Things in and by which 
God fhewed them their Meſſage, are omitted, 
We have the Book of the Viſion of Nahum, and 
| the Burden which Habakhuk the Pr het did 
ſee; yet the Imagery, which in the latter is 
perhaps as bold, awful, and pompous as any in 
the Bible, we are in a great meaſure left to col- 
lect ourſelves. The Prophet T/azah gives us very 
plain Hints of ſome Appearances he ſaw, de- 
ſeriptive of the Perſon and Character of the 
Meſſiab, Chap. lii. 14. His Viſage was ſo marred 
more than any Man, and his Form more than the 

Sons of Men, Chap. li. 7. He is brought as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter, 2 as a Sheep before 
ber Shearers is dumb, /0 be opened not his Mouth, 
The Images, which the Hand of God had raiſed, 
and whereby the Prophet took in his Concep- 
02 „ 
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200 DISSERTATION iI. 
tions of our ſuffering Lord, ſeem to have been 


thoſe very ſenſible Repreſentations which he has 
as it were again drawn with his Pen. And this 


accounteth for the particular Style of Prophecy; 


a dark, emblematical, enigmatical, ſymbolical, 


parabolical, and figurative Style [Bp]; as one is 
pleaſed thus ta enumerate the Epithets together. 
Tis a Language conſonant and agreeable to the 
Manner in which the Prophets are taught of 


God. God repreſented himſelf, and ſpiritual 
Things [7], to their Capacities and Underſtand- 
ings by the Appearance, or ſeeming Appearance, 


of viſible Objects; which, when they came to 
utter, made their Speech, and their Writings, 


dark and obſcure, eſpecially to the Vulgar; Exel. 
XX, 49. Ah Lord God, they ſay of me, Doth be 
wot ſpeak Parables? And this alſo accounteth 
for the Tenſe wherein the Prophets oft expreſs 
themſelves, ſpeaking of future Things as if they 


== 


were paſt, or preſent before them. Thus J/aiah 


of Chriſt, he was, and he is, ſo and ſo. The 
Deſcription looks as if it were of the hiſtorical 


kind, Wherefore I conclude, that when the 


Pcophets do not take any particular Notice of 


[>] The Scheme of Literal Prophecy. This able Author 
ſays, ſpeaking of the Book of Daniel, „The way of re- 
+5 preſenting large Scenes of Affairs by ſuch Images and 
Symbols as are uſed therein, is entirely unlike the Books 
of the other Prophets and the Books of the Old Te/ta- 
* ment, and is agreeable to the Turn of Writing the Vetus 
© took up with, when they had been new formed in the 
© Schge!s of the Greeks,” p. 157. a Paſſage ſure that diſ- 
covers ſome Raſhneſs, or Inattention, 
[i] Pacacke on Hof. xii. 10, 
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DISSERTATION III. 1or 
Examples or Patterns, and write explicitly, as 
St. John was commanded to do, the Things they 
have ſeen; we are not to infer, that they ſaw 
nothing; but, that what they ſaw was not ne- 
| to the unraveling the Prophecy. _ 

From all that has been ſaid, one may be aſſiſt- 
ed to form ſome Anſwer to the following Que- 
ſtions;. As 1. Can an inſpired Perſon be certain 
of his In Aructions ? Anſwer, Ves, he may be 
as certain as he is of what he ſees and bears: 
Thoſe Senſes being his Security, ſo far as they 
may be in upon, that he is under no De- 
luſion. 2. Can be be certain of the Agency of 
upernatural Being with him, or upon him? 
Anſwer. A Perſon truly inſpired may be certain 
thereof, I grant indeed, a crazy diſtempered 
Perſon may fancy he ſees and hears a thouſand 
things that are the Effects of his Diſorder, And 
if ſach an one ſhould act the Prophet, tell 

ſtrange Things, and denounce Judgments in 
the Name of the Lord ; he ſhould have the 
fame Regard paid to him, as if he were to act 
the General, or the King, 7. e. be taken proper 
Care of, as a diſtempered Perſon. But if the 
Prophet be a ſober Man (as I ſuppoſe all Pro- 
| Phets to be) he may be certain of ſeveral parti- 

cular 8 beſides thoſe of Time, 
Place, Buſineſs, Company, Se. when the Hand 
| of God came upon him: For he mult be certain 
of that Surprize, which the ſudden Change of 
Objects, their Novelty, Form, or Grandeur 
' muſt occaſion. This indeed he may ſenſibly 
feel by the Hurry and Waſte of his animal Spi- 

rits, 
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rits, by the Joy or Sorrow, and other like Af- 
fections and Emotions of his Body and Mind, 
the Effects of which may continue upon him 


for ſome Time, as is uſual to a Perſon in ſome 


eat or ſudden Surprize, in the ordinary way. 
To this Purpoſe Jaiab deſcribes the Effects of 
a grievous Viſion, Chap. xxi. 3. Therefore are my 
. Loins filled with Pain; Pangs have taken hold 


upon me, as the Pangs of aWoman that tra- 
watleth : I was bowed down aft the hearing, I 

was diſmayed at the ſeeing. My Heart panted, 
Fearfulneſs affrighted me: The Night of my 


Pleaſure hath he turned into Fear unts me, See 


alſo Dan. x. 7, 8, 16, 17. And he may alſo be 


certain, that what has occurred to him, or what he 
was cauſed to ſee, was extraordinary and ſuper- 


natural. For (beſides that the Objects were often 


rare and uncommon, or of ſuch a peculiar Form 


and Figure, as exiſts no where in Nature ;) when 


the Prophet finds the Scene is ſuddenly changed; 
that the Objects, Perſons, and Things he had 
juſt been converſant with, are withdrawn, he 
muſt find that they could not arife from, and 
belong to the Place. Thus he may be certain of 
ſome ſuperior Agency. 3. Can he be certain that 
the Vifon is of God, and not the Work of ſome 
other, or evil Being? To this, I anſwer ; Per- 
haps the Prophet at firſt cannot tell any more 
than a Perſon, who, when he firſt ſees another, 
knows who or what he is. Samuel, at firſt, 
knew not the Voice of God, 1 Sam. iii. What 
then? Inſpired Perſons were not always eaſy 


and credulous, Abraham requires a Sign, and 
one 


36˖V , ? ?), ß , èðͤ v ac.occqcq,q. 
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one Viſion is ſucceeded and confirmed by 
another, Gen. xv. When the Viſion related to 
ſomething improbable, or incredible, they de- 
fired farther Satisfaction by ſome Token or 
other, Who am I, ſays Moſes, that I ſhould go 
zento Pharaoh, that I ſhould bring the Children 
of Iſrael out of Egypt? They will ſay, © The 
Lord hath not appeared unto thee.” And the 

Tord ſaid unto him, What is that in thine 

Hand? And be ſaid, A Rod. And he ſaid, Caſt 
it on tbe Ground; and he caſt it on the Ground, 
and it became a Serpent: And Moſes fled from 
before it, &c, Exod, ili. 11, 12. iv. 1—6. When 
the Lord appeared unto Gideon, and ſent him 
to fave 1/rae! from the Hand of the Midianites; 
Gideon ſaid unto him, If now I have foundGrace 
in thy Sight, then ſhew me a Ste that thou 
falkeſt with me. Which Requeſt was granted: 
There roſe up Fire out of the Rock, and con- 
ſumed the Fleſh and the unleavened Cakes which 
he had brought forth for a Meat Offering, Judg. 
vi. 14— 22. And thus, Manoab and his Wife ſeem 
to have been acquainted with the Truth and 
Certainty of what was promiſed them, by ſeeing 
the wondrous Aſcent towards Heaven, of the 
| Perſon who had converfed with them (and 
whom, till then, they took to be a Man, poſſibly 
that might have impoſed on them) in the Flame 
of their Burnt Offering from off the Altar, 
Chap. xii. 17—2 1. Without waiting for the 
Event to verify the Prediction, they knew, at 
that Inſtant, that there was no human Juggle 
and Contrivance in the Caſe, And Zacharias 
| 7 = . faid 


1 
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ſaid unto the Angel, who appeared to him, and 
promiſed him a Son, Whereby ſball I now 
this ? for I am an old Man, and my Wife well 
ricken in Nears: And the Angel ſaid unto him, 
Behold, thou ſhalt be dumb, &c. Luke i; 12.20. 
The Prophets had, or 16 have all the Sa- 
tisfaction they defired, touching their Principal 
who employed them; and their Buſineſs, that 
it was not merely imaginary and illuſive. | 
As to the Power of evil inuiſible Beings, to 
inſpire and play Tricks upon Mankind, the 
World is pretty well ſatisfied both of them and 
their Power, The Hiſtory of Heathen Oracles, 
as well as the Frauds that have been diſcovered 
of Chriſtian Monks and Fryars, have given ſo 
juſt ground for Suſpicion, that more than ordi- 
nary Evidence muſt be produced before a pru- 
dent Man will aſſent to Stories of their Agency. 
Who beat and bruijed St. Anthony, when he 
ſhut himſelf up in a Tomb, I know not : But 
his perſonal Conflicts with Devils, as well as 
Raptures and Viſions were ſo very extraordi- 
nary, particularly, when he ſaw himſelf with 
out himſelf, that it is pretty evident either him- 
ſelf, or the Writer of his Life [&], relates Fal- 
ſhoods. The Church of Rome have always been 


4] Athanaſius, after relating this Paradox, ſays, * St. 
> 1 was La up. as fit 25 the Third A and 
« heard unutterable Words: But Anthony ſaw himſelf 
c going up into the Air, and contended till he was free.” 
By which, if he meant any thing, I preſume it was this, 
that the Apo/tle came behind the Mont, in reſpect to di- 
vine Raptures. =, SD 

> | ſtocked 
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ſtocked with Viſionaries. Where Faith uſurps 
the Throne of Reaſon, and inordinate Praying, 


and Faſting, and Caſtigations of the Body paſs 
for genuine Acts of Piety, no Wonder indeed 


if in ſome the animal Spirits are diſturbed, 
and the Fibres of the Brain become impreſſive 


and yielding to whatever Images a warm Fanc 

or guilty Fears may raiſe. The French Pro- 
pbets, and other Enthuſiaſts, who pretend to 
high Degrees of Revelation, may, I believe, be 
acquitted of holding Correſpondence with Spi- 
rits of any great Capacity. Their violent Diſtor- 
tions and Agitations of Body, Hums, and See- 
Saws, are of the artificial and mechanical kind: 
And by no Events that anſwer to their Predi- 
ctions, or by the Things revealed being com- 
mon, trite, and jejune, if not repugnant to Rea- 


ſon and common Senſe; as well as by their 7 


Femperature of Body, Party Attachments, and 
other like Circumſtances it may be eafily gueſ- 
ſed, that the Principles from whence their A 
flatus ariſe, are low. and ſpurious, 1 
Revelation and Viſion may be feigned and 


imitated: and what with artful Impoſtors on 


one hand, and crack- brained Religioniſts on the 
other, many have been the Cheats and Delu- 


ſions of this kind. But as CH is very diftin=z 


guiſhable from M beat, and the Force of Fire, 

and of a Hammer, are known by their Effects, 
/o is the Mord of the Lord, Jer, xiii. 28, 29. 
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DISSERTATION IV. | 
OE I, 85 Ed | 
LAMB of G OD. 


HE Lamb of God being a ſelect Chara- 

_ _ ter with ſome devotional Writer and 

a Subject of frequent Declamation for ſome both 

Popriſh and Proteſtant Divines, it cannot be 

amiſs to make it the Subject of a rational In- 

quiry. And if in ſo doing we ſhould oppoſe any 
Conceit that may be an Occaſion of Superſti- 

tion in the Worſhip of Chriſtians, we hope we 

ſhall not be more guilty of Impiety than the 
good King. Hezekiah was, when be brake in 

Pieces the brazen Serpent that Moſes had made : 

[ for unto thoſe Days the Children of Iſrael did 

burn Incenſe to it:] And be called it Nxnhusn- 

| Tax [a], that is to ſay, by way of Contempt, 
mere Braſs, a Bauble, a Trifle. . 

E4Þ That the Lamb on the Throne, in St. Johns 
Second Viſion, is the true Image and Pattern of 

the Lamb of God; and the Hieroglyphic, or Sa- 

cred Character of Feſus Chriſt, admits of no 

Doubt. The chief Difficulties are, How came the 

Title to be appropriated to Feſus Chriſt? And 


| [a] 2 Kings viii. 4. 
1 with 
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witb what Propriety a Lamb to ſtand for him? 
To clear and account for which, ſhall be our 
preſent Buſinefs, 

The general Opinion of Divinth groundetli 
this Title, She Lamb of God, on ſome Institu- 
tion in the Jewiſs Religion and ſuppoſeth 
Cbriſt to bear it, in Alluſion, either to the Lamb 
in the Paſchal Solemnity, or to the daily Lambs 
that were offered in Sacrifice to God. 

But, to ſhew the Improbability of accounting 
for the Origin, and Application of this Chara- 
&er to Feſus Chriſt, by the Fewiſb Ritual, I 
obſerve, of the Paſchal! Solemnity, that the 
young (Marg. the Son of a Year) whether of 
Sheep, or of Goats, were appointed indifferent- 
ly: ye ſhall take it out from the Sheep or from 
_ tbe Goats, Exod. xii. 5. Wherefore, if à {mall 

Beaſt without Blemiſh, either a Lamb, ora Kid, 
might, according to the divine Inſtitution, be 

uſed indifferently, as the proper Subject of chat 
Feaſt; is it not raſh and inconclufive to argue, 
that, from the Jews more general Choice of a 
Lamb, probably, as moſt eaſy to be had, there- 
fore Chriſt has that Subject for bis Subritute 
and Repreſentative? How precarious and un- 
certain muſt an Hypotheſis be, that is built on 
the uſe of one kind of Animal, in an Inſtitution 
that was, and might always have been as well 
ſolemnized by an Animal of another kind ? 

It is the Opinion of Dr. Ligbiſoot, and ſome 
learned Perſons after him, that Jeſus Chriſt 
beareth this Character, in Reference and Allu- 
Jon to the Lamb of the daily Sacrifice, upon 

E'2 | _ whoſe 


. 
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whoſe Head the Sins of the Fews were conſeſ- 
ſed and laid [5]. To which it may be replied, 
that the daily Lambs were not Sin Offerings, 
and probably, there was no laying on of Hands 
on them, as Dr. Lightfoot himſelf elſewhere 
ſeems to be convinced ſc]: Nor do we find any 
Confeſſion of Sins enjoined, as in Sacrifices of a 
pracular kind: Theſe were not vicarious Sub- 
Hitutions for Sinners; nor indeed were any of 
the legal Sacrifices ſuch, as the well-diſpoſed 
Reader may ſatisfy himſelf, by a late Eſſay on 
the Nature, Deſgn, and Origin of Sacrifices. 
Theſe Lambs were Burnt Offerings, which, to- 
_ gether with ine Flour, and Oil, and Wine, were 
the Bread of God, the daily Proviſion con- 
ſumed by Fire on his Table, Exod. xxix. 38. 
Numb. xxviii. 2. A Lamb every Morning and 
Evening, was dreſſed for, and ſuppoſed to be 
as it were eaten by God [d], who was pleaſed 
to repreſent himſelf as keeping Houſe with, and 
being reſident amongſt his People the eus. 
This being ſo, is it at all congruous and rational 
to ſuppoſe, that, in Alluſion to this his Foop, 
his Son beareth the Character, and is therefore 
repreſented as the Lamb of God? A Man muſt 
havea warm and extravagant Fancy, or a. haſty 
way of judging, that can perceive any Similari- 
ty and Connection here, | „ | 
Should it then be aſked, How came Join 
the Baptiſt to point out Feſus Chriſt, perſonal- 
ly, twice by this Character? John ſeeth Feſus 
[5] Lightfoot's Works, vol. i. p. 529. [e] Ibid. p. 925. 
[4] Cudworth of the Lord's Supper, p. 86.—90. 
| com- 
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coming unto him, and ſaith, Behold the Lamb 
, God which taketh away the Sin of the M. orld. 
Again, the next Day after, Fobn flood, and 
two of his Diſciples : And looking upon Teſus, 
as he walkeg, he ſaith, "Behold the Lamb of 
God, John i. 29, 35, 36. From whence it may 
be concluded, the Baptiſt ſpeaketh of him un- 
der a Character familiar to himſelf or them UT: 
To which, by way of Reply, may be ob- 
ſerved ſeveral things, as Fe ALS 
1. That the Baptiſt was a Prophet of high 
Rank and Dignity; Yerily I ſay unto you, a- 
mong them that are born of Women, there hath. 
not riſen a greater than fohn the Baptiſt, 
Matth. x1. 11. Accordingly he 1s repreſented to 
be, a Man ſent from God, John 1. 6. One who 
had particular Inſtructions, and a ſpecial Com- 
miſſion. And, by the Records which. we have 
of his preaching, it is remarkable of him, that 
he converſed much in the prophetic Style, ex- 
preſſing himſelf, almoſt always, in bold Meta- 
phors and Figures, both with Regard to the 
Doctrine he delivered, and the Teftimony he 
gave of Chriſt ; and moreover we are aſſured, 
8 Fl The ſacrificial Phraſe, that taketh away the Sin of 
the I/orld, being here added, might probably occaſion the 
Generality of Divines to affix primarily the Notion of a 
Sacrifice to the Lamb of God ; and to account from Sacri- 
fices for Feſus Chriſtis having the animal Epithet of a: 
Lamb given unto him, But that Reaſoning muſt needs be 
defective ;- ſince the Law will warrant the Application of 
that Phraſe, 4 take, or bear away Sin, to Perſons, and to 
Things alſo that are not Sacrifices, See Eſſay on Sacrifices, 

p. 145, 147. e 
5 that 
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that be ſhake many things in bis Exbortation 
unto the People, which are omitted, Luke iii. 18 
2. That a Lamb is ſuppoſed to bear all the 

Characters of oppreſſed Innocence, in the Apo- 
ue, or Moral Fable; and that it was made 
in the Vi ſons of Iſaiah} the deſcriptive Image 
of the Meekneſs and Patience of the Meſſiab, 


under his Sufferings. He was led as a Lamb to 


the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shear- 
.ers is dumb, ſo he openeth not bis Mouth, Iſa. liii. 
7. Under this Similitude therefore Chriſt was 
long foretold. Add to this | 
3. The high Probability that all the Bap- 
tiſ's prophetical Knowledge of the Perſon, the 
Qualifications, and the Deſign of the Coming of 
Chriſt into the World, was revealed to him in 
Vion. See the Third Difertation concerning the 
Manner of Prophetical Inſpiration, The Baptiſt, 
tho related to Jeſus by the Mother's Side, de- 
clares himſelf either abſolutely ignorant of his 
being the Meſiab; or elſe, that it was a mat- 
ter of Doubt with him, fo that he never cer- 
tainly knew nor acknowledged him to be the 
Perſon, till ſuch time as a ſupernatural Glory 
drew the Marks whereby he was to diſtinguiſh 
him. I knew him not: But he that ſent me to 
baptize with Water, the ſame ſaid unto me, Upon | 
whom thou ſbalt fee the Spirit deſcending and 
remaining on him, the ſame is he which bap- 
Tixetb with the Holy Ghoſt, John i. 33. John the 
Baptiſt had ſome kind of Intercourſe and Com- 
munication with his Principal. And if the Word 


” God, Wy he was led into an Acquaint- 
| | | ance 
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ance with his proper Work and Buſineſs, came 
unto bim [G], in the fame Way and Manner, 
by ſenſible Repreſentations and apt Similitudes, 
as it did to all the Prophets of Eminence, which 
I think cannot well be doubted, the Difficulty 
of accounting for his Application of this Epi- 
thet to Feſus, Behold the Lamb of God, at once 
ſubſides. If, under this ſacred Device, the Bap- 
tiſt firſt received his Inſtructions, touching the 
Character and Qualifications of Chriſt; and had 
this ſupernatural Image and Impreſſion on his 
Mind, revived at the Preſentment of Jeſus to 
him, to be baptized, with 4 Glory hovering 
over him — there will be, as well an Harmony 


in the Evangelical Accounts, as a plain natura! 


Reaſon for his appropriating this Character to 

Feſus, Behold the Lamb of God. 

But that the Origin of this Character is to 
be ſought for among the irt Principles of In- 
ſpiration itſelf, rather than in the ceremonial 
Inſtitutions of the Fewiſh Law, will further ap- 
pear when we conſider, the particular Forma- 


ion of it, as it was exhibited in Viſion. I behgld, 


faith St. John, and lo, in the Midſt of the 
Throne, flood a Lamb as it had been flain, bau- 
ing ſeven Horns and ſeven Eyes. 

From hence it is plain, that, tho' this Hiero- 
glyphic, from its general Likeneſs, bears the De- 
nomination of a Lamb; (as the general Likeneſs 
of the Cherub, gave it that of an Ox, Exel. i. 
10. x. 14.) it was 4 Land of à very extraordi- 


(4) Lute ill, 2. 5 
| nary 


\ 


>» 


112 DISSERTATION IV. 

nary and peculiar Form; and not the Image of 
any natural Production. It was quite of another 
Faſhion and Form, than thoſe preſcribed by the 
Levitical Law. For tho! it did bear ſome Marks 
of Violence about it, appearing as it had been 
Hain, it was quite different, and diſtinguiſhed 
from the common Animals of that Species, hav- 


ing ſeven Horns, and ſeven Eyes. 
Now a Lamb of this Quality and Condition 


would, I humbly apprehend, be rejected as a 


Blemiſhed Beaſt, by the Law of Moſes, Either 


a Bullock, or a Lamb, that hath any thing su- 


PERFLUOUS, or lacking in his Parts, that may. 


eft thou offer for a Free-will Offering; but for a 


Vow it ſhall not be accepted, Lev. xxii. 23.7. e. 
as the Jeus underſtand it, it might be given to 

the Prieſt for ſome ſacred Uſe, to be fold, for 
Inſtance [i], for the Reparation of the Temple; 


but for a Sacrifice to God it would not be ac- 
cepted. Mr. Ainſworth faith, that by perfect, 


and without Blemiſh, which the Law required, 
_« is meant, to have neither Want, nor Super- 
« fluity of Members. And that all Overplus was 
« as a Want.” Vid. on Exod. xii. 5. Lev. xxii. 
21. As then the Lamb of God, in Viſion, has 
more Parts or Members than it ſhould have, 


for a Jewiſh Feaſt or Sacrifice , we mult leave 


their Ritual, and ſeek its original and true De- 


ſign alone in the prophetic Manner of Inſtru- 


ction. 1 . 
The Horn, in ancient Writers, eſpecially the 
ſacred, ſignifies Strength and Excellence, Deut. 


[7] Patrick in loc. 


xxxili, 
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Kxxiii. 16, 17, Let the Bleſſing come upon the 
Head of Foſeph, and upon the Ti % of the Head 
of him that was ſeparated from bi, 5 rethren. 
His Glory ts like the Fit, ling of his Bullock, and 
his Horns are like the Horns of Unicorut: With 
. them he ſhall puſh the People together, to the 
Ends of the Earth : and they are the Ten thou- 
fands of Epbraim, and they are the Thouſands 
of Manaſſeh. See alſo 1 Sam. ii, 1. Pjal.1xxxix. 
24. 

n the Eye, the Organ of Sight, 18 expreſ- 
five of great Knowledge, Care, and Inſpection, 
fal. xxxiv. 15. The Eyes of the Lord are upon 
Fhe Righteous. Seven Eyes, we find, were en- 
graven upon the Stone, that was laid, in a Vi- 
ſion of Zechariab's, before Joſhua the Prieſt, 
and Zerubbabel the Prince.” Theſe Figures on 
the Stone were hieroglyphical, as well as or- 
namental, being engraven thereon; in order to 
repreſent, The Eyes of the Lord, which run to 
and fro thro the whole Earth, Zech. iv. 10. 

The Lamb of God had ſeven Horns and ſe- 
ven Eyes. The Horns iſſuing forth, one over 
each Eye, formed an Ornament on the Head 
of the Lamb, which gave it a Dignity peculi- 
arly remarkable. 

The Number of its Horns and Eyes, being 
ſacred, and far exceeding that of other Beaſts, 
who have ordinarily but #ww9 of each, the Lamb 

appeared, no leſs diſtinguiſhed than well quali- 
fied for its ſymbolical Uſe, Place, and Station, in 


Viſion. 
2 As 
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As thoſe Horns and Eyes, on the Head of 
the Lamb, are the Seven Spirits of God; ſo, 
analogically on the Perſon of Chriſt, a ſenſible 

| Glory, hovering and lighting upon him, like a 
Dove in its Deſcent, diſtinguiſhed him to the 
Eye of the Baptiſt, and was the like deſcriptive 
Emblem, or Character of the Holy Gh, Matth. 
ii. 16. Mark. i. 10, Luke iii. 22. Whether the 
Dove hath thoſe Properties that will bear a Par- 
allel to the ſeven Graces of the Spirit, as ſome 
learned Men have thought [&], may be que- 
ſtioned: But there is no Difficulty with reſpect 
to theſe Symbols of Horns and Eyes. Their 
Signification is ſettled and determined : They are, 

i. e. they ſtand for, and repreſent, the Seven 
Spirits of God. 
Nou, as the Plenitude of the Spirit is hereby: 
denoted, the Baptiſts Viſion of Chriſt, under 
this Image, of the Lamb (ſuppoſing that he alſo 
had ſuch a Viſion of him, as well as St. John; 
a Suppoſition that is natural, and may be grant- 
ed) will well account for his Expreſſions (for his 
I take them to be) of the Fulneſs of Grace, and | 
unlimited Meaſure of the Spirit that was in 
Cbriſt; which was, indeed, part of the Witneſs 
he bore of him, Jobn i. 14, 15, 16. iii. 34. 
The Manner of prophetical Inſpiration by Vi- 
ion, thus affording the Original and Ute of this 
Character, we may, among many things, obſerve, 
The Errors of Superſtition. The Church of 
Rome has one Commodity in its Factory, which 


[4] See Light/oot's Works, vol. i. p. 485. 
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is a ſorry Imitation of this Hieroglyphic. Theſe 
are the Agnus Dei's, which are a Sort of wax- 
en Medals, with an Impreſſion of a Lamb, 
carrying the Banner of the Croſs, Theſe are 
conſecrated by the Pope, the firſt Year of his 
Pontificate, and every ſeventh Year after, par- 
ticularly againſt the Jubilee; and are diſtri- 
buted by him to the Cardinals and other dig- 
nified Perſons, and by the Maſter of his Ward- 
robe to the Pilgrims and devout People, as a 
Sort of Amulet or Charm, „ to ſubdue Sin, 
« yanquiſh the Devil, and preſerve from Dan- 
« gers both by- Sea and Land.” I will not dif- 
pute the excellent Virtues, nor the Profit that 
accrues to the Church, by the Gift and Sale 
of this Commodity, All I intend to obſerve is, 
that this is 20 the Image of the Lamb of God; 
and, ſo far at leaſt, the People are cheated and 
impoſed on. For, inſtead of the Lamb which 
had feven Horns and ſeven Eyes, they have the 
Image only of a common Lamb. They with- 
hold from the ſupernatural Object, that which 
is its peculiar Mark, Glory, and Excellence; 
and by a ſort of Coronet, which they affix, ſub- 
ſtitute their own Inventions in the room and 
ſtead thereof. 

But let not Papiſts have all the Reflection. 
How little more refined are the Notions of ſome 
Proteſtants, who take Emblems, and enigma- 
. tical Deſcriptions, into their devotional Exer- 
ciſes ; and think themſelves never in the way 
of ſpiritual Improvement, but when the [mage 
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of the Lamb of God, and the [I] Blood of the 
Lamb, are raiſed in their Minds. Such there 
are, who miſtake Parable and Allegory for 
Truth; at leaſt, prefer the Similitudes, Figures, 
and Covers of Things in Prophecy, to the Things 
themſelves, or to the moral Truths and Cha- 
racters principally intended to be expreſſed by 
them. I do not know any more Warrant Chri- 
flians have, to invoke and worſhip Jeſus Chriſt 
under the Name and Notion of a Lamb, than 
under its Picture or Image. They who think 
they have a Precedent for it in this Viſion, 5 
either not well know, or not conſider the 
phetic Schemes of Revelation. F or, for the "a | 
Reaſon they may worſhip God the Father, with 
the Anthropomorphites, under the venerable No- 
tion of an old Man, fitting in the Circle of Ma- 
jeſty in Heaven, whoſe Garment was white as 
Snow, and the Hair of his Head like pure 
Wool ; becauſe Daniel beheld this Likeneſs, and 
ſaw that T houſand thouſands miniſtred unto him, 
and Ten thouſand times Ten thouſand flood be- 
fore bim, Dan. vii. , 10. The Scriptures, if we 
adhere to the Letter of them, which ſpeak of 


* 


[/] To glory in a crucified Saviour, when his Character 
is held in Contempt, and Perſecution attends the Profeſſion 
of his Name; is a noble Inſtance of Chriſtian Faith and 
Fortitude. And true it is, the Death of Chriſt is improv- 
able at all Times, to aſcertain us of the Love of God, 
and as it is a Motive and Obligation to the Practice of Vi ir- 
tue. But to make a my/tical Theol:gy of his Blood and 
Wounds (with the Moravian Brethren) is to, corrupt the 
Goſpel, and ſpread Ignorance and Superſtition inſtead of 
divine Knowledge i in the World, 

God's 
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God's Soul, Face, Eyes, Ears, &c. Im] are as 
clear and plain for one groſs Conceit as the 
other. „ + 
One Reaſon why Chriſt is not in the ſecond 
Viſion of St. John, repreſented by an human 
Likeneſs, ſeems to be, that 1“ contains the impe- 
rial Scene; the DerTy himſelf is made to ap- 
pear there in Perſon, under that Form and Si- 
militude : And therefore it ſeems neceſſary, in 
point of Decorum, that a due Difference and 

Diſtinction of thoſe Characters be preſerved on 
one and the ſame Throne. : 

Had Chriſt there been repreſented in the 
Likeneſs of his glorious human Form, I know 
not what Work ſome warm Imaginations might 
have made of the Viſion. Even as it is, with all 
the Machinery, enigmatical Characters, and 
Marks of the dramatical Kind, ſome are hardly 
reſtrained from thinking, St. John ſaw, the literal 


n] It was once, by many who made no inconſider- 
able Part of the Church, deemed impious to aſſert, that 
God was incorporcal, and without an human Form, Socrat. 
E. H. B. vi. c. 7. What warm Contentions have the Fi- 
gures, and figurative Expreſſions of Scripture, been the 
Occaſion of among Chriſtians? A melancholy Reflection 
this ! But Metaphor and Allegory ſtrike the Imagination: 
And it ſeems, where Reaſon is ſummoned to manly Ex- 
erciſe, to improve by abſtract and reflex Acts, there are 
good People who will recoil, and clamour, and declare 
themſelves for n9 God, or for no Saviour, but in and with 
the Similitudes by which their little firſt Conceptions were 
gathered. Some indeed reſt not here, but add their own 
Figures to thoſe of Revelation; and talk of Goa's Blood, 
and Chriſt's Side- Hole, in a Manner that, if it does not 
diſgrace Revelation itſelf, muſt however nauſeate and of- 
fend the judicious Hearer. 

Place 
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Place of Chriſt's glorified Body; and beheld the 
real Employment, Worſhip, and Beatitude of 
the Saints. But, could I be fo happy to caſt 
any thing in their way, for their better Inſtru- 
ction, let ſuch Perſons attend to the Apoſtle 
Paul, who was well acquainted with Viſions 
and Revelations of the Lord, and who himſelf 
had been caught up to Paradiſe, and to the 
third Heaven, where he heard unſpeakable 
Words, which it is not lawful, or in the Power 
of a Man, perhaps with Juſtice, to utter: 
Whoſe Account of the Matter is this, For 
« we know in Part, and we propheſy in Part. 
« For we ſee thro a Glaſs, darkly.” Marg. in a 
Riddle. 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 12. 2 Ep. xii. 1—5. 
Wherefore, to conclude. Things ſeen, and 
beard, in Viſion, are to be attended to with a 
ſober and judicious Mind, and taken with pro- 
per Limitations and Reſtrictions, They are 
Words written for the Wiſe. And whoſoever 
will attempt to explain them, without a due 
Ufe and Exerciſe of his reaſoning Faculties, and 
a 2 juſt Regard had to thoſe Truths of Natural 
Religion which are evidently deducible from the 
Frame and Conſtitution of the World, Eath zo 
Manner of Security againſt MisTAKE and 
ERROR. 5 
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AVING ſeen an Eſſay towards aſcer- 
| taining the Senſe of the much-contro- 
verted Paſſage, in St. Peter's Second Epiſtle, 
Sc. in which a Species of Prophecy, or De- 
gree of Revelation, is aſſerted diſtinct from, and 
ſuperior to thoſe of the Viſion and Dream: It is 
neceſſary I make a few Remarks thereon, in 
order farther to ſupport and iliuftrate what is 
ſaid in the Third Diſſertation. Ad. 
I. The Hypotheſis of the learned Author 
ought not to be diſliked merely for its Novelty, 
or Contrariety to the long received Opinion of 
what is called, the Gradus Moſaicus of Pro- 
phecy. For whilſt we pace on in the Tram- 
mels of the Rabbies and Fathers, no Progreſs 
in Knowledge can poſſibly be made in Theo- 
logy. And of the Authority of the former, 
touching this Point, it is juſtly obſerved by our 
Author, Whatever that may be in the pro- 
* per Subjects of it, in Subjects of civil or ec- 
&« clefiaſtic Cuſtom, yet his is quite without 
« the Limits of it, and a modern Chriſtian is 
as fit a Judge of it, as an ancient Few ; the 
« Medium of judging to both being the Scri- 

| ee e ptures 
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s ptures of the Old Teflament, and theſe 


« only.” [a] So far we are agreed. However, 
I cannot but think the Paſſage in Numb. xii. is 


againſt the Notion which he has advanced of 
another Species of Prophecy, or third Degree of 


Revelation, diſtinct from, and ſuperior to Vi- 
ion and Dream. For notwithſtanding what is 


offered in the Appendix, in order to reconcile 


that Paſſage to an higher Degree of Prophecy, 
by ſuppoſing, theſe Words mult either be re- 


« ſtrained to the Time of Moſes, or that Vi- 


ec ſion here is not to be taken in the common 


* Senſe in which we uſe it in Engliſh, of Vi- 
« ſion properly fo called, which, indeed, is the 


&«& {ame as the Rabbinical Senſe;“ [] it ſeems 


not of any Moment. 
I humbly think that the Words ought not to 


be reſtrained to the Time of Moſes : For tho it 
be granted, they will then as well anſwer the 


Occaſion whereon they were ſpoken ; yet they 


ſeem to have alſo a Reſpect to future Time, and 


are ſo read in dur ancient Verſion, and by the 
Chaldee. I there ſhall be a Prophet among you, 

T Fehovah, Sc. See Ainſworth in loc, And the 
Author of the additional Chapter to Deutero- 


nomy (whoever he was, whether Samuel, or 


Eſdras) ſeems to have underſtood them as ex- 
tending to his Time, Chap. xxxiv. 10. But as 
the confining theſe Words to the Age of Moſes, 
does not prevent a Difficulty that will recur on 


the Scheme advanced in the Eſay, the learned 
3 ; 


[a] Page 288, II Page 178. 


Writer 


OA 
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Writer proceeds, therefore, to inquire whe- 
te ther the Viſon has not ſometimes a Senſe ſo 
« lax, as to take the Word into it” [cl. I own 
myſelf unequal to this Argument ſo far as it is 
concerned with the original Signification of 
Words; and ſo far, therefore, muſt leave it to 
thoſe who are ſkilled in Languages. However, 
granting that Viſion may ſometimes have as 
large a Senſe as Revelation [d] in general; I ob- 
ſerve, that, if it is the Caſe here, that he Viſon 
has a Senſe ſo lax, as to take the Word into it as 
a a different Species, this Paſſage is not plainly. 
expreſſive of each diſtinct Manner and Degree 
of Prophecy. I make this with a View to an- 
other Obſervation, vig. That, upon our Author's, 
Hypotheſis, there is no Scripture Paſſage ex- 

reflive of all the Degrees or different Species of 
prophetical Communication, For there is noone 
Place wherein Mention is made of a threefold 
Manner common to the Prophets, In Ho/ea, 
Chep. xii. 10. I have alſo ſpoken by the Pro- 
pbets; and ] have multiplied Viſions, and uſed 
Similitudes by the Miniſtry of the Prophets: 
There may be expreſſed, three Ways of God's 
teaching the People by the Inſtrumentality of 
che Prophets; but not three Ways of his teach- 
ing the Prophets themſelves, Beſides, nothing 

| is there ſaid of the Dream, which is allowed to 
be one Species, unleſs we appropriate che ſpeab- 
ing thereto, as ſome have done [e]; or will 
have the Dream. denoted by the Similitudes; 


5 Page 179. [4] Prov. xxix. 18. [e] Pococke in loc. 
5 R.  _ _ either 
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either of which is too forced and arbitrary to 
paſs with conſiderate Perſons. Now, if there is 
a threefold Manner, and it be in no one Place 
expreſsly mentioned, it ſhould ſeem very ſtrange, 
becauſe there are ſeveral Places wherein the 
Dream and Viſion are together clearly and di- 
ſtinctly mentioned, or are alluded to, as if thoſe 


only were the uſual Ways of God's revealing 


himſelf to the Prophets. According to this 
* twofold Way of divine Inſpiration, the Pro- 
i phet Joel foretells the Nature of that prophe- 
e 7zcal Spirit that ſhould be poured out in the 
e latter Times: And in Fer. xiv. 14. we have 
e the falſe Prophets brought in as endeavour- 
« ing apiſhly to imitate the true Prophets of 
« God, in fortifying their Fancies by the Power 
of Divination, that they might talk of 
„Dreams and Yifons, when they came among 
* the People / J. See alſo Zech. x. 2. The 
Diviners have feen a Lie, and have told falſe 
Dreams. So that, according to theſe Examples, 
any other uſual Manner of inſtructing the Pro- 


** 


phets, as different and diſtinct from the Dream 


and Viſion, ſeems to be excluded. 

2. In thoſe Inſtances of Revelations to the 
Prophets, referred to by our Author [g], which 
TI apprehend were the occafion and ground 
of the Diſtinction he has made, in which 
< God is {id to ſpeak, and the Prophet to bear, 
© and which is cxpreſsly called Revelation by 
* tbe Word of the Lord: There is great Rea- 


WJ] Smith*; Seled? Diſcip. 181. [g. Page 94, 9 75 
N en 


* 


ſon to think, the Word came in, or by, or with 
a Von. This ſeems plainly implied in the fol- 
lowing Paſſage, 1 Sam. iii. 1, The Word of the 
Lord was precious in thoſe Days: How ſo? 
There was no open Viſion. If the original Word 
here, as we are told, © often ſignifies Revela- 


« tion [H]; it is ſuch a Revelation as may be 


oppoſed to all private Suggeſtions, or ſecret Im- 
pulſes: The Meaning at leaſt is, the plain ex- 
reſs Manner in which God was wont to ſig- 


* 


nify his Mind to his People, by the Miniſtry of 


the Prophets, was then very rare. But it revived 
in Samuel's Days; V 21. And the Lord ap- 
peared again in Sbilob; for the Lord revealed 


himfelf to Samuel in Shiloh by the Word of the” 


Lord. How that was, V 10. ſheweth. And the 


Tord came, and flood and called, as at other 
Times. Expreſſions, I think, which denote 
ſome viſible Preſence and Action, as well as 
Voice, tho' Samuel perceived it not at firſt. 
What tho” there appear no Traces of any Vi- 
« fon or Dream,” when what the Lord ſpake 


is recited ? It does not follow, therefore, that 


the Prophet received the Revelation in a Man- 
ner different from either. If there are no 
Traces of any Dream or Viſion in the Word of 
the Lord that came unto Nathan, as it is deli- 
vered to us; it is nevertheleſs highly probable, 

the Word of the Lord came unto him in one 
or other of thoſe two Ways. And it is remark- 
ed by the Hiſtorian, that according to all theſe 
OW, and according to all this VIS ro, 5 did 


Wh Page 96. 


2 Nathan 


nme 
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Nathan ſpeak unto David, 2 Sam. vii. 17. The 
like may. be. preſumed, touching the Word of 
the Lord, that came unto the Prophet Gad, 
David's Seer, 2 Sam. xxiv. 11, His being cal- 
led David's Seer, ſeems to intimate thus much, 
that he /aw things relative to the divine Will, 
for, or upon the Account of David. However 
that be, in the Execution of that Word of Pro- 
phecy there was, indiſputably, a proper Viſion: 
David himſelf ſaw the Angel of the Lord ſtand 
between the Earth and the Heavens, having a 
drawn Sword in his Hand ftretched out over 
Jeruſalem, 1 Chron. xxi. 16, Probably the 
fame Appearance gave the Word, that attend- 
ed the Event. As to that Expreſſion, which the 
Author refers to [i], Now the Lord had told 
Samuel in his Ear a Day before Saul came, 
ſaying, &c. 1 Sam. ix. 15. it is ſingular, and not 
ſufficient, I humbly concezve, to ground. a 
Manner of Revelation upon, diſtinct from Dream 
and Viſion, as a Species of Communication from 
God by the Ear only, The Meaning ſeems to 
be, that God told him a Secret; or, as we ſay, 
whiſpered a thing in his Ear: Not that his 
other Senſes were unconcerned in receiving the 
Information from God. To theſe Scripture Paſ- 
ſages, taken chiefly from the Eſſay, I will ſub- 
join Zhree, that will farther prove and exem- 
plify my Argument, and are not unworthy 
the Attention of ſo learned and conſiderable a 
Critic as this Writer appears to be, 1 Kin. xxii. 
19. Hear thou therefore the Word of the Lord: 


8  0BGHDETE Thi Nog 76 226. 
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I jaw the Lord ſitting on his Throne, &c. Obad. 
i. I, The Viſion of Obadiab. Thus ſaith the Lord 
God concerning Edom, We have heard a Rumour 
from the Lord, &c. Zech. i. 7, 8. Upon the four 
and twentieth Day of the Eleventh Month, = 
came the Word of the Lord unto Zechariah the 
Son of Barachiah, the Son of Iddo the Prophet, 
 Jaying, T jaw by Night and behold a Man ride 

| ing upon a red Horſe, G c. 

3. Revelation, therefore, by the Word of 
God; as when we read, the Word of the Lord 
came; or, the Lord Dake, Sc. is not diſtinét 
from, but of the ſame Species with either the 

Vion or the Dream; God ſpeaking to the Pro- 
phets ſometimes in one way, ſometimes in the 
other, Gen. xv. 1. Pſal. Ixxxix. 19. Acls ix. 1o. 
Gen. xx. 3, 6. xxxi. 11, 24. xlvi. 2. 1 Kings iii. 
5. Mattb. ii. 12, 22. What he ſpeaketh in Vi- 

| fron, is comprehended under that Species of 
Communication; and what he ſpeaketh in 

Dream, under the Species of Dream, If it be 

urged, in Favour of the Word by a Voice alone, 
| — that when Moſes was gone into the 7 aber 

nacle of the Congregation, to ſpeak with him, 
i. e. God : Then he heard the Voice of one ſpeak- 
ing unto him from off the Mercy-Seat that was 
upon the Ark of Teſtimony, from between the two 
Cberubims, Numb. vii. 89. it muſt be conſi- 
dered, that this was the Refidence of the 
chinab: The Glory of divine Majeſty appear- 
ed in the Cloud upon the Mercy-Seat, Lev, xvi. 2. 

And tho' I dare not be poſitive, that the Word \ 
of the Lord never came by an audible Voice 0 

rhe 
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the Ear only, yet as in many Inſtances where 
the Word of the Lord is mentioned, it was at- 
tended with ſome kind of Viſion, ind was not 
a mere audible Voice, it ſeems moſt reaſonable 
to conclude, that All thoſe Places, where That 
or ſuch like Expreſſions occur, ſhould be un- 
derſtood as attended with Viſion of one kind or 
another, and ſhould not be made a diſtinct Spe- 
cies of Revelation, and much leſs the higheſt 
Degree of it. God may indeed cauſe a real or 
articulate Voice to reach the Ear, as he may 
aſſume or cauſe to be aſſumed a Shape viſible to 
the Eye. But whether he has in Fact made 
Uſe of the Ears, or whether he has excited 
Ideas only in the Minds of the Prophets, is the 
Point to be proved. 

4. If Prophecy, by the N wt to the Ear only, 
be, according to this Hypotheſis, % higheſt 
Degree of Revelation; it is amazing the Man 
of God, who propheſied againſt the Altar at 
Bethel, to whom it was ſaid by the Word of the 
Lord, Thou ſhalt eat no Bread nor drink Water 
there; — ] ſay, it is amazing he ſhould be fo 
eaſily ſeduced by a Revelation, not only given 
to another Perſon, but of another and inferior 
Degree. Can it be ſuppoſed that the old Pro- 
phet, who heard him recite what kind of Re- 
velation he had, and what his expreſs Orders 
were, would feign a Revelation from God to 
contradict it of a /ower Order? If there be any 
Difference, one would naturally think he forged 
that manner or kind that was moſt ſure and 


authoritative. He ſaid unto bg, Jam a Pro- 
phef 
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pbet alſo as thou art, and an Angel [therefore, 
according to the learned Writer's own Conceſ- 
ſion [I], this ſeems to have been in Viſion] 

Jpake unto me by the Word of the Lord, ſaying, 

Bring this Man back, Sc. 1 Kings xiii. 17, 18. 
I think we may be ſure, he honoured himſelf 
with pretending to at leaſt an equal Degree of 
Inſpiration, 

5 5, But to examine this farther: Suppoſe there 
was fuch a manner of Inſpiration, or Revelg- 
tion by the Word, to the Ear only, as is ad- 
vanced in the Efjay : It cannot, I think, be fo 
good and fure a way as that of jon. It is not 
ſo eaſy to diſtinguiſh, and prove a Communica- 
tion to be of God, by Senſe only, as where the 
whole Mind is employed and exerciſed. Where 
the Medium is only 2 Voice, and the Ear the 
only Evidence, there is the utmoſt Scope for 
Impoſture and Deluſion. Many cunningly de- 
viſed Fables might have paſſed upon the World 
for divine Revelations, if thoſe that come by an 
articulate Sound, or to the Ear only, are the 
ſuperior more excellent Sort. But if there be 
another manner of Communication, in which 
the Prophet may fee, and feel, (to allude to 

ohn i. 1.) as well as hear; I mean, where the 
Impreſſion is made ſtrong upon his Mind, as in 
Vilion it was; that bids faireſt, I think, to be, 
if not tbe more ſure Mord, the more ſure _ 
of Prophecy: 

6. Neither is this farpoſed di inc? Manner 
of Revelation uy” the Ward, 1 85 more free 
III Page 94, . | 

15 
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from Obſcurity than that of Dream, or Yifor. 
For, as to what the learned Writer has adopted, 
from a Manuſcript Bxeplanation of the extraor- 
dinaty Gifts [1], that « the Dream, and the Vi- 
= 7-4 do in their Nature require Interpreta- 
« fon; but © the Vord needed not this Inter- 
| te pretation, and was ſubject to no other Obſcurity 
e than that of the general Communication of 
Thoughts among Mankind, of Language 
« itſelf; it ſeems not juſt and accurate 
enough to be applied at large to either Manner 
in which the Prophets are taught of God. 
Truth may be communicated by Actions and 
Things, as well as by Words. We have an Ex- 
ample, I think, to the Point, 1 Sam. ix. 27. x. 1. 
Samuel ſaid to Saul, Stand thou ftill a While, 
that I may fhew thee the Word of God. Then 
Samuel took a Vial of Oil, and poured it upon his 
— Head, and kiſſed bim. This Ceremony was as 
| | plain and expreſſivè as Language itſelf, that 
God had choſen him to be the Captain over 
his Inheritance. If ſome Y7/ons were obſcure, 
others were not, and needed little or no Expla- 
nation. And if Peter doubted in himfelf what 
the Vi ſion which he had ſeen, ſhould mean, Acts x. 

- we know the Reaſon ; it was becauſe the Law, 
and the religious Cuſtoms of his Nation were 
- againſt it, There was no Difficalty in inter- 
reting of Pauls Viſion at Troas, Acts xvi. 10. 
and that which Cornelius had, interpreted it- 
ſelf, Chep. x. 3, 7. As to what our Author calls, 
the Word, 1 might turn to innumerable Places 


= | 10 * 93, 94. | 
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for Examples of Obſcurity in the Old Tefta- 
ment; in Jaiab, Feremiab, Egekiel; as alſo 
to the Prophecies of Joel, Obadiah, Micab, 
Zepbaniab, and Haggai; where the Expreſſion 
is, The Word of the Lord came to, or, Thus 


| ſaith" the Lord, &c, when, what is ſpoken is 


not ſo clear as the general Communication 
ce of Thoughts among Mankind,“ is; and which 
require Interpretation as well as the Dream and 
Vifen, I paſs over the Words of our incarnate 
Oracle in the New Teſtament, which were 


ſometimes obſcure, and needed Explanation ; + 


and will only recommend the Reader to com- 
pare our learned Author's own Account of his 


third Manner and Degree of Revelation, with 


St. Paul's Account of Viſion. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. and 
judge, whether a like Obſcurity does not ſeem 
to be predicated of both. Our Author's Ac- 
count is, that the Species of Prophecy, which 
he has been diſtinguiſhing, and advancing into 
ktbe more ſure Word, is but a Light ſhining in 
a dark Place: And that the enlightning [m] 
itſelf, of the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
which he calls the dark Place, by St. Peter's 
ce inſpired Interpretation and Explanation of 
te them, was {ſtill but like that f a Candle.” 
Can this, then, be a Degree of Revelation dif- 


ferent from, and ſuperior to that g/affing of di- 


vine Things (as Mr. Smith In] calls it) to the 
Prophets by Hieroglyphics and Emblems? The 
Difference between having the Light of a Can- 


Tue Ibid. p. 157, 188. [1] Sele Diſe. p. 182. 
| 2 ® dle 


130 APPENDIX. 


die in a dark Place, and ſeeing darkly, I ſhould 
think is really none at all. | 
7. But if this learned Writer has made a Di- 
ſtinction where there is no Difference; he 
ſeems not to have diſtinguiſhed where a Dif- 
ference is, and may be made. For, ſpeaking of 
the Word of God, (2] a Species of Prophecy 
« diſtinct from the Viſion and the Dream; 
he ſuppoſes it, —** not attended with the exſtatic 
« Diſorders of them; — but, free from the 
« exſtatic Confuſion with which the lower Or- 
cc ders of Prophecy were attended.“ This, whe- 
ther he be aware of it or not, ſeems to border 
on the Rabbinical Reverie ; that * all that pro- 
«© pheſied : (Moſes excepted) either by Dream 
« or Viſion, their Joints trembled, there re- 
% mained no Strength in them, and their 
« Thoughts were troubled, and the Mind was 
« left actos to underſtand that which was 
« ſeen” [p]. For a Difference is diſtinguiſhable 
among the Prophets, both in the Dream and 
the Viſion; no Diſorder and Perturbation attend- 
ing either, but where the Objects were ſtrange 
or terrible, or the Meſſage and Purport of the 
Things ſeen were woeful and calamitous. It is 
abſurd, and ought by no means to paſs into a 
Rule, that hu ſe a deep Sheep, an an Horror 
of great Darkneſs fell upon Abraham, Gen. XV. 
12. it was ſo always with him, and others, in 
thoſe kinds of prophetical ae 
Abrabam was then made acquainted with a 


[0] Ibid. p. 96. net. Appen. p. 188, 189. 
[(p] ala on Gen. ty. 12. Smith's Se Diſe. p. 5 


very 
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very melancholy Affair, namely, the Afliction 
that was to befall bis C Of pring, in a flrange 
Land, for 400 Nears. At other times he ap- 
pears to have been calm and undiſturbed, when 
he ſaw, and converſed with God; yea, once, 
to have had a good Degree of Cheerfulneſs and 
Gaiety of Temper, Chap. xvii. 17. And as to 
Daniel's Viſion, Chap. x. 8. (which Mai moni- 
des likewiſe mentions as if it would prove, that 
in all Viſions the Prophets were afraid, and 
troubled, and fainted ;) who could behold ſuch 
a terrible majeſtic Form, as is there deſcribed, 
without Fear and Aſtoniſhment ? The Prophets 


were Men ſubje& to a like violent Motion, or 


Tranſport of Paſſions with ourſelves, by a ſud- 
den, extraordinary, or awful Appearance, or 
through the Apprehenſion of impending Evil. 
But many prophetic Dreams and Viſions are on 
Record, where it is groundleſs to think, any 
Diſorder and Confuſion attended, Such were 
thoſe of Paul at Corinth, and Feruſalem, Acts 
xXviii. 9. xxiii. 11. And, I believe, in Caſes of 
what is-called, Revelation by the W. ord, which 
| is adyanced in the Ef/ay, © as the higheſt Spe- 


* cies of Prophecy, ditin# from thoſe: of Vi- 


« fon and Dream; there are Inſtances to be 
collected where that too was attended with Diſ- 
order of Mind, or Perturbation of the Spirits— 
See Fer. xxiii. 9. Mine Heart within me is 
broken, becauſe of the Prophets, all my Bones 
ſhake: I am like a drunken Man, and like a 

Man whom Wine hath overcome ; becauſe of the 


2 85 and becauſe * the Words of his Holineſs. 
S 2 8, Nor 
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8. Nor is this learned Writer more happy in 
another Diſtinction. According to the Manu- 
ſeript Explanation, which he has adopted, 
« The lower Degrees, Viſion and Dream, ge- 
« nerally relate to private Conduct with regard 
<« to the Goſpel ; to private Revelations, or di- 
« ſtant Events which ſhould happen in the 
«© Church, and not to Prophecy as concerned in 
« the public preaching of the Goſpel and pub- 
« lic Aſſemblies of the Church, &c.” [] I 
muſt premiſe here, that Y:for and Dream 
do not generally relate to private Conduct, in 
the Old Teftament.. For though there may be 
ſome Inſtances thereof that reſpect private Per- 
ſons and their Conduct, yet, the far greater Part 
are of a public Nature, and do abſolutely relate 
to the Jewiſh Church and Nation, or to other 
People and Kingdoms with them. Such are the 
Viſions of Jaiab, Feremiab, Ezekiel, and Ze- 
chariah. I chuſe to mention Daniel here ſin- 
gly by himſelf, becauſe that his Revelations, 
which were all by Dream and Viſion, which 
are, by the Eſſay, treated as the lower Degrees 
of Prophecy, were eſteemed, by the ancient Fes, 
equal © to thoſe of one of the greateſt of the 
Prophets; and, on account of which, they * be- 
* lieved he converſed with God” []. And if 
we turn to Viſſon and Dream under the Goſpel : 
What ſuch relate to, which the Author terms, 
private Revelations, will, I believe for the 
moſt Part, appear to be of a public Nature, 
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[4] Page 97. [r] Joſephus Antiq. B. x. bo * 
I | wherein 
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wherein large Bodies of Men were mediately or 


immediately intereſted. The Dreams of Foſeph 


concerned the Reputation and Life of Feſus © 
The Viſion which the Baptiſt had at Fordan, 


at the Baptiſm of Chriſt, qualified him to diſtin- 
guiſh and bear Record 655 him. So by the Vi- 
ſion which Peter, and James, and John had, 

on the holy Mount, they became Eye-Wit- 


neſſes of the Majeſty of Chrift, The Vifions 


of Cornelius, Peter and Paul, related to the 


public Preaching of the Goſpel, and the Ad- 


miſſion of the Gentiles into the Church. And 
if many of thoſe of John, in his Revelations, re- 


lated to diſtant Events, yet were they alſo of fo 
public a Concern, as, by the ſpecial Authority 
of Jeſus Chriſt him to be ſent to, and teſti- 
fied among the Churches, for their Inſtruction 


and Uſe, 


9. The nobleſt kind of Inſpiration, or higheſt 
Degree of Communication from God, was in, 
or by, or with a Viſion. In this eminent Man- 


ner was fulfilled the Prediction of Joel, Chap. 
ü. 28. touching the plentiful Effuſion of the 
Spirit of Prophecy, on Perſons of all Ranks, in 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. Ihen the Day 
of Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with 


one Accord in one Place. And ſuddenly there 
came a Sound from Heaven, as of a ruſhing. 


mighty Wind, and it filled all the Houſe where 
+ they were fitting. And there appeared unto them 


clouen Tongues, like as of Fire, i. e. a viſible - 


and radiant Glory, and it 158 upon each of them. 
And 
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And they were al; filled with the Holy Ghoft, 
Acts ii. 1 5. To this we may add the Caſe of 
St. Paul, who, by the Revelation of Jeſs 
Cbriſt, made to him in Viſon, Was taught the 
Goſpel which he preached. Comp. Gal. i. 12. 
Acts xxvi. 16. In this ſpecial Manner was he 
made acquainted with the divine Will, both 
feeing that Fuſt one, and bearing the Voice of 
his Mouth, Acts xxii. 14. And this Manner 2 
Inſpiration he urges, as a manifeſt Proof of his 
true Apoſtleſhip, 2 Cor. xii. 16. 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations, I am induced 
to continue my Belief, and declare for the an- 
cient Opinion, that there is no Species of Pro- 
phecy, or third Degree of Revelation, diſtinct 
from, and ſuperior to Viſon and Dream. | 

I conclude with obſerving : The true Rea- 
ſon why ſome of the prophetical Writings con- 
tain fo little of proper X7/zon, or Traces of Vi- 
fon in them; whilſt others are all Yifion and 
Dream; ſeems to be this: The former, con- 
ſift of Prophecies expounded, or preached to the 
People, in Conſequence of what the Prophets 
had ſeen : The latter, of pure Prophecies, un- 
expounded, whigh were only committed to 
writing. In the former, the Objects and ſceni- 
cal Tranſactions are for the moſt Part avoided, 
and the Doctrine and moral Inſtructions are 
given, which principally concerned the Audi- 
ence. But in the latter, which were never 
preached, but only written, the Prophets de- 

| ſcribe zhe 9 ſeen and beard, __ as the ſe- 


veral 
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veral reſpective Scenes were.eXhibited to them. 
Of this laſt Ciaſs, are the; Prophecies of Da- 
niel, and perhaps ſome of EzekePs, and Ze- 
chariah's, in the Old Teftament ; as alſo St. 
Fohn's in the Net. So that the Difference, in 


the prophetical Writings, is owing, not to a dif- 


ferent Species of Communication to the Pro- 
phets, but, to the different Manner in which 
the Prophets have communicated them unto 


1 AS. 


OON, at the 
pel, Cheap- 


C Shewing the particular Formation, Nature, 
and Uſe of the Prophetic Scheme therein exhibited. 
As for my Interpretation, —where I leave others, 
% and take a Way of mine own, I do it to-main- 
s tain an Uniformity of Notion in the Prophetical 
Schemes and Allegories throughout the Scri- 
« pture; which, I am perſuaded, were once no leſs 
« familiar and uſual to the Nations of the Orient, 
ce than our Poetical Schemes and Pictures are to 
© us.” Mede*s Works, B. iv. Ep.14. Price 15. 6 d. 


8 O on the Firſt Viſion of St. John: 


2. A Diſcourſe concerning the Prieſthood of 
Jeſus Chriſt: In which the Date, and Order of his 
Prieſthood, as alſo the Place, Time, and Manner 
of his Performing the Functions thereof, are di- 
ſtinctly conſidered. With a Preface in Vindication 
of the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, occa- 
ſioned by the Miſrepreſentations of a late Writer. 


Price 2 5. 
3. An Eſſay on the Divine Paternity ; or God 
the Father of Men. In which that Relation and 


Character is Stated, Illuſtrated, and Improved. 
Theſe Three by the ſame Author. 


